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Introduction 

 

Expressions of Love 
 

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 

My soul can reach ... 
 

So read the opening lines of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s love sonnet to her husband.  

 

People respond to love. The words of love are music to our ears. Receiving love brings joy to our lives. Human 

beings thrive on love because we are created in the image of God, who is love. And each of us was created to be 

an expression of love. 
 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” 1 

 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God spoke these words to His disciples on the night before He died. A few hours later 

Jesus would express His love for every man by becoming the perfect sacrifice, the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world. On that night however, Jesus explained to His disciples that the way to express love towards 

Him; was the same way He expressed love to His Father in heaven during His lifetime. If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His 

love.2 
 

“Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.” 3 

 

These were the final words that Jesus spoke to His followers before ascending into heaven. Jesus chose His words 

carefully. They were important words, memorable and intended for lasting impact. Study them for just a moment! 

 

Two questions come to mind immediately. What did Jesus command His disciples to do? Why is it so important 

to teach others to do as He commanded? The answers to these questions are the heart of the disciple making 

process used by Jesus. 

 

During the three-year period of His ministry on earth, Jesus took ordinary men and women who followed Him 

and transformed them into powerful disciples. Within twenty years of His ascension into heaven they had become 

known throughout the Roman Empire as “those who have turned the world upside down.” They had truly become 

expressions of God’s love on earth. 

 

What happened to them to cause such a great impact on the world? It’s simple. Jesus gave His disciples only one 

task; make more disciples. He told them exactly how to do it. They did what Jesus told them to do and He sent the 

Holy Spirit to help them do it! The rest is history. 

 

Jesus’ five-step disciple making process was simple. Go, preach, baptize, and teach. 
 

1.  Stay until you are clothed with power from on high. 

2. Go into the entire world. 

3.  Preach the gospel to all creation. 

4.  Baptize those who have believed, in the name of Jesus. 

5.  Teach all those who have believed and are baptized, to do everything that I have told you to do. 

 

 

 
1 1 John 14:15  
2 1 John 15:10  
3 Matthew 28:20  
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Answers to Commonly Asked Questions 
 

What is a disciple? 
 

By definition, a disciple is a learner; one who puts into practice what he or she has been taught. Jesus said it this 

way. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. It is enough for the disciple that he 

become as his teacher and the slave as his master.”4 Therefore, the goal of a disciple of Jesus Christ is to become 

as He is . . . having the same values, character, goals, desires and mission.  

 

What is discipleship? 
 

From a Christian perspective, discipleship is the process of becoming like Jesus. It is the transformation from 

“learner” to “teacher.” Some churches refer to discipleship as spiritual growth or spiritual maturity or spiritual 

transformation. It involves changing the way the learner thinks and acts, so that he becomes conformed to the 

image of the teacher. The Apostle Paul said. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” 5 

 

How is the mind renewed? 
 

The key word is having a renewed mind is repentance.6 Most Christians associate this word with either their 

salvation (Repent and believe the gospel) or giving up their sins (Repent of your sins). However, it simply 

means to change the way you think or believe. 

 

In our everyday lives this is happening all the time. For example, we get more facts or information on a particular 

subject, which allows us to change the way we think about the subject. Sometimes we hear an exclamation like, 

“Wow, I never really thought about it like that before” but in most cases we just assimilate the information daily, 

which in turn affects our general belief system. 

 

All of us are affected to some extent by what we hear. Jesus even cautioned His disciples to be careful what they 

listened to7 because he knew that it would affect their hearts and minds. As Christians we need to remember that 

both the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of this world are being ruled by words. Satan is able to usurp 

rulership over the kingdoms of this world because people believe his words, which are lies and then are passed on. 

God’s kingdom advances when His words are believed, acted upon and then passed on. 

 

In the information age we live in today, we are constantly bombarded with words all day long. If Christians are to 

advance the Kingdom of God it is imperative that they repent or replace the lies they have believed in with the 

truth of God’s Word. The replacement occurs by acting in faith towards God’s words. True Biblical faith has 

three parts to it before it is complete: 
 

1. Believing the word of God as truth in the heart, 

2. Confessing the word of God to others, and  

3. Acting upon what the world of God says to do. 

 

By using a combination of the three learning styles: audio, visual and kinetic, the rate at which the mind can be 

renewed can be increased. First you tell the person how to do it, then you show the person how to do it and then 

you let them do it. One example of renewing a mind is when we teach a child how to tie his shoelaces. First we 

tell them how to do it, we demonstrate how to do it and finally we have them do it . . . over and over and over 

 
4 Matthew 10:24-25  
5 Romans 12:2  
6 Repentance. Simply defined as, stop doing it your way and start doing it God’s way.  
7 Mark 4:24 and Luke 8:18  
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again until it comes second nature to them. When the child grows to the point where he teaches others how to tie 

their shoes he has become like his teacher or in other words, he has been discipled. Jesus used this process with 

His disciples all the time. 

 

Is the discipleship process systematic? 
 

I believe the answer to this question is yes. People raise their children systematically. For example, people teach 

their children to walk before they teach them to run. Then they teach them to play baseball before they teach them 

to manage a baseball team. The entire human learning process is systematic and even the Bible concurs with that . 

. . “For God says, ‘Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, a little here, a little there.’”8 

 

Jesus never took a haphazard approach in making disciples. He was intentional in everything He did; from those 

he called to be the twelve apostles, to the methods and order of their training, to the time that it took to train them 

and to their final empowering by the Holy Spirit. The teaching series, A Journey with Jesus seeks to follow that 

pattern. 

 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the discipleship process? 
 

Let’s start by saying that in order to be a disciple of Jesus Christ you must be taught by Him. This is one of 

primary reasons that Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to reside within Christians, to teach them what He, the 

Word of God says. 

 

Concerning the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the 

truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to 

you what is to come.” 9 

 

Christians sometimes have strange ideas when it comes to the work of the Holy Spirit in their own lives. Let’s 

look at a few examples of erroneous belief. Some say they don’t need to know what the Scriptures say since the 

Holy Spirit will lead them. This cannot be true because 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture10 is inspired by 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  

 

Some Christians say that they don’t need anyone to teach them because the Holy Spirit will do it. In some respects 

this is true, however the Scripture also says that Jesus Christ gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we 

all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. 11 So, until we all attain to the unity of 

the faith and knowledge of the Son of God then these God ordained ministries will remain. 

 

Many Christians expect the Holy Spirit to get them to where they need to be without any effort on their own part. 

Jesus said, “When He, the Spirit to truth, comes, He will guild you into all the truth.” Notice that Jesus didn’t say 

that the Holy Spirit would drive His people into all truth but rather to guide them. It is a joint effort; the Holy 

Spirit leads, God’s people follow. This implies that it takes faith and obedience to follow the Holy Spirit. Romans 

8:14 says, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.” 

 

How many disciples did Jesus have? 
 

Jesus had many disciples, both men and women. Of His disciples, He called twelve men to be His apostles (sent 

ones). Ten days after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the Bible records that 120 of His disciples gathered together 

 
8 Isaiah 28:10  
9 John 16:13  
10 Scripture means, “that which is written”.  
11 Ephesians 4:11-13  
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on the Feast of Shavuot, which is known as Pentecost in the Church. On that day the Holy Spirit empowered the 

disciples to speak in the languages of the people who had come to the feast from other lands. Then Peter preached 

the gospel to these people. Three thousand believed his message and were baptized. Then, the apostles started 

going from house to house, where believers were gathering in small groups, teaching them what Jesus had 

commanded them to do. 

 

What is required to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 

1. Believe the gospel message concerning Jesus, that He is both Lord and Savior. By believing, a person is 

“born again” into the family of God. This requires an act of repentance – a change from what was formerly 

believed. 

2. Be baptized. By this act a person declares that he has been “born again by the Spirit of God” and is now 

“saved”. Jesus said, “He who has believed and is baptized shall be saved.”12  

3. Be willing to receive Jesus’ instructions. 

4. Sacrifice time to be trained. 

5. Learn the commands of Jesus. 

6. Apply what He says to do. 

7. Be led by the Spirit of God. According to the Apostle Paul, those who are being led by the Spirit of God 

are the sons of God. 

 

What format is best used to make disciples? 
 

Small groups of 5 to 15 individuals make ideal places to learn and grow. They provide the best opportunities for 

people to practice the one another’s, be accountable, learn and accomplish tasks. 

 

Can a person terminate or interrupt the process of becoming a disciple? 
 

The answer to this question is yes. One example of this is in John 6:53-66. Many of Jesus’ disciples withdrew 

from Him. They simply could not believe that Jesus required them, to “eat His body and drink His blood.” In the 

Church today, this requirement is known as communion or the Lord’s Supper. 

 

How long does it take to become a disciple? 
 

Let’s begin answering this question by saying, that being a disciple of Jesus Christ is a life-long process. 

However, some significant degree of spiritual maturity seems to have been achieved within the first three-year 

period after an individual’s conversion. Consider the following: 
 

1. Jesus spent three years training His disciples before they were considered spiritually mature enough to 

“make disciples.” 

2. In Acts 1:8, we discover that Jesus told His disciples that they would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and the remotest part of the earth. According to most historians, there was a ten-year period 

between Peter's preaching the gospel on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem until he preached to Cornelius, a 

gentile, in Caesarea. When Cornelius, a representative of Rome, was baptized it marked the beginning of 

the spread of the gospel to the remotest ends of the earth. From this historical notation, it can be deduced 

that some significant spiritual maturity had been achieved within a three-year period in each of the three 

areas of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. 

3. In Galatians 1:15-18, the Apostle Paul states that he spent three years in Arabia and Damascus after his 

conversion before meeting with Peter in Jerusalem. 

4. In Acts 20:28; the Apostle Paul reminds the elders of the church at Ephesus that he spent three years 

teaching them. 

 

 

 
12 Mark 16:16  
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What is the history of discipleship in the Church? 
 

In the years immediately following the resurrection of Jesus, discipleship was the primary focus of the church. 

The gospel was preached, people repented and were baptized, and those who had been taught the Lord’s 

commands instructed others in the way of righteousness. Small groups of people were trained in homes and were 

then sent out to make more disciples.  

 

These small groups of people were autonomous. They were linked to other groups through their common faith. 

The leadership of a group was invested in its elders. These were usually men who were at least thirty years of age 

and lived by Biblical standards of holy living. Sometime later these elders became known as pastors – those who 

watched over and cared for the flock. 

 

During the 2nd and 3rd centuries, when the number of groups multiplied in a specific area one elder would be 

chosen to coordinate activities between the groups. He was given the title of bishop and also served as a 

representative and spokesman for that area’s groups. Discipleship methods changed little during this period of 

time even in the midst of extreme persecution. 

 

However, in the beginning of the 4th century the Church began to bind itself to secular world power, thinking that 

this was the way the kingdom of God would be established in the earth. The focus of the Church began to shift 

from making disciples to developing an orthodox belief system. What a person believed overshadowed the One in 

whom he believed. Christianity became the official religion of the empire and individuals were forced to convert. 

Church buildings began to be constructed. The New Testament portion of Scripture was developed from various 

writings and then combined with the Old Testament. These writings became our Bible. 

 

The struggle for political authority and orthodoxy (correct belief) continued to increase in scope. Bishops decided 

the issues of orthodoxy after much dispute among themselves. The bishops from the five major centers of 

Christianity (Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem) were viewed as having greater authority 

than other bishops because of their great number of followers. These powerful men coerced other bishops to join 

them in voting on issues of orthodoxy. The wrangling continued until there were only two main bishops who had 

their own followings. These two were the Bishop of Rome (who had political ties to the western portion of the 

Roman Empire) and the Bishop of Constantinople (who had political ties to the eastern portion of the Roman 

Empire). The infighting between these two groups lasted until 1054 AD when the Church suffered its first split 

into Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox branches. 

 

In order to maintain orthodoxy and control of people’s beliefs, the Church trained men to lead the individual 

churches. Eventually this group of educated men would become an elite class. They were known as the clergy. 

Latin and Greek had become the languages of the Bible and could only be understood by a properly trained 

member of the clergy. With the rise of the professional clergy, ordinary men and women in the Church no longer 

made disciples on their own. That job was left to the trained staff. Christians tended to be adherents to an 

orthodox system of beliefs rather than ardent followers of Jesus Christ.  

 

The simple group gatherings of the early Church involving fellowship, communion, prayer and the apostles’ 

teachings on the commands of Jesus gave way to elaborate ritual. The celebration of the Eucharist, also known as 

the Mass, became the focal point of these gatherings. During the “Middle Ages” the Church plunged into moral 

decay and its leadership became corrupt. Despite this turn of events, hope was on the horizon. 

 

In the latter part of the 15th century and the beginning of the 16th century three major events occurred that would 

shape the Church’s future. In 1454, John Guttenberg used the first movable-type printing press in Europe to print 

the Bible. This eventually led to widespread ownership of Bibles by individuals, printed in their own languages. 

In 1492, Columbus’ discovery of America became a safe haven of migration for those who sought freedom from 

religious persecution. And in 1517, a German Catholic priest named Martin Luther ignited the fire of reformation 

that spread throughout all of Christendom.       
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Because of the reformation Christians began protesting many Church practices, wanting to return to a purer faith. 

These protesters were divided into two camps: those who remained in the Catholic Church and those who left. 

Those who remained tried to reform the Church from within but were killed or silenced. The other camp felt it 

was impossible to reconcile with the “Roman Catholic Church” and separated from it. The latter group has 

become known as Protestants.  

 

Reformation took time. The transformation from man made tradition and ritual, back to the Bible and a simple 

faith in Jesus Christ, began to evolve slowly. However, orthodoxy still remained the focus of these new Protestant 

Churches, so much so that we now have hundreds of denominations and thousands of independent churches. 

“What a person believes” is still in ascendancy over “the One in whom a person believes.” Most of the Reformers 

believed it was necessary to exert control over the people in order to maintain orthodox belief, considering the 

laity to be ignorant. Therefore, the professional clergy remained and with it the expectation that they would do the 

work of ministry. 

 

Today, it appears that many within the Church are attempting to return to the fundamental roots of Christianity. 

People want to know Jesus! And discipleship has become the buzzword in many congregations. There is a hunger 

in Christians for fellowship with one another and a desire to serve their Lord. They want to be a holy people 

clothed with power from on high. They want to be Jesus’ disciples. And they want to participate in the 

transformation of the lives of others. 

 

There is hope, but Christians must act. We need to be involved in small groups, loving one another and working 

together to effect transformation in the lives of people. We should celebrate the Lord’s Supper when we meet. 

Prayers need to be offered up to God as a sweet smelling aroma. And Christians must learn the things that Jesus 

commanded them to do, and then do them.   

 

What are the purposes of this book series? 
 

1. To answer commonly asked questions about becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

2. To establish the relationship between Jesus Christ and the Church. 

3. To give insights into the disciple making process. 

4. Provide a teaching outline for everything Jesus asked His disciples to do. 

 

How is the disciple making process accomplished? 
 

1.  The disciple making process is divided into fifty-eight teaching lessons.  

2.  In each lesson, one or more of the action commands that Jesus gave His disciples, will be featured. There 

are a total of 263 individual commands. 

3.  A short teaching will provide insight into understanding the command. 

4.  Group discussion questions are used for reflection on the lesson. 

5.  An activity is suggested to implement what has been learned in the lesson. 
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Lesson 1 

 

Follow Me 
 

Group Icebreaker:  

What picture comes to mind when you hear the words “Follow Me”? 

 

Introduction: 

Becoming a disciple of Jesus is essential the same process that a child goes through in learning to follow his 

parents. The first three words that a child usually learns are: mommy, daddy and no. The words mommy and 

daddy identify the people to whom the child has bonded. The use of the word “no” by the parents establishes their 

authority and issues a command to the child that requires his obedience. It is by the use of this word that a child’s 

training commences. The first lesson he must learn is obedience.  

 

After a person is “born again” the first two words he learns are usually, Church and God. They assist him in 

identifying those with whom he has bonded. The next words he should be taught are “Follow Me”. Jesus issues 

this command to His disciples at the start of their training. Those words establish His authority and issue a 

command that requires their obedience. And like a child it is also provides the first opportunity for a disciple to 

use the word “no”!   

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

John 1:35-51, Luke 5:1-11, 27-28, Matthew 4:18-22, 9:9, Mark 1:16-20, 2:14 

 

The First Disciples 

John 1:35-51 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked upon Jesus as He walked, and 

said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. And Jesus 

turned, and beheld them following, and said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to Him, "Rabbi 

(which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?" He said to them, "Come, and you will see." They 

came therefore and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth 

hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He found 

first his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). 

He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called 

Cephas" (which is translated Peter). The next day He purposed to go forth into Galilee, and He found Philip. 

And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 

found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets 

wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." And Nathanael said to him, "Can any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, 

"Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus 

answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." Nathanael 

answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel." Jesus answered and said to him, 

"Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than 

these." And He said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."  
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“Follow Me” 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Now it came about that while the multitude were 

pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; and He 

got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat 

down and began teaching the multitudes from the boat. And when He had finished speaking, He said to 

Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." And Simon answered and said, 

"Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but at Your bidding I will let down the nets." And 

when they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish; and their nets began to break; and they 

signaled to their partners in the other boat, for them to come and help them. And they came, and filled both of 

the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, 

"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" For amazement had seized him and all his companions 

because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men." And 

when they had brought their boats to land, He said to them, “Follow Me,” and I will make you fishers of 

men." And going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in 

the boat mending the nets. And immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him.  

 

Matthew Becomes a Disciple 

Matthew 9:9, Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27-28 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And after that He went out, and noticed a tax-gatherer named Levi,13 sitting in the tax office, and He said to 

him, “Follow Me.” And he left everything behind, and rose and began to follow Him.  

 

The Command: 

❖ Follow Me. 

 

The Lesson: 

The lesson of obedience is a difficult one to learn. It requires that a person recognize authority over him and then 

submit his will to that authority. This isn’t always easy, especially when the authority is telling you to do 

something you don’t want to do. Jesus wants your obedience. Without it, you cannot be His disciple. 

 

When Jesus called the original disciples to follow Him, they could see, touch, taste, smell and hear the Messiah. 

He was physically present among them and they followed His physical presence everywhere. But that wasn’t the 

lesson He was teaching them. 

 

Jesus taught His disciples to follow by issuing voice commands that they were expected to obey. He also led them 

by example, demonstrating His obedience to His Father’s commands that were written in the Old Testament 

portion of the Bible. He practiced what He preached. 

 

Parents teach their children to follow voice commands as well. Children perceive the authority in their parent’s 

voice and follow the example set by their parents.  However, when the parents don’t practice what they preach, 

the child tends to emulate what the parents’ do, not what they say. 

 
13 Levi – is a Hebrew name meaning, “Joined.” He is commonly known as Matthew . . . the English form of the Hebrew name, 
Matityahu, meaning “Gift from God.” Matthew was the chief tax collector in Capernaum. He undoubtedly collected the taxes from the 

fishermen, including James, John, Peter and Andrew, when they brought in their catches to be sold at market. He may also have been 

the royal official from Capernaum, whose son Jesus healed. He is also the author of the Gospel of Matthew. 
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The first disciples14 learned to obey Jesus. When He had finished teaching them, Jesus told them to go and make 

more disciples by teaching them what He had commanded them to do. They were to lead by example, by actually 

doing what He had told them to do. The results were astounding! The book of Acts clearly shows that miracles 

followed the obedience of these disciples and the growth of the Church exploded. 

 

Jesus still holds these expectations for the Church today and His method has not changed. He still calls people to 

follow Him and miracles still follow obedience to the Word of God. In fact, the miracle of rebirth occurs in a 

person's life the same way. They hear the Word of God preached concerning Jesus, believe it, confess Him as 

Lord and are baptized. The way people follow Jesus is to hear and do His word. The Apostle Paul said, "Faith 

comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ".15 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who hear the Word of God, 

and observe it". And God, Himself, spoke from heaven to the disciples declaring, "This is My beloved Son in 

whom I am well pleased, listen to Him."16 

 

Group Discussion Worksheet: 

A. There are three major components of a command: 

1. Giving the command. 

2.  Hearing the command. 

3.  Obeying the command. 

 

B. Four elements are required in hearing a command, before it can be obeyed. 

1.  You must physically hear it. 

2.  You must know what it means. 

3.  You must know that it is directed toward you. 

4.  You must know that it is from your leader. 

 

C. Three elements are required in actually obeying a command. 

1.  You must be willing to obey. 

2.  You must stop what you are presently doing. 

3.  You must actually do it. 

 

D. From the story of Jesus and Peter found in Luke 5:1-11; let’s identify the various elements of hearing and 

obeying a command. 
 

1.  We know Peter heard the command because he responded to it. 

2.  Peter knew what the command meant because he was a fisherman. 

3.  Peter knew it was directed at him because it was his boat. 

4.  Peter knew it was from someone who had authority because he called Jesus, Master. 

5.  Though somewhat disgruntled at the command he willing submitted. 

6.  Peter stopped what he was doing, talking. 

7.  He set out to deep water. 

 

E. When did the miracle occur? (The miracle occurred after Peter obeyed.) 

 

F. Reasons why Christians stumble in their walk of following Jesus Christ. 
          

1. Ignorance – Not knowing what the Scriptures say. 

2.  Apathy – Not applying what the Scriptures say. 

 
14 first disciples. What was Jesus Relationship to His Disciples? The understanding of these unique relationships is a model for all future 

Disciple Makers, as Jesus’ commissions His disciples in the Great Commission, “Go . . . make disciples . . . teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you,” Matthew 28:19-20 – see article on page 89 (“Overview of Jesus’ Relationship to His Disciples”). 
15 Luke 11:28 
16 Matthew 17:5 
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3.  Confusion – More concerned about current events in their lives. 

4.  False information – Listening to others instead of their Lord. 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

To hear and obey what Jesus, The Word of God says. 

 

Application:    

1. Memorize John 10:27 – “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 

2. Ask the Lord to give you a personal command to be obeyed, write down the results and share it with the 

group.  
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Lesson 4 

 

Shining Lights 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

Have the members of the group move around the room or rooms with their eyes closed. Ask the group the 

following question, “How did this exercise make you feel?”  

 

Introduction: 

The disciples are listening intently as Jesus continues with the Sermon on the Mount. He looks directly at them 

and declares that they are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Then with a sweeping gesture of His right 

hand Jesus points westward. The disciple’s eyes follow until their gaze rests upon the hilltop city of Zefat not 

eight miles distant as Jesus tells them, “A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”     

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Shining Lights 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 5:13-16 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good 

for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. You are the light of the world. 

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure17, but on the 

lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

 

The Command: 

❖ Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

who is in heaven. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Why do you think Jesus calls His disciples the salt of the earth? 

a. Salt was used as the sign of a covenant. The disciples are to be the sign in the earth that God has 

made a covenant with men. 

b. Salt is a preservative that keeps food from decomposition and corruption. The disciples are to 

preserve people lives and help them remain pure or free from the corruption of sin.  

c. Salt is a seasoning that adds flavor to life. The disciples should add value to others lives by blessing 

them.  

2. How does salt become tasteless?  

a. Salt loses its taste through long exposure to air, but only the outer surface becomes tasteless. 

b. Salt kept in the ground does not lose its taste. The source of the disciples salt should be hidden in the 

soil of the heart.  

c. Salt in the heart is indicative of the wisdom of God that resides within an individual. The salt in the 

heart is sprinkled by the speaking of words. The Catholic Church still baptizes many children by 

placing salt on their lips or in their mouths as a sign that the wisdom of God is residing within.  

3.  How would you let a person know that he was blind?  

4.  What are some things that light does?  

a. Light dispels darkness.  

b. Light exposes things that are hidden. 

 
17 Peck-measure. A bowl or basket. 
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c. Light enables people to see. They are able to coordinate activities to get what they need.  

d. Light assists people in identifying what things are. 

 

The Lesson: 

As the disciples listen to Jesus speak these words about light, questions begin to form in their minds. Why is Jesus 

calling them the light of the world? What light do they have? How can they let this light shine so that people can 

glorify God in heaven? What is Jesus talking about? As the disciples grew to maturity the answers to their 

questions would come.  

 

When Jesus issued this command to His disciples He referred to “your light.” The disciples discovered that the 

only light they had was Jesus, Himself. The Apostle John wrote about this in the opening statement of his gospel. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into 

being. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not comprehend it. There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John.  He came for a witness, that he 

might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came that he might 

bear witness of the light. There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.” The 

Apostle John also recorded a statement Jesus made concerning Himself. It reads like this. “Again therefore Jesus 

spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall 

have the light of life.”18 

 

Jesus calls His disciples the light of the world. The reason for that is that they believed in Him and proclaimed the 

way of salvation. The Apostle Paul develops this point further in his epistle to the Philippians. “Do all things 

without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God 

above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the 

world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in 

vain nor toil in vain.”19 

 

Jesus told His disciples that they should let their light shine in such a way that people could see their good works. 

These good works would in turn then cause people to praise God. To understand what good works are requires 

insight, because if men do their own good works, they are praised for them not God.  

 

The first clue to understanding what good works are, is found in Matthew 19:16-17. “And behold, one came to 

Jesus and said, "Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, "Why 

are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the 

commandments.” Jesus equates goodness with God alone! Therefore, good works are those performed by God not 

men.  

 

Men are doing well when they are declaring God’s works. That is righteousness! Two of the Psalms make this 

point abundantly clear. Psalm 73:28 says, “But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord 

GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all Thy works.” Psalm 78:4 declares, “We will not conceal them from their 

children, but tell to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wondrous works 

that He has done.” 

 

The final clue is found in John 6:28-29. The multitudes asked Jesus, "What shall we do, that we may work the 

works of God?”  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He 

has sent.”  Scriptures show that good works consists of believing in Jesus Christ and declaring what God has 

done.  

 
18 John 8:12 
19 Philippians 2:4-16 
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The Apostle Paul summarized these points in 2 Corinthians 4:4-6. “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they 

might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  For we do not preach 

ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, 

‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Christ.” The apostles did not declare their own works but only their servant-hood. 

They preached Christ Jesus as Lord and the light shone forth when they preached. 

 

Group Discussion: 

5.  In His discourse to the disciples about the light, Jesus holds out the possibility that light can be hidden. Do 

Christians hide their light and if so, why? (Proverbs 24:11-12) 

6.  In John 3:18-20, Jesus declares that people do not come to the light but prefer darkness because their deeds 

are evil. In view of His statement what are your responsibilities as the light? (Ephesians 5:11-12) 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Your light shines when you bring the testimony of Jesus to others. 

 

Application: 

Be salt and light. Either initiate a testimony that Jesus Christ is Lord or help someone to understand that they are 

blind. Report what happened in the next group meeting. 
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Lesson 5 

 

Jesus, the Fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets 
 

Group Icebreakers: 

Ask the group the following questions. 

• Name some of the various types of law. (Laws of nature, principles, parental, governmental, and God’s laws)  

• Who makes the laws? (Those who are in authority) 

• Why do you think we have laws? (To establish boundaries, provide guidelines, social acceptance, safety of 

citizens, and promote godliness) 

• Have you ever broken a law and if so what was the outcome?  

• Why are there consequences to breaking laws? (To punish or to discipline inappropriate behavior) 

 

Introduction: 

Most people are not raised in the Jewish faith. To understand what Jesus is talking about and how the disciples 

heard Him requires some background information. Jesus introduces His next subject in the Sermon on Mount by 

talking about the Law and the Prophets. Let’s begin there. 

 

The Bible as we know it today contains sixty-six books which are divided into two parts. The two parts are known 

as the Old and New Testaments. The New Testament consists of twenty-seven books. It was developed from a 

collection of various writings occurring within the seventy-year period after Jesus’ death. In 397 AD, the Council 

of Carthage approved the New Testament as Scripture.  

  

The Old Testament consists of thirty-nine books. It was developed from a collection of various writings occurring 

within an eleven hundred-year period beginning with Moses. These thirty-nine books were the Scriptures at the 

time of Jesus. When any New Testament writer speaks of Scripture he is referring to only to the Old Testament. 

 

Jews divide the Scriptures into three parts. The Scriptures are called the TaNaKh, which is an acronym formed 

from the first letters of the three parts. 
 

1. Torah is the first part and means “The Law” or “Teaching”. The Torah consists of the Five Books of 

Moses or Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).   
 

2. N’vi’im is the second part and means “The Prophets”. This part contains the Historical Books (Joshua, 

Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, and 1 & 2 Kings), the Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel) and the Minor 

Prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 

and Malachi).  
 

3. K’tuvim is the third division and means “The Writings”. Included in The Writings are the Five Scrolls 

(Ecclesiastes, Ruth, Esther, Song of Songs, and Lamentations) and the Other Writings (1 & 2 Chronicles, 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Daniel). 

 

The Torah20 (“The Law” or “Teaching”) contains six hundred thirteen laws. There are three hundred sixty-five 

negative ones. According to Jewish rabbis these supposedly correspond to the number of veins in the body or days 

in a year. There are two hundred forty-eight positive laws, which correspond to the number of bones in the body. 

The purpose of bones is to provide structure for the body. The veins carry blood and “life is in the blood.” 

Together God’s laws provide life and structure for the body or the way a person should live daily or 365 days a 

year. These laws fall into two broad categories: ceremonial (laws towards God) and civil (laws towards one 

another). The Ten Commandments summarize all these laws and are found in Exodus 20:1-17.  

 

 
20 The Torah. See article on page 89 (“‘Torah’ Defined”) for a full explanation. 
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When Moses descended from Mount Sinai he delivered The Ten Commandments written on two tablets of stone. 

Five commandments were written on each tablet. (See Two Tablet layout at the end of this Lesson) The first 

five laws deal with man’s relationship to God and the second five with man’s relationship to one another. Each set 

of five is listed in descending order from the greatest to the least. The idea being that if a person broke the least of 

the commandments he was on a path that would lead to the breaking of the greatest commandment.  

 

In the first set of five, the fifth commandment is “Honor your father and mother.” If a person breaks that 

commandment it leads to breaking the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before Me.” The 

thought goes like this. If a person will not honor his parents whom God has placed over him, then he will not 

honor God either because he is self-willed and consider himself to be god. 

 

In the second set of five, the tenth commandment is “You shall not covet anything that belongs to another”. If a 

person breaks that commandment it leads to breaking the sixth commandment, “You shall not murder”. The 

thought goes like this. When a person covets he will stop at nothing to get it. A current example of this concept 

would be a bank robber, who kills someone during a holdup. He starts by coveting something that is not his, and 

then steals what he wants and finally winds up murdering someone to get it. 

       

The Ten Commandments can be further summarized by just two commandments. When Jesus was confronted 

with the question as to which was the great commandment in the Law, Jesus replied by quoting two Scriptures: 

Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. “And He said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 

ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the great and 

foremost commandment. The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these 

two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Jesus, the Fulfillment of the Law and Prophets 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 5:17-20 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets21; I did not come to abolish,22 but to fulfill.23 

 
21 the Law or the Prophets – Jesus was referring to everything that His Father had established (the Law) and everything that His 

Father wanted brought to pass (the Prophets). The Law simply defined is the teaching and instruction of G-d, but more than a divinely 

ordained behavior pattern for life on earth: it also describes G-d’s own “behavior pattern,” the manner in which He chooses to relate to 
His creation. When we order our lives after Torah’s directives, we are not only fulfilling G-d’s will – we are also emulating His 

“behavior,” translating the divine relationship with creation into human/physical terms. In the words of the rabbis, “G-d’s manner is 

not like the manner of flesh and blood. The manner of flesh and blood is that he instructs others to do, but does not do himself; G-d, 

however, what He Himself does, that is what He tells his people to do and observe,” (chabad.org/media/pdf/17098.pdf); (ex. 1 John 
1:3-6, “And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does 

not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is 

perfected. By this we may know that we are in him:6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he 

walked.”). 
 

22 Abolish – (I did not) loosen thoroughly, (I did not) break up, (I did not) overthrow, (I did not) destroy (both literally and 

metaphorically), (I did not) unyoke, unharness a carriage horse or pack animal.  Nor did I metaphorically overthrow, render vain, 

deprive of success, bring to naught God’s institutions, forms of government, laws. (Synonyms: deprive of force, annul, abrogate, 
discard.), (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/5-17). 
 

23 Fulfill – to be obeyed (walked out) as it should be (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/5-17); (ex. Matthew 3:13-15, “Then Jesus 

came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.’ Then he consented.’” (ex. Ezekiel 36:25-27, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules,” and Galatians 5:25, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in 

step with the Spirit.”). 
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For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from 

the Law, until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls24 one of the least of these commandments,25 and so 

teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps26 and teaches them, he shall 

be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your righteousness27 surpasses that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 

The Command: 

❖ Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Many in the Church today are saying that Christians are no longer under law but grace. What do you 

understand this statement to mean? 

 

The Lesson:  

Jesus doesn’t want His disciples to think that He is doing away with everything they have been taught in order to 

establish His own religion. He isn’t doing that! But like parents towards their children, He wants them to gain in 

wisdom and understanding.   
 

 
24 Annul (abrogate, relaxes) – declare invalid (an official agreement, decision, or result), to "loosen" (literally or figuratively).  

(Synonyms: subvert (undermine the power and authority of (an established system or institution) – i.e. declare (a marriage) to have 

had no legal existence.). (Abrogate) repeal or do away with (a law, right, or formal agreement) or evade (a responsibility or duty).  

(Synonyms: repudiate, revoke, repeal, rescind, overturn, overrule, override, do away with, annul, break off, invalidate, nullify, void, 

negate, dissolve, veto, declare null and void, discontinue), (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/5-19); (ex. Romans 3:31, “Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law,” Romans 2:12, “. . . all who have sinned under 

the law will be judged by the law,” Romans 2:13, “For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of 
the law who will be justified.”).  
 

25 Parallel Biblical Law definitions – ex. Matthew 28:20, “teaching them to observe all the I have commanded you,” observe: I 

keep, guard, observe, keep watch over, continue keeping guard over, preserve, (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/28-20.htm); and I 

have commanded: to order, command to be done, enjoin (to direct or impose by authoritative order or with urgent admonition (gentle 

or friendly reproof, counsel or warning against fault or oversight), (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/28-20.htm); ex. Deuteronomy 

30:11-20, “If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking 

in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God 
will bless you,” statutes: (in the words of the rabbis) Divine law was first given to us encapsulated in the Ten Commandments, which 

were etched by the hand of G-d in two tablets of stone . . . When something is written, the substance of the letters that express it – the 

ink – remains a separate entity from the substance upon which they have been set – the parchment.  On the other hand, letters 

engraved in stone are forged in it: the words are stone and the stone is words . . . By the same token, there is an aspect of Torah that is 
“inked” on our soul; we understand it, our emotions are roused by it; it becomes our “lifestyle” or even our “personality”; but it 

remains something additional to ourselves.  But there is a dimension of Torah that is statutes, engrave in our being.  There is a 

dimension of Torah which expresses a bond with G-d that is the very essence of a believer’s soul, 

(chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2832/jewish/Reasoning-The-Stone.htm); (ex. Exodus 31:18, Exodus 32:16, Jeremiah 31:33, 2 
Corinthians 3:3-9).  
 

26 Keeps (does, to do) – to make or do (I make, manufacture, construct; I do, act, cause.).  (To Do) to follow some method in 

expressing by deeds the feelings and thoughts of the mind; universally, describing the mode of action: to act rightly, to do the law, 
meet its demands, (to do) the things which the law commands.  (Synonyms: abide, agree, appoint, be, bear, cause, commit without 

any delay, exercise, fulfil, gain, hold, keep, observe, perform, provide, purpose, secure, tarry, work, yield), 

(biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/5-19).   
 

27 Righteousness – properly, judicial approval (the verdict of approval); in the NT, the approval of God ("divine approval"); refers 

to what is deemed right by the Lord (after His examination), i.e. what is approved in His eyes; the state of him who is such as he 

ought to be, righteousness; the condition acceptable to God; walking in the way of righteousness equivalent to an upright, 

righteous, man, (biblehub.com/lexicon/matthew/5-20); (ex. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”); to do righteousness, to live uprightly (ex. 1 John 2:29, “If 

you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him,” 1 John 3:7, “Little 

children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous,” 1 John 3:10, “By this it is 

evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother,” 1 Peter 2:24, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 

sin and live to righteousness.”). 
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When Jesus spoke concerning the Law and the Prophets He was talking about more than just a few laws and 

prophecies. He was talking about the sum-total of all that was written in Scripture. Jesus was referring to 

everything that His father had established (the Law) and everything that His father wanted brought to pass (the 

Prophets). And Jesus declared that He alone would fulfill them! 
 

After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared to two of His disciples while they were on the road to 

Emmaus. “And beginning with Moses (“Torah” or “The Law” or “Teaching”) and with all the prophets, He 

explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures”.28 No ordinary man could perfectly fulfill 

all that was written, only the one of whom the Scriptures testified, the Word of God, Himself, Jesus. 
 

The gospel according to the Apostle John opens with this testimony of Jesus. “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being by 

Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being”.29 John’s words are pregnant with 

meaning, but difficult to comprehend. Let’s try to get a grip on them. 
 

Do you remember how the Bible starts? “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Do you 

remember how they were created? God spoke them into existence. By His word everything came into existence. 

According to John, Jesus is God’s Word. You might say that Jesus is the creative force behind every one of God’s 

thoughts and plans. He brings things to pass! God created everything through His Son, the Word of God.   
 

The Scriptures are the revealed ideas and plans of our Father in heaven; it is up to the Word of God to bring them 

to pass. For nothing was created apart from Him. We know the Word of God by the name He was given at birth, 

Jesus or Yashua or Joshua. The meaning of the name is “I Am Salvation” or “God’s Salvation”. The people of 

God were also to refer to the Word of God as Immanuel or “God With Us”. However, the Word of God is more 

than just Jesus or Immanuel. He is the Son of God, the creator of all things and one with God, His Father. He is 

the expression of all that God is.  
 

Since the Word of God and the Father are one, how can they be divided? They can’t. The Word of God is always 

in harmony with the Father and can do nothing except His will. In John 4:34 Jesus tells His disciples, "My food is 

to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.” 
 

This concept of oneness, unity and harmony was passed on to man as we were created in the image of God. And 

since we were created in His image, God does not want us to lie. A lie destroys harmony, unity and oneness. Jesus 

cautioned His disciples to do what they said they were going to do when He told them, “Let your yes be yes, and 

your no be no”.30 When a person does not do what he says he is going to do it tarnishes the image of God. There 

is no oneness, unity or harmony in that person because His words are not in line with his actions. 
 

As Jesus continues speaking He assures His disciples that the Law will not pass away until everything in it is 

fulfilled. All the commandments in The Law are spiritual, holy and good. Think of it this way, “Which of the laws 

are not good for people?” If the laws are good, then God, who is good and gave them, will not remove them.   
 

Jesus goes on to say, "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven.” Did you notice something interesting in His statement? A person can be in the kingdom of 

heaven and not keep the commandments and even teach others to do the same thing. The keeping or not keeping 

 
28 Luke 24:27 
29 John 1:1-3 
30 Matthew 5:37 
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of the commandments is not the requirement of remaining in the kingdom of heaven. The observance of them 

only determines a person’s stature within the kingdom of heaven.31 
 

Jesus’ next statement is a blockbuster! "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Entrance into the kingdom of heaven cannot be 

gained by keeping the laws and commandments. Jesus said righteousness greater than that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, who tried to keep, each law perfectly, was required. What is this righteousness? 
 

The Apostle Paul in Romans 4:3 and 9 answers the question. “For what does the Scripture say? ‘AND 

ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.’” Abraham not only 

believed that God existed but in what God said. Abraham believed the Word of God. Jesus is the Word of God. 

Abraham trusted God and His Word, the Father and the Son. This trust, belief or confidence is called faith. “Faith 

was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.” 
 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Jesus Christ, fulfills all the requirements of the Law and the Prophets. An individual does not gain entrance 

into the kingdom of heaven by fulfilling those requirements, but by a belief in and dependence on Jesus 

Christ, the Word of God. 
 

Application: 

At the next group meeting report any occasion when you were motivated by love to do something for God or 

another.  

 

The Ten Commandments 
 

Tablet 1 - Love of God 

 

1 

“You shall have no other gods before Me.” 

 

2 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 

the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate 

Me, but showing loving kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.” 

 

3 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who 

takes His name in vain.” 

  

4 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is 

a Sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or 

your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. For in six days the LORD made the 

heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed 

the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 

  

 
31 The term “kingdom of heaven” is used throughout Matthew’s gospel and means the “kingdom of God.” Many Jewish people as a 

pious observance will not use the name “God” so use an evasive synonym in its place. The kingdom of God simply means the rule of 

God or God ruling over His people. 
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5 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God 

gives you.” 

 

Tablet 2 - Love of Neighbor 

 

6 

“You shall not murder.” 

  

7 

“You shall not commit adultery.” 

  

8 

“You shall not steal.” 

  

9 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

  

10 

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his 

female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
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Lesson 7 

 

Being Faithful 
 

Introduction: 

Jesus continues His Sermon on the Mount teaching the family values in the Kingdom of God. He couples His next 

topic adultery . . . with divorce. 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Being Faithful 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 5:27-32 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; but I say to you, that 

everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart. And if 

your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you;32 for it is better for you that one of the 

parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand makes you 

stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you;33 for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, 

than for your whole body to go into hell. And it was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET 

HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, 

except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman 

commits adultery.  

 

Context: 

Many people today do not have a good biblical understanding of what adultery is. Most would simply say that 

adultery is, “when a married person engages in sexual relations with another who is not their spouse.” While this 

is true, it certainly doesn't express the full essence of what Jesus is talking about. 

 

The Hebrew word for adultery is “na'aph” and it means to break wedlock. And we see that this is the focus of 

Jesus' teaching as He directly links the subject of adultery with divorce, which is also a breaking of wedlock. 

Adultery involves more than just improper sexual relations. It constitutes breaking a covenant relationship. 

 

So before adultery can occur a “covenant relationship” must already be in place. Covenant relationships come in 

several types with marriage being one of them. The Bible also speaks of people being in covenant with God; the 

Jewish people in the Mosaic Covenant and Christians in the New Covenant.34 Covenants are comprised of several 

elements, as we shall discover in the next lesson of this book. 

 

Marriage is common and generally understood by everyone. So Jesus uses adultery in marriage to illustrate how 

covenants are broken and that breaking any covenant is equivalent to adultery. He outlines the steps to 

committing adultery so they serve as warning signs to the disciples. 

 

Just as adultery occurs in a marital relationship it can also occurs in a spiritual relationship. When adultery occurs 

in a spiritual relationship it is called apostasy, falling away or idolatry. Three prophets, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 

Hosea, declared that the Israelites were committing adultery concerning their covenant with God. And in the book 

 
32 If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you. “Stop envying”. (Desiring what is not yours)  
 

33 If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you. “Stop stealing”. (Taking what is not yours)  
 

34 The Hebrew name for the “New Covenant” is “Brit Hadashah” (“new” meaning “Renew, Repair, Restore” – i.e. Jeremiah 31:31-

34, “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts,” and Ezekiel 36:26-27, “I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 

statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”) 



A Journey with Jesus 

Eighteen of Jesus’ Most Pivotal Lessons 

Page 23 of 131 

 

 

Key2Changes.com 
 

of James, Christians are accused of the same thing. You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the 

world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 

God. (James 4:4) Let's take a closer look at the covenant35 of marriage and how wedlock is broken. 

 

Marriage is a public statement of oneness. It is the act of a man and a woman becoming one physically, 

emotionally and spiritually. It involves an agreement or covenant between the two. They pledge their lives to one 

another, living together in union and showing favor towards one another. Marriage requires vows, oaths or 

promises to be given and God is witness to them. 

 

Divorce is also a public statement that there is a separation or cutting apart of the two lives36 that were joined in 

marriage. It is the final act of breaking of wedlock or a breaking of oneness. It indicates that the couple will not 

dwell together in union or show favor towards one another after the divorce occurs. 

 

When a married person engages in sexual relations with another who is not their spouse that person is committing 

adultery. According to Webster's Dictionary the word adulterate means: to corrupt, debase or make impure by the 

addition of a foreign or inferior substance. So when one of the spouses engages in sexual intercourse with 

someone besides their marriage partner the marriage becomes mixed or impure. Since the marriage no longer 

exists in its original state there are grounds for divorce. However, the marriage does not have to end in divorce if 

the offended party forgives the other and the couple is reconciled to one another. Their marriage has been 

restored and there has been no breaking of wedlock by divorce. 

 

According to Jesus, adultery also occurs upon remarriage after a divorce for a reason other than unchastity. In 

other words, the new marriage will be made corrupt, debased and impure by the addition of a foreign or inferior 

substance. Remember, if adultery was the grounds for the divorce the marriage had already been corrupted, 

debased and made impure. Jesus said, “And it was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE 

HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause 

of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”37 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced 

from her husband commits adultery.” (Luke 16:18, Mark 10:11) 

 

The Pharisees were well aware of the role that divorce plays in the issue of adultery and questioned Jesus on it. 

They wanted to know whether it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife at all. A full account of Jesus’ reply is 

found in Mark 10:3-12. “And He answered and said to them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ And they said, 

‘Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY.’ 

 

NOTE: Under the Law of Moses there are four grounds for divorce. The first three are neglecting to provide 1) 

food, 2) clothing and 3) conjugal love and the fourth is committing adultery. These four obligations parallel the 

vows exchanged by couples in Jewish marriages. By the way, these four were common in most societies during 

Jesus’ day. 

 

But Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the 

beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS 

FATHER AND MOTHER, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; consequently they are no longer two, 

but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.’ And in the house the disciples began 

questioning Him about this again. And He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman 

 
35 Covenant. See article on page 93 (“Relationship to God”) for a full explanation. 
36 “cutting apart of the two lives”: i.e. Genesis 15:1-18, “. . . When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot 

and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram . . .” and Jeremiah 34:18, “And 
the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made before me, I will make them like the 

calf that they cut in two and passed between in parts.” 
37 Matthew 18:8-9 
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commits adultery against her; and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is 

committing adultery.’”  The Apostle Paul reinforces this view in 1 Corinthians 7:10-16. 

 

An interesting point arose when the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught in the act of adultery38 to 

Jesus. What was this act of adultery? Most believe that she was a married woman caught in the act of having 

sexual relations with a man. If this were the case why wasn't the man stoned as well, since it was the law in 

Israel?39 The most likely scenario is this. The woman probably divorced her first husband and was in the process 

of marrying her second husband, who was a single man. She was caught in the act of committing adultery at the 

wedding ceremony when she was being remarried. 

 

The second part of this story is equally interesting. Let's look at what happened and how Jesus handled it. 
 

“Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do you say?” They were saying this, 

testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down and with His finger 

wrote on the ground. (John 8:5-6) 

 

Perhaps Jesus wrote Jeremiah 9:2, which God spoke through the prophet concerning all of Israel. For all of them 

are adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. (Jeremiah 9:2) 
 

But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among 

you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. (John 8:7-

8) 

 

Then perhaps Jesus wrote Psalm 32:1, which was written by King David after committing adultery with 

Bathsheba. How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! 
 

When they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, 

and the woman, where she was, in the center of the court. Straightening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

where are they? Did no one condemn you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn 

you, either. Go. From now on sin no more.” (John 8:9-11) 

 

The transition that Jesus makes from the issue of murder to adultery is seamless. It appears that He completely 

changes topics but He doesn't. He has been dealing with the root issue of both anger and adultery, which is 

covetousness, desiring something that doesn't belong to you. Jesus connects covetousness to adultery because it is 

this desire towards another that leads to divorce, the breaking of wedlock or oneness. 

 

The Commands: 

❖ If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you.  

❖ If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you.  

 

Group Discussion: 

1.  If you have been married what are some of the vows that you made? 

2.  What are some possible repercussions of breaking wedlock? 

 

The Lesson: 

The introduction to this lesson covered some of the legal issues involving adultery. But Jesus wants His disciples 

to see the root causes for it. The story of King David and Bathsheba shed light on these causes and contrast the 

moral and legal issues of adultery. Following is a summary of their story. 

 

 
38 John 8:1-11 
39 Deuteronomy 22:22 “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, 

and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.” 
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King David watched Bathsheba, a married woman bathe. The Law did not forbid this. Then David initiated 

physical contact with her. Then they had sexual intercourse and she became pregnant. Adulterous sexual relations 

were forbidden under the Law. David tried to hide the consequences of his sin, the unborn child. If he couldn't 

find a way out of the predicament Bathsheba would be shamed, more than likely divorced and possibly stoned to 

death. 

 

David hatched a plan to have Bathsheba's husband’ Uriah, who was a commander in the army and away at war, 

return to Jerusalem. David wanted Uriah to have sexual relations with Bathsheba while he was at home on leave 

from the army so that it would appear that the unborn child was theirs. However, Uriah didn't have sexual 

relations with Bathsheba. David realized that if Uriah divorced Bathsheba, everyone would know that he was 

committing adultery if he married her. 

 

So David devised a second plan. He sent Uriah back to war and instructed another commander to allow Uriah to 

be killed in the fighting. This gave the appearance that David didn't really murder him. It also appeared that David 

had the right to marry Bathsheba since her husband died and she had not been divorced. However, God knew the 

intentions of David’s heart and brought judgment against him. 

 

As He did with the issue of murder, Jesus discloses the pattern of steps that lead to divorce, the final act of 

breaking wedlock. Each of the steps also serves as a warning. Then Jesus issues instructions for overcoming the 

temptation at each step. Committing adultery is about being unfaithful to one's vows. And it all starts with a look. 

 

In Matthew 5:28, Jesus says that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her 

already in his heart. He places the responsibility for the sin of adultery squarely on the shoulders of the man. If a 

man is married or was married and divorced from his wife, then he should not be looking to take another woman 

as his wife in the first place. Secondly, it is the single man's duty to find out whether a woman is married or was 

married and divorced before he pursues her. He is free to choose from women who have never been married or 

those whose spouse’s have died. 

 

The temptation to commit the sin of adultery comes through the lust of the eyes. It is the sin of envy or 

covetousness, desiring something or someone an individual is not entitled to. It is the way that one person looks at 

another. In our society we have a term for that look. We say that, “his or her eyes are green with envy.” Jesus 

gives His disciples the solution for preventing the lustful look. He commands them to pluck out their right eye and 

throw it away if it offends them. This Aramaic idiom simply means, “Stop envying or coveting.” 

 

Jesus goes on to say, “If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for 

you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.” The second step towards 

committing adultery involves taking possession of another person. Usually this happens through inappropriate 

touching. This is a lust of the flesh. Jesus commands His disciples to cut off their right hand if it offends them. 

The idiom means “stop stealing.” Most people on the path to adultery think they are having illicit sexual 

encounters with a person other than their spouse. They have never considered themselves envious people or 

thieves. 

 

The final step and warning is adulterous sexual intercourse. Jesus demands that His disciples not to divorce their 

spouses for any reason other than infidelity in the relationship. In that case the spouse has already violated the 

marriage covenant by becoming one with another person. 
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Reading the Scripture: 
 

Jesus Teaches on Divorce 

Matthew 19:1-12, Mark 10:1-12 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And it came about that when Jesus had finished these words, He went from there to the region of Judea, and 

beyond the Jordan; and great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. Crowds gathered around 

Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them. And some Pharisees came to 

Him, testing Him, and saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?” And He 

answered and said, “Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE 

AND FEMALE40, and said, ‘FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, 

AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’?41 Consequently 

they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” They said 

to Him, “Why then did Moses command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her 

AWAY?”42 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; 

but from the beginning it has not been this way. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for 

immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” And in the house the disciples began questioning 

Him about this again. And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 

adultery against her; and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing 

adultery.” The disciples said to Him, “If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to 

marry.” But He said to them, “Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been 

given. For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who 

were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the 

kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it.”  

 

Spiritual adultery with God follows the same path. In the first step a person looks at or desires other gods. In the 

second he serves them. The third step he prays to them. This act is called apostasy meaning a falling away from 

or separating from. In the Scriptures we are told the Israel played the harlot. They went after foreign gods and 

served them. 

 

God was displeased with Israel and even gave the northern kingdom a writ of divorce.43 Yet He has remained a 

faithful husband to them by not taking another people . . . waiting patiently for the day when they would return to 

Him. God has shown Himself to be a faithful husband. In 2 Timothy 2:11-13, Paul writes about the faithfulness of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. “It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him; If we 

endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; If we are faithless, He remains 

faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.” The way of love is faithfulness in relationships. 

 

Group Discussion: 

3.  How does Jesus’ teaching on adultery contrast with our society’s views? 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Avoid the lustful look. 
 
 

 
40 MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. Genesis 1:27  
 

41 'FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE 
TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH?'. Genesis 2:24  
 

42 GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY? Deuteronomy 24:1-4  
 

43 Jeremiah 3:8, “She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her 

treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore.” (Jeremiah 3:1, 6-15, 17, 19-23, 25 and the book of Hosea 

also deals extensively with this subject.) 
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Lesson 14 

 

The Scales of Justice 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

Tell the group one decision you made that you regretted? 

 

Introduction: 

“Do not judge lest you be judged.” This statement falls with conviction on Jesus’ hearers like a ton of bricks. It is 

perhaps one of the most misunderstood passages of Scripture and difficult to swallow for many. If that statement 

were left to stand on its own it would appear that Christians should never make a decision regarding anything. 

However, this is not the case. Taken in the context of the statements that follow it, we see Jesus is speaking about 

two different subjects: 1) judging other people and 2) discerning what is good and what is evil, then taking the 

appropriate actions.    

 

In this lesson, the topic of judging other people will be covered. In lesson #15, we will cover discerning good and 

evil for one’s self. Before going into Jesus’ commentary on judging other people, lets see what elements are 

required in order to make a fair, impartial judgment of another person.  
 

1. A judge. 

2. A law. 

3. An accuser. 

4. An accused. 

5. Testimony of witnesses. 

6. A verdict. 

7. And if necessary, a sentence. 

 

A legal, civil, religious or divine authority, must appoint the judge. The questions to those who are disciples of 

Jesus Christ are “Have you been appointed a judge and if so by whom?” According to Scripture there is one who 

has been appointed by God to judge and that is Jesus Christ. The book of Acts 10:42-43 says, “And He ordered us 

to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of 

the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in 

Him receives forgiveness of sins.” 

 

A legal, civil, religious or divine authority, must establish a law. There are many laws that have been established 

by a constituted authority and include: family, civil, God’s law, the Law of Moses and the Law of the Spirit to 

name but a few. In order to bring charges against the accused it is important to know which law he is under. The 

judge must have a thorough knowledge of that law and remain within its boundaries in order to produce a 

righteous judgment. For example, it would be inappropriate for a U.S. municipal magistrate to pass a sentence 

under Islamic law. He was not appointed to do it, has no knowledge of the Koran, and certainly would not be able 

to stay within its boundaries.  

 

The accuser must bring his case to the judge of the constituted authority. He cannot serve as judge! Otherwise it 

would be a travesty of justice because there would be no impartiality, due to his bias in the case. And the accuser 

cannot legally charge the accused. Only those who have legal authority over the accused can bring formal 

charges. 

 

To be a fair impartial trial, the accuser must bring satisfactory evidence to convict the accused of breaking the 

law. Usually the evidence is in the form of, the testimony of witnesses. These witnesses can be people or material 

evidence such as DNA, fingerprints, written records, etc. According to the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 13:1, he 

states that EVERY FACT IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. 
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The judge, not the accuser, is the only one who can render a verdict of innocent or guilty. Both the accuser and the 

accused must abide by his decision. If the accused is found guilty the judge alone decides the appropriate sentence 

for the crime committed. Then the judge hands over the guilty party to the person who will carry out his sentence. 

The accuser is not permitted to carry out the sentence, only those appointed by the judge! 

 

Perhaps Jesus issued this command “Do not judge, lest you be judged” because He knew the hearts of men. Most 

want to serve as lawmaker, judge, accuser, witness, and executioner when they see another do something, they 

consider wrong in their eyes. But most would not want to be treated by another in the same manner. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. What commentary do you have on the introduction to this lesson? 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

The Scales of Justice 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:1-5, Luke 6:36-42 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. And do not judge44 and you will not be judged; and do not 

condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and it will be given to 

you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your 

standard of measure it will be measured to you in return." And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man 

cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? A pupil is not above his teacher; but 

everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher. And why do you look at the speck that is in 

your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 

'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your 

own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the 

speck that is in your brother's eye.  

 

The Commands: 

❖ Be merciful. 

❖ Do not judge and you will not be judged. 

❖ Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  

❖ Pardon, and you will be pardoned. 

❖ Give, and it will be given to you. 

❖ First take the log out of your own eye. 

 

The Lesson – Part 1: 

After His opening volley of words, “Do not judge lest you be judged”, Jesus begins to reinforce his position. He 

explains the system of justice in the family of God. The first part of God’s justice system He expresses this way, 

“For in the way you judge, you will be judged.” In other words, the method and manner in which a disciple judges 

another, is the same way in which God will judge the disciple. 

 

Since we will be judged in the same manner as we judge others, some sobering thoughts should come to mind. 

One thought might be, “Which law do I want God to judge me under, the Law of Moses or the Law of the Spirit, 

which is the law of liberty?” Another thought might be, “Would I want God to serve as both my accuser and 

judge at the same time?” Would I expect God to listen to other witnesses instead of just the accuser? Would I 

 
44 Do not judge. Do not be a faultfinder. This does not mean that we are not to be wise and discerning people who can make sound 

judgments.  
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hope that He would check the credibility of those witnesses? And would I want the opportunity to provide for my 

defense? Then perhaps we should accord others these same courtesies! 

 

Jesus explains the second part of God’s justice system this way, “By your standard of measure, it will be 

measured to you.” In other words, the verdict and sentence you mete out to others is the same one you will 

receive from God. “Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned: forgive and you will be forgiven.”  The 

disciple of Jesus needs to ponder more questions. Do I want God to condemn me or forgive me? If He condemns 

me do I want the punishment to be gentle or harsh?  

 

Jesus indicates that the law of sowing and reaping is in effect when He says, “Give, and it will be given to you; 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.”  Not only does a 

person reap what he sows, but also it will return to him in like manner many times over. Just as one seed produces 

many seeds, furnishing both bread to the eater and seed to the sower, so are a person’s judgments in this world.  

 

Group Discussion: 

2. Based on what you have just learned, how will you judge others? 

 

The Lesson – Part 2: 

Jesus continues to teach His disciples about the judgment of others by speaking a parable to them. He begins the 

parable with two rhetorical questions. A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into 

a pit?  And then finishes it with the command, “first take the log out of your own eye.”  

 

Several conclusions can be drawn from the parable within the context of Jesus’ subject. First, Jesus equates the 

blind man as one who seeks to judge another. Second, the reason he is blind is because he has a log in his own eye 

that is blinding him. Third, the one who judges another should not be directing, leading or making disciples of 

anyone else since he cannot see clearly himself. Fourth, anyone who judges another, certainly should not follow 

someone like himself, since they are both blind and will fall into the same trap. And fifth, both blind individuals 

should find someone who has clear vision to lead them. 

 

Jesus second statement is “A disciple is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will 

be like his teacher.” For a disciple, it is important to know if his teacher judges other people or not, since the 

disciple will become like him. According to the Apostle John, Jesus was not sent to judge anyone. "For God did 

not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him. "He who 

believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the only begotten Son of God.”45 

 

As we continue to focus on Jesus’ second statement we understand that a disciple needs to be fully trained. 

Training consists of two parts: learning and application or to say it another way, hearing and obeying. An 

individual is not trained unless he accomplishes both parts.  It takes time to become trained. And a disciple can 

never be taught anything from his teacher that the teacher does not already know. A point for Christians to ponder 

is, whom do they want as their teacher: Satan, who is identified in the book of Revelation as the accuser of the 

brethren or Jesus Christ, the savior of the world?   

 

Jesus states the final part of the parable this way: 
 

And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own 

eye?  Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you 

yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and 

then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye. (Matthew 7:3-5) 

 

 
45 John 3:17-18 
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Some observations are in order to grasp what Jesus wants His disciples to understand. First, both individuals in 

the parable are related to one another as siblings. They have a common parent. And since Jesus is discussing 

values in the family of God, the disciples are assured that He is talking about everyone who has God as their 

Father. 

 

Second, any individual with a log in his eye is certainly going to have a difficult time seeing a speck in someone 

else’s eye. The log would block his view, essentially rendering him blind. Also the person with the log in his eye 

must be looking pretty hard in order to see a mere speck in another’s eye. He must be scrutinizing his brother very 

closely. He is definitely looking for something.  

 

Third, it is interesting to note that the person with the log in his eye made the discovery of the speck in the other’s 

eye based on his sight alone. Usually the person with the speck in his eye would notice the irritation before 

anyone else. Then that person would remove it himself or possibly ask another if he is having difficulty doing it 

himself.  

 

Several questions arise about the individual with the log in his eye. How can he not notice a log in his own eye? 

Has he been so desensitized to pain that he doesn’t notice it? And if he is that insensitive, would anyone want his 

assistance in removing their speck since it requires a gentle touch to do so? Why has he not removed his log? Is 

he even able to remove specks since he finds it so difficult to remove logs? And since he hasn’t noticed the log in 

his own eye can anyone be sure that he can actually detect specks in other people’s eyes? 

 

Group Discussion: 

3. From this parable we are able to gain spiritual insight by asking several why questions. 

a. Why was the person with the log in his eye looking at his fellow believer so closely? (In order to find 

fault in him.) 

b. Why would a believer wish to find fault with another? (To make the other person of less value or to 

gain power over another.)  

c. What issues do faultfinders have? (Their judging of others arises from a need to increase their own 

self-worth. They do not really believe that God is doing His job parenting and consider Him a poor 

dispenser of justice. They believe they are better judges of what needs to be done then God; hence they 

appoint themselves as judges. The root cause of this stems from pride.) 

d. Decide for yourselves; is the root cause of judging another good or evil? 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

There is only one judge, and I’m not him. 

 

Application: 

Make a conscientious effort not to judge another. Prepare to tell the group at the next meeting of any trials you 

encounter in this endeavor. 
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Lesson 15 

 

Developing Discernment 
 

Group Icebreakers: 

• Bring a book with a Bible cover on it to the group meeting and show it to the group while asking what it 

is? (The response is most likely to be "a Bible.") 

• Bring a book with a Bible cover on it to the group meeting and show it to the group while asking what it 

is? (The response is most likely to be "a Bible.") 

• Have everyone open their Bibles to John 7:24. 

• You begin reading a few lines from the book with the Bible cover on it. 

• Then ask the group to relate John 7:24 with what has just transpired. 

 

Introduction: 

In the previous lesson, the topic of judging other people was discussed. Jesus’ disciples were told not to judge 

other people. Several passages in the New Testament support this action and we will review them here. The first 

statement is from the book of Romans.46 “Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you who passes 

judgment, for in that you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. And 

we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. And do you suppose this, O 

man, when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape 

the judgment of God? Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not 

knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant 

heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

who WILL RENDER TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.” In effect, the apostle Paul equates those 

who judge other people, as being stubborn and having unrepentant hearts. They are storing up wrath for 

themselves. 

 

Another statement in the book of Romans says, “Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master 

he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.”47  The apostle Paul continues in this 

vein of thought.48 “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with 

contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, ‘AS I LIVE, SAYS THE 

LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD.’ So then 

each one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 

  

James, the Lord’s brother and head of the Church in Jerusalem adds strength to the issue of judging others in the 

epistle under his name. He states, “Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother, 

or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of 

the law, but a judge of it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but 

who are you who judge your neighbor?”49  Near the end of his epistle James reinforces the point again when he 

says, “Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge 

is standing right at the door.”50 Every one of these Scriptures supports Jesus’ teaching: "Do not judge and you 

will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.”  

 

Jesus’ disciples are not to judge other people because God has not appointed them as judge. In the book of Acts it 

is written, "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere 

 
46 Romans 2:1-6 
47 Romans 14:4 
48 Romans 14:10-12 
49 James 4:11-12 
50 James 5:9 
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should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man 

whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”51 The book of Romans 

adds force to the point as it declares, “On the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of 

men through Christ Jesus.”52 And the book entitled Hebrews sums it up. “For we know Him who said, 

‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.’ And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.’ it is a 

terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”53 

 

Although Jesus does not want His disciples to judge other people, he does expect them to discern spiritual truths 

and make decisions between good and evil. The three words: judge, discern and decision are very similar. In fact 

the word judge is used many times in place of discern and decision throughout Scripture and it is only by its use 

in the context that it’s true meaning can be arrived at.  

 

An illustration of this point comes from the Gospel of Luke 7:41-43 when Jesus tells a parable to a man named, 

Simon. "A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they 

were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him more? Simon 

answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’ And He said to him, ‘You have judged correctly.’” 

In this case Simon did not directly judge another person but correctly discerned a spiritual truth. 

 

The meanings of the word discern are: to perceive or recognize or to make out clearly. It is a discovery of the 

truth about something or someone in which a personal opinion can be formed. Once the truth is known, an 

individual may take action regarding the matter. However, the action does not have to be the judgment of another, 

which requires issuing a decree or passing a sentence upon them. Jesus summarizes the concept in a statement He 

makes to His disciples at a later time. “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be 

shrewd as serpents (discerning), and innocent as doves (without passing judgment).”54  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Developing Discernment 
The Sermon on the Mount  

Matthew 7:6 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Do not give what is holy to dogs55, and do not throw your pearls before swine,56 lest they trample them under 

their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.  

 

The Commands: 

❖ Do not give what is holy to dogs. 

❖ Do not throw your pearls before swine. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. What criteria do you use to discern between good and evil? 

 

 

 
51 Acts 17:31-32 
52 Romans 2:16 
53 Hebrews 10:30-31 
54 Matthew 10:16 
55 Do not give what is holy to dogs. Dogs are considered fools, those who say in their heart, “There is no God.” Proverbs 26:11 says, 
“As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.” The point is, don’t give fools those things which are God’s since they don’t 

believe there is a God anyway.  
 

56 Do not throw your pearls before swine. Swine are those who lack discretion, the ability to make good decisions. Proverbs 11:22 
says, “Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a woman who shows no discretion.” The point is, don’t give women, who show no 

discretion, something that is valuable since they won’t know what to do with it anyway.  
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The Lesson: 

Throughout Scripture disciples are encouraged to be discerning. In fact, one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is the 

discerning of spirits, which is to assist the Church in determining what is good and what is evil. Discerning good 

and evil according to the writer of the book of Hebrews requires training the senses.57 Through training and 

practice, maturity in discernment comes. In trials, two or more witnesses were required before a judgment could 

be rendered. To accurately discern between good and evil, three factors need to be considered before an opinion is 

formed. All three are to be in agreement. They are: 
 

1. The individual’s actions or deeds.  

2. The individual’s words. 

3. The Word of God. 

 

As the saying goes, “You cannot judge a book by its cover” neither can you discern good and evil by outward 

appearance alone. An individual’s actions or a situation’s outward appearance is important in discerning but 

cannot be the exclusive test. For example, if we saw someone pointing a gun at someone else, we don’t have 

enough information to discern whether it is good or evil; we need more information. Nicodemus once reminded 

the rulers of Israel about making an accurate discernment when he said, “Our Law does not judge a man, unless it 

first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it.”58 Jesus also said, “As I hear, I judge.”59   

 

Words are an important indicator of what is in the heart: the spirit behind the motive. Jesus alluded to this when 

speaking with the Pharisees. “For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man out of his good 

treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil.”60 Motives 

matter to God.  

 

Previously in His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus used three illustrations of men doing good deeds: almsgiving, 

prayer and fasting. The people who did these goods deeds received rewards. Those who did them privately 

received their reward from God. Those who did them to be seen publicly received praise from men, but Jesus 

labeled them as hypocrites. He knew their motives. According to the book of Proverbs, “Every man's way is right 

in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the hearts.”61 

 

The Word of God, as revealed through Scripture or the Holy Spirit, is the final factor in discerning good and 

evil. Do actions and words or appearances and motives line up with the Word of God? The book of Hebrews says, 

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart.”62 For those who use the Scriptures in discerning, it is important to do so correctly and calls for more than 

just a cursory knowledge of them. The Apostle Paul encouraged Timothy in his study of the Scriptures. “Be 

diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling 

accurately the word of truth.”63 

 

In the first part of his teaching on discernment Jesus issues a pair of commands to His disciples that require 

discerning good and evil and then taking the appropriate action. “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not 

throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.”  These 

commands test the disciple’s ability to understand the Scriptures and accurately apply them. In the literal sense, 

no one but a child or insane person would even think of doing anything like Jesus is indicating. Common sense 

 
57 Hebrews 5:14 
58 John 7:51 
59 John 5:30 
60 Matthew 12:34 
61 Proverbs 21:2 
62 Hebrews 4:12 
63 2 Timothy 2:15 
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dictates that animals do not know the value what is holy or valuable, so why give them holy things or pearls in the 

first place. It is better to give them their food.  

 

However, most people upon hearing the commands recognize that there has to be more to them than the literal 

interpretation. They understand that Jesus is using these commands figuratively in order to communicate a deeper 

spiritual truth to the disciples. But it takes more than this intuitive sense to know what Jesus is talking about and 

then to apply it accurately.  

 

In the natural world, children begin using their five senses immediately, but it takes several years to develop them 

fully. Part of this natural maturing process requires learning words to communicate the senses. And children must 

also learn to associate concepts and ideas to make mature decisions. In most societies, children are not even held 

accountable for their decisions until they reach puberty. For example, a three-year old child might attempt to feed 

a pig his mother’s jewelry but a twelve year-old wouldn’t even consider it. The same principle holds true for 

disciples as well. Once a person has been born again into the kingdom of God he begins to develop his spiritual 

senses, learns words to communicate them and uses Scripture to develop God’s ideas and concepts. 

 

In order to understand what Jesus is spiritually talking about in issuing these two commands we’ll start with some 

general observations. 
 

1. The commands are more specifically directed to an immature disciple, since a mature one would not even 

consider doing anything like this in the first place. The mature person has had his senses trained to discern 

good and evil. 

2. The giving or throwing action indicates an attempt at feeding something to the animals. 

3. Dogs and swine are beasts. They do not have the same nature as the one doing the feeding: in this case a 

disciple. Therefore they cannot be fellow believers in Jesus Christ. 

4. The word “holy” indicates something belonging to or dedicated to God. 

5. The term “your pearls” indicates something valuable that the individual who is doing the feeding 

possesses.  

 

The first command deals with giving something holy to dogs. Dogs are referred to in the book of Proverbs, “Like 

a dog that returns to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.”64 Through this Scripture we discover a dog is 

likened to a fool. And a fool according to Scripture is more than a silly or unwise person; he is one who does not 

believe in God. Psalms 14:1 says, “The fool has said in his heart, there is no God." In the proverb, both the dog 

and the fool return to their vomit, which consists of something they have eaten or partaken of and rejected. 

 

In His teaching, Jesus said that the beasts would trample underfoot or despise what the disciple gives them and 

then turn on the disciple himself, to destroy him. A reference to this is found in the book of Proverbs, “He who 

corrects a scoffer gets dishonor for himself, and he who reproves a wicked man gets insults for himself. Do not 

reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you, reprove a wise man, and he will love you.”65 A scoffer and a fool are one in 

the same. The point concerning dogs is “don’t give anything that belongs to God to one who has rejected God 

already.” (i.e. Holy Communion, spiritual gifts, yourself, etc.) 

 

The second command involves casting pearls before swine. From Scripture we learn that pearls are associated 

with wisdom or precious truths. The book of Job 28:18 says, “And the acquisition of wisdom is above that of 

pearls.”  Swine are referred to in the book of Proverbs 11:22, “As a ring of gold in a swine's snout, so is a 

beautiful woman who lacks discretion.”   

 

A woman who lacks discretion is one who lacks: taste, perception, reason, intelligence, advice, behavior, 

judgment, or understanding. She entices people to sin. This reference to her character is found in the book of 

 
64 Proverbs 26:11 . 
65 Proverbs 9:7-8 
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Proverbs 9:13-18. “The woman of folly is boisterous, she is naive, and knows nothing. And she sits at the doorway 

of her house, on a seat by the high places of the city, calling to those who pass by, who are making their paths 

straight: ‘Whoever is naive, let him turn in here,’ and to him who lacks understanding she says, ‘Stolen water is 

sweet; and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.’ But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guests are in 

the depths of Sheol.”  The point concerning swine is “don’t give wisdom to one who can’t perceive or 

understand it.” (“Remember, the fear [reverence] of the Lord66  is the beginning of wisdom,” Proverbs 9:10) 

 

Summary: 

Many sincere Christians want to give godly things they possess to everyone around them. However Jesus 

commands His disciples to be mature and discerning in giving these things to others. They include such things as 

the gospel, communion, wisdom, instruction and spiritual gifts. He recognized that some people will not only 

reject what the disciple is trying to give them but will actual despise it and turn on the disciple as well. Jesus sets 

boundaries for His disciples to live within because He loves and wants to protect them. So each of us should heed 

His warning and obey His commands. 

 

Application: 
 

Read: Mark 7:24-30 and answer the following questions. Briefly explain the reasons for your answers. 
 

The Syrophoenician Woman 

Matthew 15:21-28, Mark 7:24-30 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

AD 30, Summer 

And from there He arose and went away to the region of Tyre.67 And when He had entered a house, He 

wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice.  And behold, a Canaanite68 woman came out 

from that region, and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

cruelly demon-possessed."  But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came to Him and kept 

asking Him, saying, "Send her away, for she is shouting out after us."  But He answered and said, "I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, 

"Lord, help me!" Now the woman was a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician69 race. And she kept asking Him to 

cast the demon out of her daughter. And He was saying to her, "Let the children be satisfied first, for it is not 

good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs,”70 but she answered and said to Him, "Yes, Lord, 

but even the dogs under the table feed on the children's crumbs." And He said to her, "O woman, your faith is 

great; be it done for you as you wish; because of this answer go your way; the demon has gone out of your 

daughter." And her daughter was healed at once.  And going back to her home, she found the child lying on 

the bed, the demon having departed. 
 

1.  Was the Syrophoenician woman a swine? (No, she recognized value and went to receive it from Jesus.) 
 

2.  Was the Syrophoenician woman a dog? (Although Jesus initially associated the woman with dogs, she 

proved to Him that she was a believer.  

a.  She recognized and honored God. 

b.  She called upon the goodness and mercy of God. 

c.  She recognized and honored God’s children.  

d.  She recognized her place, accepted it in humility respecting God and His choices. 

e.  She assured Jesus that she would accept anything at His hands and not turn on Him.) 

 
66 Fear [reverence] of the Lord. Holding God’s Word above all other words. 
 

67 Tyre. A city located in Phoenicia (present day Lebanon) on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It is approximately 35 miles NW of 

Capernaum. 
 

68 Canaanite. Descendants of Canaan on whom a curse was placed by Noah, which called for them to be a race of servants. These 

people once inhabited the land of Israel but were driven out when the Israelites were given the land by God. 
 

69 Syrophoenician. An individual who came from the area of Phoenicia that was absorbed into the Syrian kingdom. 
 

70 Dogs. In this case the word used is for the household pet, not the wild dogs. 
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3. How did Jesus make His judgment? (By what He heard. 

a. “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not 

seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me,” (John 5:30) 

b. “For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man out of his good treasure 

brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil. And I 

say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day 

of judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned,” 

(Matthew 12:34-37) 

c. “Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is counted 

prudent,” (Proverbs 17:28)) 
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Lesson 17 

 

Fruit Inspection 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

What is your favorite fruit and how do you check it for quality? 

 

Introduction: 

As Jesus begins to draw the Sermon on the Mount to a close, He continues to admonish His disciples to be 

discerning, to know the difference between good and evil. He cautions them to be wary of false prophets. Then 

He explains how to discern them and their error.  

 

The simple definition of a prophet is a person who declares the will of a god to people. They are usually endowed 

with supernatural gifts, which serve as signs and wonders to people that their testimony is authentic. One of the 

common gifts is the extraordinary ability to foretell some future event; hence many times they are called seers. As 

their primary responsibility is to reveal the will of god they can be classified along with teachers. Some prophets 

and teachers are true and some are false.  

 

The one true God wants people to heed His prophets and His teachers because they are sent as gifts to aid the 

people in walking in the way of righteousness. However, the Israelites were told to test the prophets to see if they 

were false. These tests can be found in the thirteenth and eighteenth chapters of the book of Deuteronomy. There 

are two tests and the failure to meet both tests, resulted in the death of the prophet. 

 

The first test involved speaking in the name of the Lord. Even if the sign or wonder came to pass as the prophet 

declared but he told the people to serve other gods, he was false. The second test involved a prophet speaking his 

own mind. Even if a prophet came to the people in the name of the Lord but his sign or wonder did not come to 

pass as he said, he was false.           

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 7:15-29, Luke 6:43-49 

 

Fruit Inspection 
The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:15-20, Luke 6:43-45 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You 

will know them by their fruits. For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit; nor, on the other hand, a 

bad tree which produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from 

thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings 

forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks 

from that which fills his heart. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So 

then, you will know them by their fruits.” 

 

Matthew 7:21-29, Luke 6:46-49 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My 

Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 

and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' And why do you call Me, 

'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM 
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ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'71 Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and 

acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a 

foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, 

because it had been well built. But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who 

built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it 

collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.” The result was that when Jesus had finished these words, the 

multitudes were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their 

scribes.  

 

The Command: 

❖ Beware of false prophets. 

 

The Lesson: 

With the giving of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, power 

was given to the Church to prophesy and perform signs and wonders. However, it would provide an opportunity 

for false prophets and teachers to creep in unnoticed and destroy God’s people from within. Jesus foresaw this 

time of deception and warned the disciples that in the last days false prophets would come and mislead many. 

Knowing that some would be able to both speak in His name and perform signs and wonders that would come to 

pass, Jesus instructed His disciples to use a third method to test the prophets and teachers: the test of character. 

“You will know them by their fruits.”72 

 

These false prophets are difficult to detect because they disguise themselves as members of Jesus’ flock but 

inwardly they are ravenous wolves. From a previous lesson we discovered that dogs are those who have rejected 

God in their hearts and wolves are part of the canine family. The Apostle Paul spoke to the Church at Ephesus 

concerning these men.73 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

them.” Based on the book of Jude verse 11 it appears that the false prophets and teachers have three basic traits in 

common. Jude says, “For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error 

of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.”   

 

Cain, Balaam and Korah have several things in common with one another. Each of them intimately knew God, 

heard Him speak, and was placed in a position of prominence by God. They each worshipped God and made 

offerings to Him. However, none of them was content with God. Each was motivated by covetousness and wanted 

to override God authority by doing things their own way. And each of them was responsible for the death of 

God’s people. 

 

Cain74 was the first-born son of a man and woman. He knew the story of Adam and Eve’s failure to obey God, 

their consequences, and the curse upon the land. And He knew of God’s forgiveness and mercy towards his 

parents when God provided skins as a covering for their nakedness. Yet Cain tried to obtain God’s favor by the 

works of his hands and the sweat of his brow when he brought an offering from the produce of land that God had 

cursed. God rejected Cain’s offering but accepted his younger brother Abel’s, who brought the first born of his 

flocks.  

 

Abel honored God. He had respect for God’s authority and trusted in His ways of doing things. He recognized 

God’s favor was not obtained by man’s effort but through his thankfulness for God’s provision. Abel did not have 

 
71 'DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS'. Leviticus 26. Lawlessness here means living without law or in 

violation of the law. Followers of Jesus Christ are still under law . . . The Law of the Spirit of Christ, a higher standard of living, the 

Spirit of the Law. 
 

72 Matthew 7:16, 20 
73 Acts 20:29-30 
74 The story of Cain is found in Genesis 4:1-8 
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to work by the sweat of his brow on the land that God had cursed to bring his offering. He had only to be thankful 

to God for his sheep. They provided Abel with food, drink, and clothing. Then, through no effort on Abel’s part, 

the sheep multiplied naturally providing an offering to God and an increase in his wealth. Because Cain coveted 

his brother’s favor he murder him. 

 

Balaam75 was a prophet of God. He was able to accurately hear God’s voice, foretell the future, and had power to 

bless or curse people. Balak, king of the Moabites, hired Balaam to curse Israel. However, God prevented him 

from doing it. First, Balaam was rebuked by his own donkey and second, God only allowed him to bless Israel. 

But Balaam coveted the king’s gold.  Despite knowing God’s will in the matter, Balaam instructed the king on a 

method that would destroy Israel. The king was to send the women of Moab to entice the men of Israel. The 

women would turn the hearts of the men to worship and serve the gods of Moab thereby causing God to destroy 

His own people because of their sin. The plan worked and many of God’s people were destroyed. 

 

Korah76 was an Israelite. He was a descendant of Levi, whose tribe officiated as priests. He belonged to the clan 

of Kohath, which was held in high esteem because God had chosen them to bear the sacred furnishings and 

utensils used for worship in the tabernacle. Korah was a leader of his people. He knew God, he had seen all the 

miracles that God had performed through Moses and that God had chosen Moses to lead the people. Yet he 

rebelled because he coveted Moses’ power and authority. His rebellion resulted in the destruction of himself, his 

family and two hundred and fifty other leaders of Israel and their families. 

 

After the short review of these men’s lives we see that their primary focus was self-promotion. Their actions 

show they were motivated by personal gain not by the love of God and man. Cain, Balaam and Korah are used in 

Scripture as examples that wrong motivation can occur in the three different aspects of man: body, soul, and 

spirit. The way of Cain involves the body. It is satisfying the desires of the flesh and is evidenced by 1) unholy 

living in the midst of the people of God. The error of Balaam is satisfying the desires of the soul by greed and is 

evidenced by 2) teaching that causes the people of God to fall. The rebellion of Korah involves the spirit. Its 

basis is pride and consists of grumbling and complaining against God, His leaders and His ways. It is evidenced 

through 3) causing division in the people of God.  

 

Jesus clearly tells His disciples that not everyone who declares that Jesus is Lord actually belongs to Him. He is 

cautioning His disciples about an error concerning salvation that will creep into the Church. According to the 

Apostle Paul in the book of Romans 10:8–11, the way of salvation is explained. "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN 

YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART77 -- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess 

with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be 

saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 

salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.’” 

 

The apostle Paul simply and correctly states the way of salvation. But men will pervert this truth. In his second 

epistle the Apostle Peter warns his hearers that the untaught and unstable will distort what the Apostle Paul 

teaches, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. Next he cautions them to be on their 

guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, they fall from their own steadfastness. Then he 

encourages them to grow in the grace and knowledge of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.78 

 

The perversion that Peter is talking about concerns the lordship of Jesus Christ. It involves giving only mental 

ascent to the fact that Jesus is Lord. People will simply say the words “Jesus is Lord” and believe they will be 

saved. To them the statement becomes a magical incantation or ticket to heaven. Whereas the truth of the matter is 

that when a person confesses that Jesus is Lord, he is in fact stating that he will do everything that his Lord 

 
75 The story of Balaam is found in Numbers 22:1-21, 25:1-3 and 31:16. Also see Revelation 2:14. 
76 The story of Korah is found in Numbers 16:1-35. 
77 Deuteronomy 30:11-20 
78 2 Peter 3:16-18 
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commands him to do. When a person does not do as his Lord commands it shows that he is a hypocrite, saying 

one thing and doing another. His behavior reveals his character. He really doesn’t believe in his heart that Jesus is 

Lord or he would do what Jesus says.  As James puts it in his epistle, “Faith without works is dead.” 

    

Jesus affirms this when He says, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”79 Those 

who pervert the gospel of grace do so by declaring that they are no longer under law, but grace. What this means 

to them is that they are free to live in any manner of their choosing, which it is a perversion. In essence they are 

saying that there is no authority greater than themselves and they can do whatever is right in their own eyes. There 

is no one who is Lord of their life.   

 

In his epistle to the Romans chapter 6, verses 14-15, the Apostle Paul does state that the followers of Jesus Christ 

are no longer under law, but under grace. When read in context of the whole epistle it is understood that Jesus’ 

disciples are no longer bound to follow to the letter of the Law of Moses. But by the grace of God they are bound 

to follow the law of the Spirit. The obligation under the law of the Spirit is to be motivated by love for God and 

others in everything a person says and does. 

 

The Apostle Paul brings further clarity to the issue in his epistle to the Galatians by contrasting the Law of Moses 

and the Spirit of Christ. In Galatians 5:18, he states that a person being led by the Holy Spirit is not under the 

Law. But he doesn’t stop there. His next statements show whether the Holy Spirit or a person’s own flesh is 

leading him. “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice 

such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”80  

 

Jesus clearly exposes this perversion of the Gospel in His parable of the two house builders. Both men built 

houses to protect themselves from the storm. The storm represents the wrath or judgment of God since He alone 

controls the forces of nature. The houses represent the means by which the men will be saved from the wrath or 

judgment of God. One man’s salvation was based on sand, which equates to only hearing Jesus’ words. This 

man’s hope of salvation was destroyed. The other man’s salvation was based on rock, which equates to both 

hearing and doing Jesus’ words. This man’s hope of salvation proved adequate.        

 

In the gospel of John 12:47-50, Jesus reiterates this truth. "And if anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep 

them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and 

does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. For 

I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to 

say, and what to speak. And I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just 

as the Father has told Me.” 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Don’t believe every word someone speaks . . . inspect his fruit. 

 

Application: 

Jesus wants His disciples to be fruit inspectors, to discern good and evil, and to choose for themselves that which 

is good without judging others. By using Scripture we can begin to discern false prophets and teachers.  

1.  Read the following passages of Scripture in order one at a time. 

a.  Jude 

b.  2 John :7-11 

 
79 Matthew 7:23 
80 Galatians 5:19-23 
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c.  1 John 2:18-23, 4:1-6, and 5:1-5 

d.  2 Peter 2:1-22 

2.  Identify the behaviors of false prophets and teachers revealed in each passage of Scripture. 

3.  List each behavior under one of the three basic character traits exhibited by Cain, Balaam or Korah.  

 

The Way of Cain (desires of the flesh … unholy living in the midst of the people of God)   

1.  Ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness. 

2.  They defile the flesh. 

3.  Caring for themselves. 

4.  They are worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. 

5.  Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned. 

6.  They indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires. 

7.  They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. 

8.  They have eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin. 

9.  They forsake the right way. 

10. They entice by fleshly desires. 

 

Error of Balaam (greed … teaching that causes the people of God to fall) 

1.  They deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

2.  They speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage. 

3.  They do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. 

4.  They do not abide in the teaching of Christ. 

5.  They do not listen to the Apostles. 

6.  They deny that Jesus is the Christ. 

7.  They do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 

8.  They secretly introduce destructive heresies. 

9.  In their greed they will exploit you with false words. 

10.  Entice unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed. 

11.  Promise freedom while they live in corruption. 

 

Rebellion of Korah (grumbling and complaining against God, His leaders and His ways … pride causes division 

in the people of God)  

1.  Reject authority. 

2.  Revile angelic majesties 

3.  These are grumblers, finding fault. 

4.  Mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts. 

5.  Ones who cause divisions. 

6.  They do not remain in the Church. 

7.  They do not keep God’s commandments. 

8.  Despise authority. 

9.  Daring.  

10.  Self-willed. 
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Lesson 18 

 

Kingdom Parables 

 
Group Icebreaker:  

What is your favorite family story and what does it mean to you? 

 

Introduction: 

After finishing the Sermon on the Mount several noteworthy events occur in Jesus’ life. Immediately after making 

the descent from the mountain He heals a leper and then returning to Capernaum, heals a Roman centurion’s 

servant who is sick and about to die. Soon afterwards Jesus goes to the city of Nain where He encounters a funeral 

procession and raises a widow’s son from the dead. Seeking reassurance that Jesus is the Messiah, John the 

Baptist, who is in prison, sends his disciples to interview Him. After this Jesus enters the home of Simon, a 

Pharisee, where He has an encounter with a sinful woman. She washes His feet with her tears and anoints them 

with perfume and then amidst controversy He forgives her sins.  

 

Jesus then embarks on a missionary journey with His disciples and the women who support Him. Going to 

surrounding cities and villages, He preaches and proclaims the kingdom of God. Returning to Capernaum Jesus is 

again surrounded by the multitudes. There, scribes from Jerusalem begin accusing Him of being possessed by 

Satan. He confronts their charges in a series of parables and proclaims that all of men’s sins would be forgiven 

them except blasphemies against the Holy Spirit. Then Jesus gets into a boat and teaches eight parables 

concerning the kingdom of God. 

 

Before proceeding to Jesus’ teaching, two basic concepts must be understood: what a parable is and what the 

kingdom of God is. First, let’s consider what a parable is: 
 

1. A parable is a narrative or short story. 

2. When people hear a parable they are easily able to comprehend its literal meaning.  

3. The parable has a main subject and contains one or more truths, concepts and/or principles that relate to 

it.  

4. And the purpose or goal of a parable is to compare the truths, concepts and principles concerning the 

parable’s main subject to another subject that is more difficult to understand.  

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Make up a simple parable with you as the main subject and tell it to the group.  

2. Let the group try to guess what truths, concepts or principles you are trying to communicate in the parable. 

3. After a brief time tell the group the truths, concepts or principles that you are trying to communicate 

through the use of the parable.  

4. An example: There was a great white stallion that roamed wild and free and no man could tame it. Then 

one day a prince from another land came and began speaking to the stallion. Because of his gracious words 

the stallion was tamed and the prince rode on it the remainder of his days. (The interpretation: In the 

parable I am with white stallion. Upon hearing the words of Jesus I submitted my life to Him and He has 

used me ever since.) 

 

Introduction Continued: 

Now, let’s consider the meaning of the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God simply means the rule of God. 

However, to firmly grasp the idea of the kingdom of God and its coming is sometimes difficult. I’ll try to make it a 

little easier. To be a kingdom, five elements must be present: 
 

1. A Person, who is the king.  

2. A Process, of ruling over the king’s subjects. (How the king reigns) 
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3. A People, who are the king’s subjects and in submission to do his will. 

4. A Place, which is the area over which the king’s authority extends.  

5. A Period of existence, which is the length of time that the king rules. 

 

Therefore it can be said that: (1) God, the king (2) is ruling by His Spirit (3) through Jesus Christ and those who 

are His (4) in heaven (5) forever. 

 

Kingdoms are extended through either gift or warfare. Most commonly they are extended through warfare, the 

people of one kingdom must battle those of the opposing kingdom. Conquering the opposing people in warfare is 

necessary in order to extend territory. Conquest of the opposing people can occur in one of three ways: 
 

1. Convincing the opposing people to change sides or switch allegiance. 

2. Defeat of the opposing king either by capture and imprisonment or death. (However, in this type of 

conquest some of the people’s allegiance may not change. Though they are forced to serve the new king 

they are waiting for an opportunity to rebel) 

3. Death of the people. 

 

By analogy, Jesus Christ was offered the kingdoms of this world, as a gift by Satan.81 In order to get them Jesus 

would have had to switch His allegiance from God to Satan. He did not and warfare ensued. The Kingdom of God 

is currently engaged in warfare against Satan, the ruler of the kingdoms of this world. Jesus Christ and all those 

who are His (Christians) are battling for the earth against Satan, his demons, principalities and powers. They are 

extending the Kingdom of God in the earth.  

 

At this present time the Kingdom of God is persuading opposing people to change sides. In the nearer future, 

Jesus will return, capture the opposing king and imprison him for a thousand years. Jesus will reign during this 

thousand-year period and everyone on earth will serve God.  At the end of that time, the opposing king will be 

released from prison and lead those people whose hearts have not changed allegiance, in rebellion against the 

Kingdom of God again. Death is their destiny.      

 

God could easily defeat His opponent, but His desire is to win the hearts of the people so they will switch their 

allegiance willingly. He does this through love: displaying acts of loving-kindness through His Son Jesus and 

those who are His. The disciples of Jesus are to wage a benevolent warfare. Even allowing themselves to be 

killed, anything to convince the enemy of the goodness of their King.  

 

One of the reasons God raised Jesus from the dead was to demonstrate that He has the power of life and death. It 

acts as an encouragement to a disciple in his struggle to extend the kingdom of God. Jesus makes His disciples 

ambassadors so they can extend amnesty to His enemies. In the amnesty agreement God promises to forgive 

every sin and atrocity that His enemies have committed against Him and His people. To those who switch their 

allegiance God promises eternal life with Him. 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, Luke 8:4-15 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

Matthew 13:1-9, Mark 4:1-9, Luke 8:4-8 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And He began to teach again by the sea. And such a very great multitude gathered to Him that He got into a 

boat in the sea and sat down; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. And He was teaching them 

many things in parables, and was saying to them in His teaching, "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out 

 
81 Matthew 4:8-9 and Luke 4:5-7 
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to sow; and it came about that as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it 

up. And other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up 

because it had no depth of soil. And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it 

withered away. And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no 

crop. And other seeds fell into the good soil and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and 

produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold." As He said these things, He would call out, "He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear."  

 

“Why Do You Speak To Them in Parables?” 

Matthew 13:10-17, Mark 4:10-12 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" And He answered and 

said to them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries82 of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 

has not been granted. For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but 

whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in 

parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 

And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, 

BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 

FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY 

SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH 

THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND 

RETURN, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM.’83 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 

because they hear. For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, 

and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”  

 

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Sower 

Matthew 13:18-23, Mark 4:13-20, Luke 8:9-15 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable might be. And He said to them, "Do you not 

understand this parable? And how will you understand all the parables? Hear then the parable of the sower. 

Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. The sower sows the word. And those beside the road are 

those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they may not 

believe and be saved. And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, 

who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in themselves, but 

are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall 

away. And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard 

the word, and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in 

and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good 

soil; and they hear the word and accept it, and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  

 

The Commands: 

❖ Behold. Listen to this. 

 
82 Mysteries. Secrets or things hidden, not previously understood, or revealed.  
 

83 Isaiah 6:9-10, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT 
WILL NOT PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY 

SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR 

WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM. 'Before Jesus 

begins teaching the parables He calls out to the multitude to listen to what He has to say. He begins the first parable with the word 
“Behold”, which means to see or perceive and closes with the words, “He who has ears, let him hear.” By using these phrases Jesus is 

challenging the multitude to gain understanding of what He is saying, not merely hear the sound of His words or visualize the story. But 

the multitudes are clueless as to what Jesus is talking about. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%206:9-10&version=NIV
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❖ He who has ears, let him hear. 

❖ Hear then the parable of the sower. 

 

The Lesson: 

Before Jesus begins teaching the parables He calls out to the multitude to listen to what He has to say. He begins 

the first parable with the word “Behold”, which means to see or perceive and closes with the words, “He who has 

ears, let him hear.” By using these phrases Jesus is challenging the multitude to gain understanding of what He is 

saying, not merely hear the sound of His words or visualize the story. But the multitudes are clueless as to what 

Jesus is talking about.  

 

The disciples are puzzled too, so they ask Jesus why he is speaking in parables. Jesus explains to them that He is 

fulfilling prophecy: that some will understand the parables and some will not. He goes on to explain that the 

disciples have been given the right to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God whereas the prophets and 

righteous men before them had not. 

 

Jesus seems to be saying that the only ones who were to be privy to the secrets or hidden knowledge of the 

kingdom of God were the disciples. But that wasn’t the case. The multitude could see the miracles but could not 

understand “who” was performing them or why they were being done. They heard the “Word of God” but could 

not understand His words. Their interest level was so low that they didn’t even ask Jesus what He meant. 

 

Though the literal sense of a parable is easy to understand the context in which it is used may be difficult to 

discern. It is always wise to ask the person using a parable what he is indicating by its use. For example, if you 

were told that you were like an oak tree you might have an immediate assumption as to the meaning, but it would 

be wise to get clarification. Many of us would immediately think that the person who said we were like an oak 

tree was implying that we are strong. But that may not be what is being implied. To make this point more clear 

I’ve listed several things that might also be implied. 
 

1. You are a thick-skinned person.  

2. You have a rough exterior. 

3. You are so inflexible you can’t even bend a little. 

4. You provide shelter for others.  

 

The disciples were wise to ask Jesus what He meant because it was the key to unlocking the hidden things 

concerning the kingdom of God. Jesus began His reply by saying, "Do you not understand this parable? And how 

will you understand all the parables?” He is alluding to the fact that it is essential to understand the first parable, 

if they are to understand other parables. They must grasp its concepts and word interpretations. He tells them, 

“Hear then the parable of the sower.” Jesus wants them to hear with understanding, to meditate upon His words 

and discover the truths of the kingdom of God. 

 

Group Discussion: 

5.  What is the main truth concerning the Kingdom of God that can be discerned from this parable? (The 

Kingdom of God is extended through speaking the Word of God) 

6.  What is the direct interpretation of the following words according to Jesus? 

a.  Seed (The Word of God) 

b.  Soil (The condition of people’s hearts) 

c.  Birds (Satan, the adversary) 

d.  Sun (Affliction or persecution) 

e.  Thorns (The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desire for other things.) 

7. What is the Word of God? (Jesus Christ and everything that God says) 

8. Who is the sower? (Primarily Jesus Christ, the Son of Man but can include anyone who speaks the Word 

of God, including the patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles and us) 
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9.  How is sowing accomplished? (By speaking) The method that Jesus is describing is called broadcasting. 

The sower takes a handful of seed from his bag and releases it as his arm makes a sweeping outward arc 

through the air.      

10.  How does planting occur and what is it likened to? (By hearing) (Believing)     

11.  What two things do the hard path, rocky soil, thorny ground and good earth tell us? (The conditions of the 

human heart and what planting there will produce) In the broadcast method of sowing, seed is scattered 

everywhere. The farmer does not intentionally scatter seed in unproductive ground because it is wasteful. 

However some of it can’t be helped. The path that the sower walks on through the field scattering the seed 

is hard ground. Rocky soil is ground that has not been prepared yet and usually lies adjacent to good soil. 

Thorny ground is normally found at the ends of the fields near fence lines. 

12. Who is responsible for the preparation of the ground? (The owner of the field)     

13.  What are the remedies for the various soil conditions? 

a. The hard path – (can be plowed, the birds chased off, and the sower can take a different path each 

time to prevent hardening the soil.) 

b. The rocky soil – (can be turned into usable soil by digging down to remove the rocks.) 

c. The thorny ground – (can be weeded.)  

d. The good earth – (can be improved by adding nutrients or allowing the ground lie fallow. God 

commanded the Israelites to let their fields rest on the seventh year.) 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Understand the parable of the Sower. 
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Lesson 29 

 

Listen to Jesus  
 

Group Icebreaker: 

Do you have a desire to know the future?  Why?  

 

Introduction: 

Upon ending the discourse of His impending death and the rise of the church Jesus left the disciples with a 

mysterious but hopeful statement. “Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” At that point the disciples had no idea what 

Jesus meant by the statement but within a few days three of them would experience it first-hand. 

 

This happened when Jesus asked Peter, James and John to accompany Him on a trek up the high mountain84 to 

pray. We know that this event occurred early in the Jewish month of Tishri, which is the 7 th month85 on God’s 

calendar. After the steep arduous ascent the disciples were weary and fell asleep. As the disciples slept Jesus 

prayed and while praying His appearance changed. His face shined like the sun and His clothing became white as 

light. The kingdom of God had appeared with power and glory.  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:1-13, Luke 9:28-36 

 

The Transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1-3, Mark 9:1-4, Luke 9:28-32 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

AD 30, September 16 – Feast of Trumpets86 

And some eight days after these sayings, it came about that He took along Peter and John and James, and 

went up to the mountain to pray. And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and 

His clothing became white and gleaming. And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they were Moses 

and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish at 

Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions had been overcome with sleep; but when they were fully awake, 

they saw His glory and the two men standing with Him.  

 

 

 
84 Scholars are divided in their opinion as to which mountain is the Mount of Transfiguration. Some say Hermon while others favor 
Tabor. I lean towards Mount Hermon for the following reasons. Jesus and His disciples had been spending time in the area of 

Caesarea Philippi, which lies at the southern foot of Mt Hermon. Mt Tabor on the other hand is fifty miles south of Caesarea Philippi, 

about six miles southeast of Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth. The Scriptures indicate that it was a high mountain. Mt Hermon is the 

highest mountain in Israel at 9,232 feet whereas Mt Tabor is a modest 1,929 feet in elevation. 
85 The fact that the “transfiguration” occurred early in the seventh month can be determined from Scripture. By using the gospels of 

Luke and John in conjunction, the next major event to occur after the transfiguration was Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem for the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Sukkoth), which began on the 15th day of the seventh month. The second witness is Peter’s statement when he saw 

Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus, “let us make three tabernacles”. The tabernacles that Peter was talking about were sukkahs, 
temporary tent-like structures made out of tree branches. The Jews usually started erecting them immediately after the Day of 

Atonement, which was on the 10th day of the seventh month. They lived in these temporary shelters during the entire Feast of 

Tabernacles.  
86 Feast of Trumpets. Today Jews call this Rosh Hashanah (New Year) although the Biblical name is Yom Teruah (Day of Sounding 
the Trump or Day of Warning). This feast also has two other names that represent themes connected with it. They are Yom Hazikaron 

(Day of Memorial or Remembrance) and Yom Haddin (Day of Judgment). All of these names point to God’s sovereignty and 

kingship while declaring that men should repent and prepare for His coming. 

 



A Journey with Jesus 

Eighteen of Jesus’ Most Pivotal Lessons 

Page 48 of 131 

 

 

Key2Changes.com 
 

Matthew 17:4-13, Mark 9:5-13, Luke 9:33-36 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And it came about, as these were parting from Him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; 

and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah" – not realizing what he 

was saying. And while he was saying this, a cloud formed and began to overshadow them; and they were 

afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ""This is My Son, My Chosen 

One; listen to Him!" And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much afraid. And 

Jesus came to them and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid." And lifting up their eyes, they 

saw no one, except Jesus Himself alone. And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus 

commanded them, saying, "Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead." And they 

seized upon that statement, discussing with one another what rising from the dead might mean. And they 

asked Him, saying, "Why is it that the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" And He answered and said, 

"Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you, that Elijah already came, and they did not 

recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." 

Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. And they kept silent, and 

reported to no one in those days any of the things which they had seen. 

 

The Commands: 

❖ THIS IS MY SON, MY CHOSEN ONE; LISTEN TO HIM! 

❖ Arise, and do not be afraid. 

❖ Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead. 

 

The Lesson: 

As we begin this lesson we must remember that what the disciples saw was a vision . . . not the real thing. The 

vision was a portrayal of future events, much as was the vision given to the Apostle John on the Island of Patmos 

many years later. And without that revelation we would be limited in our understanding of what transpired on the 

Mount of Transfiguration just as the disciples were. However, by using the Book of Revelation we can gain a 

better understanding of those events.  

 

When the disciples awoke from their sleep, they saw Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus. From this we can make 

several observations: 
 

1. Moses and Elijah are the two witnesses of the book of Revelation. “And I will grant authority to my two 

witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” (Revelation 

11:3) 

2. Moses and Elijah are “the two olive trees and two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.” 

(Revelation 11:4)   

a) The olive trees are referenced in the book of Zechariah. He said to me, “What do you see?” And I 

said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on 

it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; also two olive trees 

by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side.” Then I said to the angel who 

was speaking with me saying, “What are these, my lord?” Then he said, “These are the two 

anointed ones who are standing by the Lord of the whole earth.” (Zechariah 4:2-4 and 11) 

b) Moses and Elijah, as the witnesses are called lampstands because they represent the Law and the 

Prophets, which provide heavenly light to live by. 

3. On the Mt of Transfiguration we see Moses, representing the Law and Elijah, representing the Prophets 

speaking with Jesus, the Word of God. Both Moses the Law and Elijah the Prophets testify of Jesus the 

Word of God. 

4. As witnesses of Jesus, Moses and Elijah also represent the following: 
 

 Moses                                                  Elijah 

                     The Father                                       The Holy Spirit 
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        Moses                                                  Elijah 

 Truth                                                   Spirit 

 Domestic Olive Tree                       Wild Olive Tree 

 Israel, who was given the Law           Church, who was given the Spirit 

 Those who have died                     Those who are living 

 

Jesus had told the disciples that some of them would not die until they had seen the kingdom of God, after it had 

come in power.87 In the vision both Moses and Elijah appeared in their glorified state and the apostles knew their 

identities. This indicates that the time of the vision is after the two witnesses of the book of Revelation are killed 

and resurrected from the dead. (Revelation 11:7)  
 

1. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly. Now I say this, 

brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 

must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 

have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN 

VICTORY. (1 Corinthians 15:49-54) 

2. None of the disciples had seen Moses or Elijah on earth before, so they wouldn’t have known them on 

sight. However, the disciples did know who they were. This indicates that their heavenly identity was 

revealed to the apostles.  

3. The book of Revelation also supports the time of the vision because the next major event to occur after the 

witnesses’ death and resurrection is the sounding of the seventh and last trump. With the blowing of the 

trumpet loud voices in heaven declare, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord, 

and of His Christ; and He will reign forever.”  This is the beginning of the millennial reign of Christ on 

earth or “the kingdom of God after it has come in power.” 

 

Exactly when, Jesus will begin His reign on the earth has been a subject of much debate. The vision doesn’t tell us 

exactly when this event will take place but it does give the time of year for its occurrence . . . early in the seventh 

month of God’s calendar. This was derived from Peter’s statement about the construction of tabernacles (sukkahs) 

for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. 

 

There are two significant feasts of the Lord that occur early in the seventh month of Tishri. On the first day of the 

month is Yom Teruah, the Day of Blowing the Trumpet and it is a Sabbath Day. The day is also called Rosh Ha 

Shannah (Head of the Year or New Years Day), Yom Hazikaron (Day of Remembrance) and Yom Haddin (Day 

of Judgment). On the tenth day of the month is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. It is also a Sabbath Day and 

the only fast that God declared. Following these two feasts of the Lord is Tabernacles, which begins on the 

fifteenth day of the month. The first day of the feast and the eighth day are also Sabbath Days. From the evidence 

of Scripture I believe that the “transfiguration” occurred on Yom Teruah, the Day of Blowing the Trumpet. Hence 

the beginning of Jesus reign on earth would begin at the same time. 
 

1. The book of Revelation says that His reign begins just prior to the sounding of the seventh and last trumpet 

blast. On Yom Teruah trumpets are blown throughout the day and as the day draws to a close the last 

trump is sounded with the note Tekiah Godola . . . an extended blast. In theory this note does not end until 

it is blown again ten days later at the end of the Day of Atonement. 

2. The prophecy in chapter seven of the book of Daniel concerning the Son of Man supports Yom Teruah as 

well. 

• I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like 

white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was blaze with flames, its wheels were 

 
87 “The kingdom of God after it has come in power” is just another way of describing the millennial reign of Christ on the earth. 
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a burning fire. A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon 

thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, 

and the books were opened. Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the 

horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to 

the burning fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life 

was granted to them for an appointed period of time. I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, 

with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of 

Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all 

the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 

• The Hebrew teaching is that on Yom Teruah, God opens three books:  

 The Book of Life – those who are found therein are sealed for life. 

 The Book of the Dead – those who are found therein are wicked and sealed for judgment. 

 The Book of Repentance – this book includes most people whose works are neither good nor bad 

and they have until Yom Kippur to repent. This is called the sealing. Jews wish each other a good 

sealing for the year to come, and then say, “Next year in Jerusalem.” 

3. On the Mt of Transfiguration, God, himself spoke out loud saying, “This is My Son, My chosen one, Listen 

to Him.” This is the Ancient of Days bestowing dominion, glory and a kingdom upon His Son, the Son of 

Man. 

4. The disciples didn’t come down from the mountain until the following day indicating that it might have 

been the Sabbath, therefore required to rest. 

5. The “transfiguration” probably didn’t occur on the Day of Atonement because that would have given 

Jesus only one week of travel to reach Jerusalem by the middle of the feast of Tabernacles. The journey 

from Mt. Hermon would have been five or six days which makes it possible for Jesus to do. However, in 

order to accomplish the intervening events it would indicate a somewhat longer period of time. 

6. On the day following the “transfiguration” we see that the disciples could not cast a demon out of one 

child. Jesus explains to them that that kind of demon did not come out but by prayer and fasting. This 

indicates that the disciples had not been in prayer and fasting on the previous day, which eliminates the 

Day of Atonement because both prayer and fasting are requirements of that feast day. 

 

While Jesus, Moses and Elijah were speaking a bright cloud overshadowed the whole party. The cloud is called 

the Shekinah in Hebrew. It is the cloud of glory that surrounds God himself. This cloud is seen several times in 

Scripture. It was the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night that led the Israelites out of Egypt. It was the 

smoke and fire the enveloped Mt Sinai from which the trumpets sounded and God voice was heard speaking the 

Ten Commandments. And it was the smoke that filled Solomon’s Temple at the dedication ceremony.  

 

As the cloud began to descend upon the whole party God spoke a commandment to the disciples, “This is My 

Son, My chosen one, Listen88 to Him.” The disciples fell on their faces and were terrified but they got the point; 

they needed to do the things that Jesus commanded them to do. Immediately, in the twinkling of an eye, Moses, 

Elijah and the cloud disappeared. This reminds us of the resurrection of the two witnesses in Revelation 11:12 

“And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they went up into heaven in 

the cloud.” When the vision ended Jesus touched His disciples and told them to get up and not be afraid. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Have you ever had a vision?   

2. If you have, what was it like?  

3. How does the Old Testament portion of scripture end? Read the last three verses (Malachi 4:4-6). 

4. Why do you think Jesus told the disciples not to tell anyone the vision until after He had risen from the 

dead?  

 
88 Hear and obey. 
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5. After Peter made his statement about building the three sukkahs, why do you think the Scriptures add this 

commentary, “not realizing what he was saying”? 

• Peter did not realize He was seeing a vision but thought it was real. 

• It was the Sabbath; therefore he would not be permitted to build the sukkahs. 

• The Day of Atonement had not come yet; therefore by tradition he should wait until the day 

following it before beginning his construction. 

• Another reason? 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Hear and obey Jesus now . . . before He returns! 

 

Application: 

Read Malachi 3:16 - 4:6 

Read Daniel 7 

Read Revelation 11 
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Lesson 32 

 

Reproving A Believer  
 

Group Icebreakers: 

• How do societies deal with lawbreakers?  

• What is the primary goal in treating the lawbreaker this way?  

 

Introduction: 

Jesus held a child in His arms when He instructed the disciples about not causing stumbling blocks for others or 

themselves. And then, recognizing that children are prone to making mistakes, Jesus transitions His teaching to 

dealing with a believer who is straying from the truth by engaging in sin. He was not talking about petty offenses, 

the little things that so easily annoy us: a person’s habits, social skills, manners or politics.   

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 18:11-20 

 

Don’t Let a Straying Believer Perish 

Matthew 18:11-15 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually 

behold the face of My Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. 

What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 

ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? And if it turns out that he finds it, 

truly I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray. Thus it is not 

the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish. And if your brother sins, go and 

reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother." 

 

Matthew 18:16-20 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR 

THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 

the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.89 

Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, that if two of you agree90 on earth about anything that 

they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have gathered 

together in My name, there I am in their midst."  

 

The Commands: 

❖ See to it that you do not despise one of these little ones. 

❖ Go and reprove him in private. 

❖ Take one or two more with you. 

❖ Tell it to the church. 

❖ Let him be to you as a gentile and a tax-gatherer. 

 

 
89 As a Gentile and a tax-gatherer. Individuals who were considered as not being a part of the congregation of Israel with the benefit 

of fellowship. 
 

90 If two of you agree. This statement pertains to individuals coming together to make a judgment, as to whether something is to be 

permitted or forbidden. 
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The Lesson: 

Jesus begins the teaching with this statement. See that you do not despise one of these little ones,91 for I say to you 

that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.  

 

To despise someone means to look down on them or to think less of them. There are many reasons people despise 

others. For example, they are not smart enough, they are poor, they have failed in some way or their moral 

standards are not up to par. In each case, the despiser is behaving in a prideful manner and is in fact passing 

judgment on the other. Jesus had instructed the disciples previously on this issue. Do not judge lest you be judged 
92 and first take the log out of your own eye.93 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Why do you think this first step in dealing with an offending believer is important? 

2. According to Matthew 18:11-14, what is the goal of dealing with an offending believer?  

 

The Lesson Continued: 

Having addressed the two issues of 1) judging one’s own heart before reproving a fellow believer and 2) having 

as a goal to restore the offending believer, Jesus then outlines a four-step process in dealing with the offender. 

Each step in the process is based on the law of love. “However you want people to treat you, so treat them.94 And 

as such, each step in the process is designed to give the offender an opportunity to repent. The way the offender is 

treated is based on whether he repents of his sin or not. This lesson deals with those who do not repent while the 

next lesson deals with those who do. 

 

The first step involves the person who observes a believer sinning. He is to go to the offender and reprove him in 

private. From this we can see that it is always the responsibility of the offended party to reprove the offender. If 

he does not do this he is guilty of not fulfilling the law of love himself. In other words he would rather see the 

offender continue in sin and suffer punishment from God then reprove him. It also shows a lack of love and 

concern towards others who may be affected by the sin. 

 

In approaching the offender privately the offended individual is demonstrating that he desires to prevent further 

embarrassment to the offender by covering his shame. Two Old Testament examples of covering another’s 

shame are: 1) When God provided animal skins for Adam and Eve to cover the shame of their nakedness after 

they had sinned95 and 2) when Japheth and Shem covered their father, Noah’s nakedness.96  Wisdom from the 

book of Proverbs supports this action as well. Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions97 and a 

fool’s anger is known at once, but a prudent man conceals dishonor.98 

 

If the offender does not repent it is an indication that he is being stubborn. Therefore, the second step is to take 

one or two more individuals to confront the offender so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may 

be confirmed.99 The witnesses play an important role. First, because of their impartiality, they help ensure that 

there is no miscommunication or misunderstanding between the parties. Secondly, they serve as ambassadors 

of peace and reconciliation. And third they gather the facts concerning the offense in regards to Scripture, what 

the offended party says and what the offender says.  

 

 
91 Within the context of his teaching on offenses, Jesus equates little ones or children to Christians/Disciples.   
92 Matthew 7:1 
93 Matthew 7:5 
94 Matthew 7:12 
95 Genesis 3:3 and 22 
96 Genesis 10:23 
97 Proverbs 10:12 
98 Proverbs 12:16 
99 Deuteronomy 19:15 
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If the offender does not repent at this point it indicates he is in rebellion. Therefore, the third step is to tell the 

church. In telling the church it is not necessary to inform every member of the church immediately but only the 

ruling body. After hearing the witnesses the ruling body then makes a legally binding decision in regards to the 

church’s position. Jesus addressed this issue when He said, “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind [forbid] on 

earth shall have been bound [forbidden] in heaven; and whatever you loose [permit] on earth shall have been 

loosed [permitted] in heaven. Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may 

ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have gathered together in 

My name, I am there in their midst.”100  

 

Should the ruling body fail to take action they are remiss in their responsibility and not acting in love. In other 

words they would rather see the offender continue in sin and suffer punishment from God then reprove him. It 

also shows a lack of love and concern towards others of the congregation who may be affected by the sin. The 

Apostle Paul rebuked the leadership of the church at Corinth over this exact issue. 101 
 

It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist 

even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. You have become arrogant and have not 

mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. For I, on my 

part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as 

though I were present. In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with 

the power of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so 

that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a 

little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just 

as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover lamb also has been sacrificed. Therefore let us 

celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth.  

 

Once the ruling body has made its position clear the offender has one last chance to repent.102 If he does not, he is 

guilty of acting with presumption or high-handedly. Jesus said that if he failed to repent at this point then 

everyone in the church was to treat him as a Gentile and a tax gatherer. In other words, the congregation was to 

have no fellowship with the individual until he repented. The Apostle Paul upheld this position in his first letter to 

the Corinthians:103 
 

I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people of 

this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the 

world. But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or 

covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what 

have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  But those who are 

outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.104  

 

Group Discussion: 

3. How many churches do you know use the biblical process of dealing with an offending believer?  

4. Why don’t most churches use the biblical process?  

5. At what point in the process do failures in responsibility occur most frequently? 

6. Why? 

 

 
100 Matthew 18:18-20 
101 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
102 This was the third offer. 
103 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
104 The basis for dealing with offending believers can be studied in the seventeenth chapter of the book of Deuteronomy. Specifically 

see Deuteronomy 17:6-7 and 12-13. The apostle Paul in writing to Timothy also said, “Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the 

presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning.” 



A Journey with Jesus 

Eighteen of Jesus’ Most Pivotal Lessons 

Page 55 of 131 

 

 

Key2Changes.com 
 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Correct straying believers. 

 

Application: 

When you see a Christian sin, don’t neglect your responsibility in the correction process. 
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Lesson 33 

 

Forgiving Believers Who Repent 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

What is the difference between the two sayings, “I’m sorry” and “I repent”? 

 

Introduction: 

When Jesus finished telling the disciples the process for reproving an erring believer Peter approached Him with a 

question that lies in the heart of every believer.  Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? (KJV) In this lesson we will cover Jesus’ reply to Peter’s questions and the instructions He gave the 

disciples on the same issue a few months later. 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 18:21-35, Mark 9:49-50, Luke 17:1-10 

 

Forgiving Believers Who Repent 

Matthew 18:21-35, Mark 9:49-50 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to 

seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. For 

this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand 

talents.105 But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his 

wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. The slave therefore falling down, prostrated 

himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.' And the lord of that 

slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. But that slave went out and found one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;106 and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay 

back what you owe.' So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me 

and I will repay you.' He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back 

what was owed. So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and 

reported to their lord all that had happened. Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I 

forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, even as I had mercy on you?' And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he 

should repay all that was owed him. So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not 

forgive his brother from your heart. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if the salt becomes 

unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."  

 

The Commands: 

❖ Have salt in yourselves. 

❖ Be at peace with one another. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. What is the most number of times that you have forgiven the same individual for the same sin against you? 

 

 

 

 
105 Ten thousand talents. About 461,500 years wages. 
 

106 A hundred denarii. About 1/3 of one year's wages. 
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The Lesson: 

When Peter approached Jesus with his question concerning the number of times that he should forgive he added a 

second question, “Until seven times?” (KJV) Peter’s use of the number seven in this manner wasn’t just arbitrary. 

In Hebrew the word for what he said is shaba and refers to something that has been “sevened” or multiplied by 

seven. It carries with it a double meaning: 1) an oath and 2) the number seven. The word shaba literally means, 

“to be complete” and refers to something that cannot be altered or broken. It references the idea that when a 

person makes an oath he repeats it seven times.  

 

So when Peter used the term “seven times” (shaba or sevened) he was seeking clarification from Jesus. In 

English, Peter might have phrased the question this way, “Is it okay to forgive someone who says he repents up to 

seven times since in fact he has not made it an oath yet?”  

 

Jesus replied to Peter’s question in this manner, “I say not unto thee, until107 seven times: but, until seventy times 

seven,” (KJV) In English we hear His statement something like this. A person should forgive four hundred ninety 

times and since the number is so large he can’t keep track of it . . . so he should just keep on forgiving. This way 

of thinking is okay, but Jesus’ somewhat cryptic reply has more depth to it than that. 

 

In Hebrew what Jesus said is, “I say not unto thee, seven: but, until seventy sevens.” This is a clear reference to 

the prophecy of Daniel 9:24. Seventy sevens108 have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal 

up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. In this case, Jesus is telling Peter that he must continue 

to forgive fellow believers until the things stated in Daniel’s prophecy come to pass. 

 

To reinforce His point, Jesus couples it with a kingdom parable. In the parable a certain king (God) forgives a 

man his debt109 (sins). But that man does not forgive the debt110 (sins) of another. Because he withheld forgiveness 

from another, the king (God) turns him over to the torturers until the debt is paid. The purpose of the parable is to 

illustrate how much God has forgiven us in relation to how little we have to forgive others.  

 

Jesus concludes the parable with the statement, “For everyone will be salted with fire.” The term “salted with 

fire” is a reference to sacrifices made to God. In the Old Testament all sacrifices were required to be salted before 

they were burned with fire. Salt served as a reminder to both God and man that a covenant relationship111 existed 

between the two parties. So it is entirely appropriate for Christians, who are to offer themselves as living 

sacrifices,112 to be salted with fire.  

 

It is truly a sacrifice to forgive another his sins, especially when everything in us is crying out for retribution, an 

eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  Jesus recognized it and that’s why He used the illustration of salt. It was to 

remind His disciples that they were in a covenant relationship with God. “For if you forgive others for their 

transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will 

not forgive your transgressions.” (Matthew 6:14-15) 

 

 
107 Here I have switched to using the King James Version of the Bible as it more accurately reflects the meaning of the Greek word 
“heos”.  The KJV translates the word “heos” as “until”, which represents a point in time. Most other translations tend to use the 

phrase “up to” for the word “heos”. When the term “up to” appears the reader tends to focus on the idea of counting up to a certain 

number, while disregarding the concept of a point in time, which the term also means. 
108 Many translators substitute the word “weeks” in place of the word “sevens”. This can be misleading as the Jews use the word 
“sevens” to indicate several periods of time. It can represent one week, the Feasts of Weeks (Pentecosts), a “Shemittah” (7-year 

period) or a Jubilee. 
109 Equivalent to 461,500 years worth of wages. 
110 Equivalent to 1/3 of one year’s wages. 
111 Numbers 18:19, Leviticus 2:13 and 2 Chronicles 13:5 
112 Romans 12:1 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
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In addition to covenant use, salt has two primary uses:  
 

• To season or make palatable - Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you will know how you should respond to each person. (Colossians 4:6) 

• To preserve or save from decay - My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him 

back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and 

will cover a multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20) 

 

When Jesus commanded the disciples to have salt in themselves and to be at peace with one another, He was 

essentially saying, “Speak to the offending party in a kind way with the thought of preserving his life while 

establishing a better relationship between the two of you.”  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Luke 17:1-10 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"And He said to His disciples, "It is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through 

whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown 

into the sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones to stumble. Be on your guard! If your brother 

sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to 

you seven times, saying, 'I repent,’ forgive him." And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" And 

the Lord said, "If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be 

planted in the sea'; and it would obey you. But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 

say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? But will he not say to 

him, 'Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve me until I have eaten and drunk; 

and afterward you will eat and drink'? He does not thank the slave because he did the things which were 

commanded, does he? So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are 

unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.'" 

 

The Commands: 

❖ Be on your guard. 

❖ Rebuke him. 

❖ Forgive him. 

❖ Say. 

 

The Lesson Continued: 

Sometime later Jesus spoke to his disciples again about the necessity of forgiving an erring believer. This time He 

began His instruction with the words “Be on your guard.” They seem like odd words to begin a teaching on 

forgiveness with. However, this short phrase is very powerful and can be interpreted to mean any of the 

following: 1) stay alert, 2) be watchful, 3) pay attention, 4) keep on the lookout, 5) don’t be fooled, 6) take an 

appropriate defensive stance, 7) don’t let yourself be attacked. 

 

The phrase and all of the interpretations indicate a defensive posture. Each of them begs to have the question 

answered, “Defend against what?” The answer is twofold. The first is to guard oneself from being sinned against 

in the first place . . . wise as serpents. And the second is to not harden one’s heart so as not to forgive a believer 

who sins but then repents . . . innocent as doves.113 

 

The instruction, “Be on your guard” is meant to be both reflective and instructive. After a Christian has been 

sinned against by a fellow believer he should reflect on how the events came to pass. In other words, “How did I 

get myself into this position?” Secondly, he should take the time to discover the steps he needs to take in order to 

 
113 Matthew 10:16 
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avoid being sinned against in the future. Many times Christians naively put themselves in the same position of 

being sinned against over and over. Some would describe this as insane behavior.114  

 

Group Discussion: 

2. What does this old adage mean? Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.  

3.  Name one way a believer can be hurt by the sin of another believer?  

4.  What did the offended believer do that allowed himself to be sinned against?  

5.  What are some steps he could take to avoid being sinned against in the future?  

 

The Lesson Continued: 

In rapid-fire succession, Jesus lists the steps that a believer should take when another believer sins him against. 

“Rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.” It is always the responsibility of the offended believer to bring the 

first rebuke against a sinning believer! It is also always the responsibility of the offended to believer to forgive the 

offender if he says he repents.115 

 

Lest the disciples should misunderstand His earlier statement on the number of times they were to forgive, Jesus 

reinforces His point. Not a mere 490 times as some think but, “if he sins against you seven times a day, and 

returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”  The disciples are flabbergasted at this command. In a 

seventy-year period it would total of 178,850 times.   

 

But Jesus doesn’t see this command as being unreasonable. To Him it is not how often a believer forgives it’s just 

how His disciples are to be . . . merciful as their Father in heaven is merciful. To support this idea He finishes the 

teaching with this statement. So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, “We are 

unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.” 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Be ready to forgive. 

 

Application: 

If someone sins against you take the time to reflect on how it happened and what steps you will take in the future 

to avoid the experience again. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
114 A popular definition for an insane person is one who continues to do the same thing repeatedly expecting a different result. In other 
words, “How many times do you have to put your hand in the fire before you realize your going to get burned?” 
115 Repentance indicates a change in direction. So when a person says he repents it means that he will change the course of actions or 

steps that brought him to the point of sin. 
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Lesson 39 

 

Servant-hood 
 

Group Icebreakers: 

• As a wealthy individual, what qualities would you want in a personal servant?  

• Who is responsible for taking care of your personal servant? 

 

Introduction: 

When Jesus drew the previous lesson to a close, He told His disciples to seek first the Kingdom of God. This was 

the equivalent of saying, “First, establish God’s rule over your lives.” Once a disciple makes that commitment 

then God accepts the responsibility to provide the necessities of life for him. In this way he will have no cause for 

worry and will be able to devote his time and attention to serving God. 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Luke 12:32-59 

 

Servant-hood 

Luke 12:32-34 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions 

and give to charity; make yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 

thief comes near, nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

 

Be Prepared At All Times 

Luke 12:35-40 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight. And be like men who are waiting for their master when 

he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and 

knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, 

that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. 

Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third,116 and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

And be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 

have allowed his house to be broken into. You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you 

do not expect."  

 

The Faithful and Sensible Steward 

Luke 12:41-48 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And Peter said, "Lord, are You addressing this parable to us, or to everyone else as well?" And the Lord said, 

"Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give 

them their rations at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 

Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But if that slave says in his heart, 'My 

master will be a long time in coming,' and begins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and 

drink and get drunk; the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour 

 
116 Second watch, or even the third. Jesus is probably speaking of the Jewish method of dividing the night into watches. The Jews 

divided the night into three watches of four hours each: 1st - 6 PM - 10 PM, 2nd - 10 PM - 2 AM, 3rd - 2 AM - 6 AM. The Romans 

divided the night into four watches of three hours each. 
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he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the unbelievers. And that slave who 

knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the 

one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone 

who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all 

the more. I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a 

baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished! Do you suppose that I came to grant 

peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will be 

divided, three against two, and two against three. They will be divided, father against son, and son against 

father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."  

 

Be Discerning 

Luke 12:54-59 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And He was also saying to the multitudes, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'A 

shower is coming,' and so it turns out. And when you see a south wind blowing, you say, 'It will be a hot day,' 

and it turns out that way. You hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, 

but why do you not analyze this present time? And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is 

right? For while you are going with your opponent to appear before the magistrate, on your way there make 

an effort to settle with him, in order that he may not drag you before the judge, and the judge turn you over to 

the constable, and the constable throw you into prison. I say to you, you shall not get out of there until you 

have paid the very last cent." 

 

The Commands: 

❖ Do not be afraid, little flock. 

❖ Sell your possessions. 

❖ Give to charity. 

❖ Make for yourselves purses, which do not wear out. 

❖ Be dressed in readiness 

❖ Keep your lamps alight. 

❖ Be like men who are waiting for their master. 

❖ You too be ready. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Are you a servant of God? 

2. Do you believe that God will provide the necessities of life for you?   

 

The Lesson: Part 1 – Employed by God 

Jesus begins the lesson on servant-hood by assuring His disciples that God has employed them. He has gladly 

chosen to give them the Kingdom of God, so they do not need to be afraid. He will provide for their needs. And 

since God has freely chosen to give the disciples employment, they can feel free to sell their possessions and give 

the proceeds to the poor and needy.   

 

These acts of charity were quite prevalent in the early Church as the book of Acts attests to: 
 

And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their 

property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. (Acts 2:44-45) And the 

congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything 

belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them. And with great power the 

apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 

For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them 
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and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as 

any had need. (Acts 4:32-35) 

 

The Lesson: Part 2 – The Job Description 

The next thing that Jesus tells His disciples to do is to make purses for themselves, which do not wear out, an 

unfailing treasure in heaven. Upon hearing this command the disciples might have been somewhat puzzled . . . but 

with a little thought we can ascertain what Jesus was saying. Let’s break it down. 
 

• According to the Scriptures there are only three things (treasures117) that have eternal worth or value. They 

are faith hope and love. (1 Corinthians 13:13) These three are priceless treasures in both heaven and earth. 

No thief can steal them and no moth or rust can destroy them. 
 

• Finding material to make purses that can hold faith hope and love forever is the next step. The only things 

that qualify are human beings. They can be made into disciples of Jesus Christ who in turn will go to 

heaven with treasures stored in them: 
 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

The Lesson: Part 3 – The Daily Responsibilities 

In the final portion of the lesson Jesus addresses the disciples daily responsibilities. First, they are to be dressed in 

readiness. This implies that disciples are to be prepared at all times and points to a well-known passage of 

Scripture:  
  

Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and 

HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE 

PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; in addition to all, taking up the SHIELD OF FAITH with 

which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take THE HELMET OF 

SALVATION, and the SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which is the WORD OF GOD. (Ephesians 6:13-18) 

 

Secondly, He tells them to keep their lamps alight. In Lesson 4 we discovered that the disciples’ light shines when 

they bring the testimony of Jesus to others. In order to keep the light shining a constant supply of oil is needed. 

Throughout Scripture oil is used symbolically to represent the Holy Spirit. For example, in Zechariah chapter four 

we see the image of a seven-branched golden lampstand flanked by two olive trees with pipes running from them 

to the lampstand providing it with a constant supply of oil. Then we hear God declare, “Not by might nor by 

power, but by My Spirit.” In order to keep their lamps alight the disciples need to be continually filled with the 

Spirit of God. Interestingly, several months later Jesus cautioned the disciples not to run out of oil when He told 

them the Parable of the Five Wise and Five Foolish Virgins. 

 

Thirdly, Jesus tells the disciples to be like men who are waiting for their master. Within this command are two 

concepts: expectation and priority. The disciples are to go about the business of making disciples daily. 

However they are to remain alert for the arrival of their master who may give them additional instructions that 

override what they were currently doing. As Christians we are to be constantly listening for our Lord’s voice and 

immediately stop what we are doing and respond to it. 

 

An additional allusion can be drawn from what Jesus told them:  
 

“Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may 

immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks.” (Luke 12:36) 

 
117 See Lesson 13 of this discipleship series. 
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In the Book of Revelation the last message given to the Church before Jesus’ return concerns this very issue. 

The Church has become wealthy, apathetic and self-satisfied. Yet the Lord is displeased with their servant-

hood and finds them needy. Do they hear His voice anymore? Will they welcome Him in their midst? Listen 

to how the message to the Church of Laodicea118 reads:  
 

“Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door 

and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, 

and he with Me.  He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.” (Revelation 3:19-22) 

 

Group Discussion: 

3. Why do you think that Jesus would want His disciples to sell their possessions and give to charity? 

4. How can you be more effective at making purses that don’t wear out (disciples)? 

5. Are you waiting expectantly for the Lord’s word each day? 

6. Are you willing to prioritize His word above what you are doing?  

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Learn to be a good servant. 

 

Application: 

Read Revelation 3:14-22 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
118 The name Laodicea means “human rights”. See article on page 106 (“The True Meaning of Lukewarmness”) for a full explanation. 
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Lesson 42 

 

Children 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

How old were you when your relationship with Jesus was formed?  

 

Introduction: 

A short while after Jesus told the Parable of the Unrighteous Judge, people began bringing their children to Him 

that He might touch them and pray a blessing upon them. When the disciples saw this they rebuked the people. 

However, Jesus was indignant with the disciples and replied, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder 

them: for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” This reply would eventually become one of the great 

proof texts for infant baptism and resulting salvation.  

 

Although infant baptism and salvation are not the topics under discussion in this lesson it might be well that you 

have some basic information on the subject. Within Christianity there are two main streams of thought 

concerning who may receive water baptism. Fundamentalist groups, headed by the Baptists, hold that individuals 

must have a “born again” experience before being baptized. They call their form of baptism, “believer’s baptism”. 

 

The “born again” experience is the result of an individual coming to faith (believing) in Christ after hearing the 

gospel preached. The basis they use for entering into the covenant is an individual’s faith in Jesus. Therefore 

infants and young children (normally under the age of seven) cannot enter into the covenant because they still lack 

understanding of the concept of faith.  

 

Fundamentalists do not believe that God will condemn children to eternal damnation before they reach the age of 

accountability, which many think is around the age of twelve or thirteen. And most of these groups dedicate their 

children to God at a young age. The child’s parents usually do this by stating that they will raise their child in the 

fear and admonition of the Lord. 

 

Included, as part of one’s salvation experience a public profession of one’s faith in Christ is required. That if you 

confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 

and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) This is done either before or in conjunction with the individual’s baptism. 

Baptism119, which was ordained by Christ, is a prerequisite to joining the church. 

  

When Fundamentalists read Jesus’ reply, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them: for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” they understand it to mean something like this: Children, those who by 

their own power and who are capable of understanding, may come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ and no one 

should prevent them, because the Kingdom of God belongs to those who exhibit child-like faith. However, when 

Jesus’ reply is read to them from Luke’s text, they usually don’t want to deal with it because the text reads, 

“Permit the infants120 to come to Me; do not hinder them: for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” 

 

This brings us to the rest of Christianity, those who believe in an infant baptism. I will refer to this group as 

Historic Christianity, which is headed by the Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox and Lutherans. Historic 

Christianity also recognizes the same three elements of a person’s salvation experience that the Fundamentalists 

do: Faith, public profession and baptism.  

 

 
119 Baptism. See article on page 97 (“A Picture of Baptism”) for a full explanation. 
120 The Greek word is brephos . . . for example babies. 
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Baptism is viewed as the prerequisite to joining the church and it provides salvation for the individual.121 Historic 

Christianity sights the two following Scriptures:  
 

He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved. (Mark 16:16) Corresponding to that, baptism now 

saves you – not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience – through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 3:21) 

 

Historic Christianity’s basis for infant baptism and entering into the covenant is the Old Testament Mosaic 

Covenant model. It views baptism as corresponding to circumcision:  
 

And in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of 

the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. (Colossians 2:11-12) 

 

Children including infants who are baptized have entered the covenant with Christ thus preventing them from 

being condemned to eternal damnation. Jewish boys were circumcised the eighth day, thereby entering into the 

Abrahamic Covenant and becoming part of God’s people. All those who enter the church through baptism as 

children, are required to take catechism or confirmation classes so they can understand the faith they have entered 

into. When they attain the age of accountability, around the age of twelve or thirteen, they make a public 

profession of their faith at their Confirmation. This would correspond to a Jewish boy studying Torah until he 

reached the age of twelve or thirteen when he became bar mitzvah (son of the commandment), his public 

profession of faith. Adults, whether in Judaism or Historic Christianity, had to believe and make a public 

profession of their faith before being circumcised or baptized.  

 

That the baptism of infants was a practice of the early church cannot be denied. Scripture references that 

individuals and their entire households were baptized. Origen, wrote in the third century that "according to the 

usage of the Church, baptism is given even to infants" (Homilies on Leviticus, 8:3:11 [A.D. 244]). The Council of 

Carthage, in 253, condemned the opinion that baptism should be withheld from infants until the eighth day after 

birth. Later, Augustine taught, "The custom of Mother Church in baptizing infants is certainly not to be scorned . . 

. nor is it to be believed that its tradition is anything except apostolic" (Literal Interpretation of Genesis 10:23:39 

[A.D. 408]). 

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Jesus Blesses the Children 

Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But 

when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder 

them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it at all." And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, 

laying His hands upon them. And after laying His hands on them, He departed from there. 

 
121 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to 

him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 

him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 

said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God . . . 12 If I have 

told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?” (John 3:1-15 – You Must Be Born 

Again) As the Scriptures say, “it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual,” (1 Corinthians 15:46), and it is 

therefore in this context that we can believe an earthly thing so that we can understand and believe what Jesus is teaching here, every 
“baby” that is born, must first break the “water” before the baby can be born, and therefore is essential to be born, or as Jesus 

teaches it, “unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
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The Commands: 

❖ Permit the infants to come to me. 

❖ Do not hinder them. 

 

The Lesson: 

We may never know the real reason that people brought their children to Jesus or why the disciples rebuked them 

for it. But we can tell by His actions and verbal response that Jesus loved children and considered them valuable 

enough to warrant His time and attention. Perhaps He recalled what His mother had told Him about Simeon in the 

Temple. How he took Jesus, as a baby into his arms and pronounced a blessing over Him:  
 

“Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; For my eyes 

have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT OF 

REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

From the Scriptures, we can observe firsthand the parent’s determination and faith in bringing their children to 

Jesus. So it seems that we who are parents of young children should seek to model their behavior since Jesus 

found it acceptable. And as the church, we should take Jesus’ attitude by not hindering any child from entering 

into a relationship with Him.  

 

Group Discussion: 

1. The “laying on of hands” always denotes a spiritual impartation of some form to the one on whom hands 

are laid. Name some things that are imparted through the laying on of hands. 

• Giving of the Holy Spirit 

• Giving of spiritual gifts 

• Healing 

• Baptism 

• Ordination of priests, ministers, elders, deacons and other officials. 

• Dedications 

• With spoken blessings 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Do not stop children from having a relationship to Jesus. 
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Lesson 45 

 

Chair of Moses 
 

Group Icebreakers: 

• Who is in authority over you at your church? 

• Who do you have authority over at your church? 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus left the withered fig tree where He had taught the disciples about faith and entered the city of Jerusalem. 

From there He proceed to the temple where He began to teach on the topic of authority. He began by saying; 

“The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses.” 

 

When Jesus talked about the chair of Moses, He probably was referring to it, both literally and symbolically. The 

chair itself was a stone seat on a raised platform. It was placed at the front of the synagogue next to the Ark 

containing the Torah scrolls, facing the congregation. Usually the most prominent elder or leader would sit on it 

while he expounded upon the Law and the Prophets. Undoubtedly this is what Jesus was referring to concerning 

the scribes and Pharisees when He said, “They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the 

synagogues, and respectful greetings in the marketplaces, and being called Rabbi by men.” 

 

Symbolically, the chair of Moses represented the place of judgment. From there legally binding decisions were 

made for the people in regard to the Law. This concept was derived from Exodus 18:13-16. It came about the next 

day that Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood about Moses from the morning until the evening. 

Now when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is this thing that you are 

doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge and all the people stand about you from morning until 

evening?” Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God. When they have a 

dispute, it comes to me, and I judge between a man and his neighbor and make known the statutes of God and His 

laws.” According to the Mishna (oral tradition), this right passed from Moses, to Joshua, to the Judges, to the 

Prophets and finally to the Sanhedrin. 

 

Interestingly, the Catholic Church began to develop the idea of a “chair” or “cathedra” sometime in the 4th 

century. It was called the Chair of Peter. According to Catholic tradition, Peter was given the keys to the 

Kingdom of God therefore he had the right to bind or loose (pass legally binding decisions) in regard to the 

church. Eventually, every Bishop of Rome claimed the right to the Chair of Peter and he later became known by 

the title of Pope (papa or father).  

 

St John Lateran in Rome was the first basilica built.122 Later a chair was added to it making it the first cathedral. A 

cathedral is simply a church with a chair. The Pope taking a clue from Moses appointed others to help him pass 

legally binding decisions. Now, every diocese has a bishop and he in turn has a chair, which when placed in a 

church building makes it a cathedral.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
122 A basilica is a Catholic church given ceremonial privileges. The term is derived from the word “basileus”, which means king. St 

John Lateran was consecrated in 324 AD. 
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Reading the Scripture: 
 

The Chair of Moses 

Matthew 23:1-2, Mark 12:39 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have seated 

themselves in the chair of Moses."123
  

 

Matthew 23:3-12, Mark 12:38-40, Luke 20:45-47 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

“Therefore, all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, 

and do not do them. And they tie up heavy loads and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves are 

unwilling to move them with so much as a finger. But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they 

broaden their phylacteries124
 and lengthen the tassels of their garments. And they love the place of honor at 

banquets, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful greetings in the marketplaces, and being called 

by men, Rabbi. But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. And do not call 

anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called leaders; for 

One is your Leader, that is, Christ. But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts 

himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.”  

 

The Commands: 

❖ Therefore, all that they tell you, do and observe  

❖ But do not do according to their deeds. 

❖ Do not be called Rabbi.  

❖ Do not call anyone on earth your father.  

❖ Do not be called leaders. 

 

The Lesson: 

When Jesus began His teaching He said, “The scribes and the Pharisee have seated themselves in the chair of 

Moses.” By this He was saying that they appointed themselves to this high position, it had not been granted to 

them by God. All the individuals in the line of succession for the chair of Moses from Moses, himself through the 

last prophet, Malachi all had a personal relationship with God and their authority was derived from Him 

because they heard and obeyed His voice. From that time on men were appointed by other men based on their 

knowledge and understanding of the Law. 

 

God has always wanted a personal relationship with His people, where they heard His voice and fellowshipped 

with Him. This was never more evident than when God led the Israelites out of bondage to the Egyptians. Moses 

took the Israelites from Egypt to Mt Horeb (Sinai) where they could meet with and talk to God. However, a tale of 

sorrow unfolded. Let’s look at what happened. 

 

God told Moses to tell the Israelites, ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 

shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation.’ (Exodus 19:5-6) The people replied, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” (Exodus 

19:8) The covenant was confirmed. 

 

 
123 Chair of Moses. This literally means, “serving as the Judge.” 
124 Phylacteries; Small leather boxes which contain portions of Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 11:13-20, and Exodus 13:1-16). They 

were worn on the arm and forehead in order to literally fulfill Deuteronomy 6:8. 
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Three days later the entire nation of Israel gathered and heard God speak out loud the Ten Commandments. And 

when He finished speaking the Scriptures report this. All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning 

flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and 

stood at a distance. Then they said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to 

us, or we will die.” No sooner had God spoken to His people than they broke their covenant with Him. They 

were settling for second best, wanting to listen to Moses’ voice instead of His. God granted their request. 

 

At this point everything changed for the nation of Israel. Since they didn’t want to hear Him speak, God gave 

Moses a set of laws for the people to follow and he became its first mediator.125 This became the Law of Moses 

and has led these people the past 3,400 years. The Law of Moses was added because of sin,126 the refusal to hear 

and obey God.127 And its purpose was to lead men to Christ.128 

 

God having mercy on His people came to them in the likeness of a man . . . Jesus, the Christ. That way, He 

wouldn’t frighten His people and could show them what He was really like. This is seen in Jesus’ reply to Philip’s 

inquiry, “Show us the Father”. Jesus said, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, 

Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father?’” Even though God 

came in a lowly, humble and gentle way to his people most of them still refused to listen to Him . . . preferring 

their own ways to His. 

 

The scribes and Pharisees had developed skill in and knowledge of the Law of Moses through study, but Jesus 

constantly accused them of being hypocrites. They didn’t apply the Law to themselves nor did they apply it 

correctly to the people. The reason for that was that they did not have a personal relationship with God in which 

they could properly hear and obey Him. Outwardly they appeared righteous to the people but inwardly they were 

corrupt. Although the scribes and Pharisees professed to know and love God, when He actual came to them in the 

flesh they hated Him. Listen to what Jesus had to say about them. 
 

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about 

Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.” (John 5:39-40) 

 

“How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory that is from 

the one and only God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is 

Moses, in whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote 

about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” (John 5:44-47) 

 

“But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me. (John 10:26-27) 

 

Jesus’ disciples were different then the scribes and Pharisees, they could hear the voice of God because they 

listened to Jesus and obeyed Him. Jesus issued three important instructions to them regarding authority. First, He 

told them to do and observe everything the scribes and Pharisees said to do in regard to the Law of Moses. In 

other words, since the scribes and Pharisees are expounding on the Law, which is holy and good then have respect 

for the Law and pay attention to them because they are experts in regard to it. This is submission to the authority 

of Scripture.  

 

 
125 A mediator is one who can reconcile differences between opposing parties. (I.E. God and His people)  
126 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, 

until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. (Galatians 3:19) 
127 This was the original sin that occurred in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve refused to hear and obey God. 
128 Therefore, the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 

are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:24-26) 
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Secondly, Jesus commanded them not to behave like either the scribes or Pharisees, because they were hypocrites 

living their lives for the applause of men not God. The disciples were to live their lives in contrast to the scribes 

and Pharisees. They were to become servants of people and not taking exalted positions of authority.  

 

Finally, Jesus instructed them on proper authority by using three titles that men take upon themselves. His 

disciples were not to place men in authority over them nor were they to be in authority over others. Instead they 

were to be constantly pointing people to God. Here is what Jesus said. 

 

His disciples are not to let people call them, Rabbi . . . that is teacher. Why? The word Rabbi indicates that he is a 

master qualified to give instructions for living . . . a guide. Jesus said there is only “One” who is qualified to be 

your teacher. When Jesus uses the term “One” He is referring to God and more specifically, the Holy Spirit.  
 

As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to 

teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has 

taught you, you abide in Him. (1 John 2:27)  

 

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. (John 16:13) 

 

His disciples are not to call anyone on earth their father.129 Why? The word father denotes the one who gives life. 

Jesus said there is only “One” who gives life, that is your Father in heaven, the Creator. 
 

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26) 

 

I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’ (Psalm 82:6) 

 

His disciples are not to let people call them, leaders. Why? A leader is someone that people follow. Jesus said 

there is only “One” who is appointed to lead, that is Christ. 
 

“Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ – this 

Jesus whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:36) 

 

Jesus told the disciples, “Follow Me.” (Matthew 4:19) 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Do some churches have people like the scribes and Pharisees in them? 

2. Why do the pastors of Messianic congregations allow the people to call them Rabbi?  

3. Why do the pastors of Catholic churches ask that their people to refer to them as Father or Pope (papa)? 

4. Why do some people in the churches want to be referred to as leaders instead of servants?  

5. Why do many pastors where special clothing?  

6. Why do some churches have chairs on the elevated platform or stage in front of the congregation? 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

A believer’s true authority comes from God and they are to behave as His servants. 

 

Application: 

Today, the church has become a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation and a people for Gods own 

possession. How then should we live? 

 

 

 
129 It is obvious that Jesus is not referring to natural fathers but to spiritual fathers. 
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Lesson 47 

 

Do Not Be Misled 
 

Icebreaker: 

• Have you ever been misled by someone before? 

• What could you have done to prevent being misled?  

 

Introduction: 

The main purpose of the Olivet discourse appears to be foretelling future events. But in reality, Jesus uses it to 

keep His disciples from being misled about the future, especially the events surrounding His second coming. In 

both the Temple Mount and Olivet discourses Jesus begins answering the disciple’s questions by warning them, 

“see to it that you are not misled.” Knowing that deception will come and to keep His disciples from being 

misled, Jesus leaves very specific instructions for them to follow when they observe certain events occurring.  

 

Group Discussion: 

1. How do you know that you have not been misled about end-time events already?  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Matthew 24:4-14, Mark 13:5-13, Luke 21:8-24 

 

Warnings 

Luke 21:8-11 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And He said, "See to it that you be not misled; for many will come in My name, saying, 'I am He,' and, 'The 

time is at hand'; do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; for 

these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately." Then He continued by saying to 

them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great earthquakes, and 

in various places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 

 

The Apostolic Witness 

Mark 13:9-11, Luke 21:12-19 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the 

synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name’s sake. It will lead to an 

opportunity for your testimony. So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; for I 

will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. But you 

will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to 

death, and you will be hated by all on account of My name. “Yet not a hair of your head will perish. By your 

endurance you will gain your lives." 

 

Desolation of Jerusalem130 

Luke 21:20-24 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand. Then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart,131 and let 

 
130 Desolation of Jerusalem. Roman legions under Titus, the eldest son of the Roman emperor Vespasian, conquered the city of 

Jerusalem and tore the Temple down on the ninth of Ab (late August) in 70 AD.  
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not those who are in the country enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, in order that all things 

which are written may be fulfilled. Woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those 

days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people,132 and they will fall by the edge 

of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the 

Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles133 be fulfilled." 

 

The Beginning of Birth Pangs 

Matthew 24:4-8, Mark 13:5-8 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My name, 

saying, 'I am the Christ,'134 and will mislead many. And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see 

that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. 

But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs." 

 

The Apostasy 

Matthew 24:9-14 and Mark 13:12-13 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"Then they will deliver you to tribulation,135 and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on 

account of My name. And at that time many will fall away136 and will deliver up one another and hate one 

another. And many false prophets137 will arise, and will mislead many. And because lawlessness is increased, 

most people's love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. And this gospel of 

the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall 

come."  

 

The Commands: 

❖ See to it that no one misleads you. 

❖ Do not go after them. 

❖ Do not be terrified. 

❖ So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves. 

❖ Recognize that her desolation is at hand. 

 
131 Let those in the city depart. Titus and his Roman legions surrounded the city of Jerusalem in the spring of 70 AD. When they 

temporarily withdrew from their siege the Christians fled the city and went to Pella, a city on the eastern side of the Jordan River in 

current day Jordan.. 
132 Wrath to this people. According to Josephus Flavius, the Jewish historian, 1,100,000 Jews were slain and 97,000 were carried 

away captive as slaves by the Romans in the war of 66-70 AD.  
133 The times of the Gentiles. After the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, Jews were allowed to remain there until the Bar 

Kokhba Revolt (131-135 AD). They were expelled from the city of Jerusalem in 134 AD and it was renamed Aelia Capitolina. The 

city remained under foreign (Gentile) control until June 8, 1967 when it was liberated from Jordan in the Six Day War. In 1980, a 

proclamation was issued that declared Jerusalem a united city under Israeli sovereignty. 
134 I am the Christ. Some of those who claimed to be the Christ (messiah) after Jesus were: the Sicarii, Theudas (AD 44-46), 

Menahem ben Judah and Simon bar Kokhba (AD 135). And in the five-hundred-year period from AD 1500 – 2000 there have been 
over forty individuals who claimed to be the Christ. 
135 Tribulation. Many people confuse two Biblical concepts: tribulation and God’s wrath. Tribulation is affliction or suffering 

endured by the saints in this world at the hands of men. (Ref: John 16:33, 1 Peter 4:12-19; Matthew 5:10-12; James 1:2-4, 12; 

Matthew 10:28-29) The wrath of God refers to the anger of God poured out on the ungodly. (Ref: 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10) 
136 Fall away. The word used here is apostasy, which means defection from truth, falling away, forsake. Some New Testament 

references to this concept can be found in: Galatians 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 4:1-3, Hebrews 3:12, Hebrews 6:4-6, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 2 Peter 

3:17-18, 1 John 2:18-19 and Jude 3-4. 
137 False prophets. A prophet is one who is supposed to declare God’s will to people. In the Old Testament a prophet was considered 
false when he came in the name of the Lord and 1) told people to serve other gods or 2) the sign (miracle, prophecy, etc.) he declared 

did not come to pass. Jesus added another test when He told his disciples to discern the prophet’s fruit (character): Was his behavior 

producing the fruit of the Holy Spirit? 
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❖ Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

❖ Let those who are in the midst of the city depart. 

❖ Let not those who are in the country enter the city. 

 

The Lesson: 

Being misled deals with the issue of leadership. An individual is misled when he follows or listens to someone 

who is not his leader. On the previous day Jesus taught His disciples a lesson about leadership. He instructed them 

not to be called leaders, rabbi (teacher) or father. Each of them was responsible to 1) follow Jesus, the Word of 

God, 2) be taught by the Holy Spirit and 3) be servants of their Father in heaven alone.  

 

Having begun His discourses with the words “see to it that you are not misled”, Jesus is quite aware that His 

statement has raised some common questions in the disciples’ minds. As He continues the discourses Jesus 

answers their anticipated queries.  
 

• Who would try to mislead us? In previous teachings Jesus had warned his followers about deceivers:138 

wolves in sheep’s clothing. He had addressed false prophets and false teachers but now reveals a new 

threat yet to come: false messiahs.139  
 

• Why would we be following them? Jesus explains that many people will come claiming to be the Christ, 

who is sent by God. Within one hundred years of Jesus’ death one group of people, the Sicarii and three 

individuals laid claim to the title of Messiah. And in the 500-year span from 1500 AD to 2000 AD more 

than forty people have claimed to be the Messiah. 
 

• How will they try to influence us? Since people are always concerned about the future, Jesus said that 

these false messiahs would be declaring, “The time is near.” In other words, the end is near and judgment 

is coming.  
 

• What should we do? Jesus said, “Do not go after them.” 
 

• Jesus, since you are concerned that we are capable of being misled, then how will we recognize the 

real thing? This is the crux of the matter so He spends the rest of the discourse explaining how they will 

know.   

 

Jesus lays out a road map of the future and places markers along the way so His disciples won’t be confused about 

the route it is going to take. That way they won’t be misled. 
  

• Route Marker #1 – The apostles will be sent out to give their testimony of Jesus. He commands them, “So 

make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; for I will give you utterance and 

wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute.” 
 

• Route Marker #2 – Jerusalem will be taken over by the Gentiles for a period of time. Jesus said, “When you 

see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand.” 
 

• Route Marker #3 – Hearing of wars and rumors of war. Jesus said, “See that you are not frightened, for 

those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.” 
 

• Route Marker #4 – Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places 

there will be famines and earthquakes. Jesus said, “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth 

pangs.” 

 

 
138 Lesson 17 and Lesson 37 
139 Christs 
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As the end approaches Jesus narrows the focus of His discourse from a broad world perspective to things directly 

affecting His disciples (Christians). 
 

• Route Marker #5 – Jesus’ disciples will be delivered into tribulation,140 killed and hated by all nations on 

account of His name (The Lord Jesus Christ). 
 

• Route Marker #6 – Many disciples will fall away141 from their faith, hate and betray one another. 
 

• Route Marker #7 – False prophets will arise and mislead many. 
 

• Route Marker #8 – Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. Jesus said, “But 

the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.” 
 

• Route Marker #9 – The gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the 

nations. Jesus said, “Then the end shall come.” 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Follow Jesus’ instructions and you won’t be misled. 

 

Application: 

Around 1600 AD, John Calvin developed a system of theology that has been condensed to a single statement used 

by many evangelical Christians: “Once saved, always saved.”  
 

If this is so, why was Jesus concerned about His disciples being misled? 
 

If this is so, who are the many who will fall away? 
 

Today, many people are writing books and teaching what they believe about end time events. Much of the 

teaching ignores what Jesus said or it is relegated to secondary importance. Remember, being misled deals with 

leadership. Whom do you believe or whom do you follow or whom do you listen to concerning future events? 
 

Are any of these whom you are listening to the head of the Church or your leader?  

 
140 Tribulation: (thlípsis – STRONGS NT 2347 – θλῖψις) – properly, pressure (what constricts or rubs together – ref. 2 Corinthians 4:8-11, 

“8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who 
live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.”), used of a 

narrow place that “hems someone in”; tribulation, especially internal pressure that causes someone to feel confined (restricted, “without 

options” or “no way of escape” – ref. Hosea 2:14-15, “14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 

tenderly to her. 15 And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor (or trouble) a door of hope.”) – (Thayer’s Greek 

Lexicon); contextual meaning – Matthew 24:15-22, Mark 13:14-20, “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which 

was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand) . . . for then there will be a great 

tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall; Matthew 5:10-12 – “Blessed are those 

who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven . . . Rejoice and be glad;  i.e. Testimony of one Tortured 

for Christ: 
 

  One of our workers in the Underground Church was a young girl. The Communist police discovered that she secretly spread the 

Gospel and taught children about Christ.  They decided to arrest her.  But to make the arrest as agonizing and painful as they would 

they decided to delay her arrest a few weeks, until the day she was to be married. On her wedding day, the girl was dressed as a 

bride – the most wonderful, joyous day in a girl’s life!  Suddenly, the door burst open and the secret police rushed in.  
 

When the bride saw the secret police, she held out her arms toward them to be handcuffed.  They roughly put the manacles on her 

wrists.  She looked toward her beloved, then kissed the chains and said, “I thank my heavenly Bridegroom for this jewel He has 

presented to me on my marriage day. I thank Him that I am worthy to suffer for Him.”  She was dragged off, with weeping 
Christians and weeping bridegroom left behind.  They knew what happens to young Christian girls in the hands of Communist 

guards.  Her bridegroom faithfully waited for her.  After five years she was released – a destroyed, broken woman, looking thirty 

years older.  She said it was the least she could do for her Christ. – Tortured for Christ, Richard Wurmbrand, VOM 
141 Fall away. The word used here is apostasy, which means defection from truth, falling away, forsake. Some New Testament references 

to this concept can be found in: Galatians 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 4:1-3, Hebrews 3:12, Hebrews 6:4-6, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 2 Peter 3:17-18, 1 John 

2:18-19 and Jude 3-4. 
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Lesson 55 

 

Disillusioned 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

Have you ever been disillusioned about something before? If so, what was it?  

 

Introduction: 

Near the end of the Last Supper Jesus began talking to His disciples about various relationships they would be 

involved in. First, he talked about their relationship with Him. “Abide in Me, and I in you.” Then He discussed 

their relationship with one another. “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved 

you.” And finally, He talked to them about their relationship with the world. “If the world (kosmos) hates you, 

you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world (kosmos), the world (kosmos) would 

love its own; but because you are not of the world (kosmos), but I chose you out of the world (kosmos), because 

of this the world (kosmos) hates you.” 

 

When Jesus used the term “world”, He wasn’t talking about the earth142 with its landmasses, oceans, lakes, rivers, 

mountains and prairies. Instead the Scriptures use the Greek word kosmos (world).143 The word kosmos is 

translated as “adornment”. It’s the way things appear, or the way things operate here on earth. The same root 

word is used in two familiar passages of Scripture concerning how Christian women should appear.  
 

Your adornment (root word – kosmos) must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold 

jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. (1 Peter 3:3-4) 

 

Likewise, I want women to adorn (root word – kosmos) themselves with proper clothing, modestly and 

discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as 

is proper for women making a claim to godliness. (1 Timothy 2:9-10) 

 

When we see a woman, all dressed up in fancy clothes and jewelry she looks really attractive, however it doesn’t 

tell us anything about the woman herself. It’s just the way she appears. It’s an illusion! And that is the same way 

the world (kosmos) is . . . it’s an illusion. The things of this world look attractive however they are not as they 

appear.144 The Scriptures tell us that Satan, the father of lies, governs all the kingdoms of this world (kosmos). 

Therefore, everything in it is wearing a deceptive mask … it’s an illusion. In fact, you could substitute the word 

illusion for the word, world (kosmos). For example, we could read a familiar verse from the book of James as, 

“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world (illusion) is hostility toward God? Therefore, 

whoever wishes to be a friend of the world (illusion) makes himself an enemy of God.” 

 

According to the dictionary an illusion is a false idea or conception. It is belief or opinion not in accord with the 

facts . . . an unreal, deceptive, or misleading appearance or image. Many people use the word disillusioned in a 

negative sense, however, to be disillusioned is actually quite good. The word disillusioned simply means to be 

free from illusion or false ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 
142 If Jesus had been talking about the earth, it’s physical aspects or inhabitants the Greek word “ge” would have been used. 
143 There are two other primary Greek words used in New Testament Scripture, which are translated “world”. The first is “aion”. It is 
also translated as age because it speaks to the aspect of time . . . a period of existence or duration. The second is “ikoumene”. It refers 

to the concept of area … the globe.  
144 The subject of “things are not as they appear” was the theme of the “Matrix” movie trilogy (2002-2005).  
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Reading the Scripture: 
 

John 15:18 – 16:33 

 

Hated Without a Cause 

John 15:18-25 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 

world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they 

persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these 

things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. If I had not 

come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates 

Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have 

sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. But they have done this in order that 

the word may be fulfilled that is written in their Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.'145 

 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

John 15:26-16:16 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 

from the Father, He will bear witness of Me, and you will bear witness also, because you have been with Me 

from the beginning. These things I have spoken to you, that you may be kept from stumbling. They will make 

you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering 

service to God. And these things they will do, because they have not known the Father, or Me. But these 

things I have spoken to you, that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And 

these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to Him who 

sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your heart. But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 

away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He comes, will 

convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not 

believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; and 

concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. I have many more things to say to you, 

but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; 

for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you 

what is to come. He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine and shall disclose it to you. All things that the 

Father has are Mine; therefore, I said, that He takes of Mine, and will disclose it to you.” 

 

The Father Loves You 

John 16:16-33 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

"A little while, and you will no longer behold Me; and again, a little while, and you will see Me." Some of 

His disciples therefore said to one another, "What is this thing He is telling us, 'A little while, and you will not 

behold Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'; and, 'because I go to the Father'?" And so, they 

were saying, "What is this that He says, 'A little while'? We do not know what He is talking about." Jesus 

knew that they wished to question Him, and He said to them, "Are you deliberating together about this, that I 

said, 'A little while, and you will not behold Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me'? Truly, truly, I 

say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow 

will be turned to joy. Whenever a woman is in travail, she has sorrow, because her hour has come; but when 

 
145 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE': Psalms 35:19 and 69:4. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+35%3A19%2C+69%3A4&version=NIV
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she gives birth to the child, she remembers the anguish no more, for joy that a child has been born into the 

world. Therefore, you too now have sorrow; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one 

takes your joy away from you. And in that day, you will ask Me no question. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you 

shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you in My name. Until now you have asked for nothing in 

My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. These things I have spoken to you in 

figurative language; an hour is coming when I will speak no more to you in figurative language but will tell 

you plainly of the Father. In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request the 

Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I 

came forth from the Father. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the 

world again and going to the Father." His disciples said, "Lo, now You are speaking plainly, and are not using 

a figure of speech. Now we know that You know all things and have no need for anyone to question You; by 

this we believe that You came from God." Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? Behold, an hour is 

coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I 

am not alone, because the Father is with Me. These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 

peace. In the world you have tribulation but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

 

The Commands: 

❖ Remember the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his master.” 

❖ Ask and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. 

❖ But take courage. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Name some illusions that people live under?  

2. How do people become disillusioned? (By learning the truth. “If you continue in My word, then you are 

truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (John 8:31-32)) 

 

The Lesson: 

Jesus begins the lesson by telling the disciples that they will be hated by the world. This is quite understandable 

because the world and its systems are based on lies, while Jesus, His disciples and the Kingdom of God are all 

based on the truth. Therefore, conflict is inevitable.  

 

Jesus continued by saying, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Jesus is so adamant about this truth 

that He reinforces it with a command, “Remember the word I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than His 

master’. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 

 

In order to combat the world’s lies, the Lord promised the disciples that He would send them the Holy Spirit. And 

when the Holy Spirit came, He would bear witness along with them that Jesus was the way, the truth and the life 

and that no man could come to the Father but through Him. In addition, the Holy Spirit would convict the world 

of sin, righteousness and judgment. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. (1 John 5:6)  

 

The coming of the Holy Spirit would be the sign that the Kingdom of God146 had come upon the earth. It was the 

kingdom prophesied by Daniel “the stone cut out of the rock without hands”147 that would crush all the kingdoms 

of this world (kosmos). Each member of this kingdom would be clothed with heavenly armor148 and each one 

would wield the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. And each way that the sword turned it would 

destroy the lies and illusions of the world. 

 

 
146 The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17) 
147 Daniel 2:34 & 44-45. 
148 Ephesians 6:10-17 
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Jesus told the disciples to ask in His name and that they would receive, that their joy my might be full. Each of us 

who names Jesus Christ as Lord should be asking Him to make us effective in using the sword of the Spirit 

against the rulers, powers, world forces of this darkness and the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.  

 

Yet at the same time we are not to fight against flesh and blood even though our enemies may control people 

through lies and illusions. It is these people who persecute us not knowing the truth. And like Jesus they may 

ridicule, torture or kill us. But we are to be of good cheer knowing full well that our hope is not in this world. As 

Jesus brought the lesson to a close, He said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 

peace. In the world (kosmos) you have tribulation but take courage; I have overcome the world (kosmos).”    

 

Group Discussion: 

3. Many Christians believe that everything in their life will be wonderful. What is the truth about this? (They 

forget the Scripture that says in this world you will have tribulation.) 

4. Many Christians believe that everyone in church is nice, understanding and forgiving. What is the truth 

about this? (Not everyone in a church is a Christian, in fact they may be sent by your enemy to destroy the 

work. Also, Christians are a being conformed to the image of Christ and may not have arrived at maturity.) 

5. Many Christians believe that when they get married, their lives will be totally fulfilling. What is the truth 

about this? (It takes hard work, dying to one’s self and submission to their mate.) 

6. Many Christians believe that you should trust one another. What is the truth about this? (Where is it 

written that we should trust in any man? According to the Scriptures we should trust only in God. (Ps 20:7, 

Ps 56:4, Prov. 3:5 and Jn 14:1)) 

7. Many Christians believe that spiritual growth just happens. What is the truth about this? (Spiritual growth 

is a process in which the believer is conformed to the image of Christ by hearing the Word of God and 

obeying it. At various points in his life he will undergo testing.)  

8. Many Christians believe that the government can solve their problems. What is the truth about this? 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Welcome disillusionments by welcoming truth. Rejoice when you are persecuted for truth because in affirms your 

transformation into the image of Christ. 

 

Application: 

Write down one event that occurs in the near future in which you were persecuted for telling the truth and tell tour 

group about it. 
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Lesson 57 

 

Receive the Holy Spirit 
 

Introduction: 

In the previous lesson, we saw that when Jesus went to pray in the Garden at Gethsemane, He taught the disciples 

how to wait for Him. It had required active participation on their part. They were to be: 
 

1. Restful, not busy or sleeping. 

2. Watchful. 

3. Prayerfully seeking God’s will. 

4. Prepared to act. 

5. Responding immediately to His commands. 

 

As soon as Jesus finished praying, He was arrested, tried, condemned, crucified and buried. After remaining in the 

grave for three days and three nights He rose from the dead. He appeared to Mary Magdalene that morning and to 

His uncle, Cleopas and another disciple named Simon as they walked along the road to Emmaus that afternoon. 

Cleopas and Simon raced back to Jerusalem to tell Peter and the other disciples that they had seen Jesus alive! 

While the two were telling their story to the disciples, Jesus suddenly appeared to them all.  

 

Group Discussion: 

1. Do you think the disciples were waiting for Jesus to return as He had taught them to? Why or why not?  

2. If you had been with the disciples when Jesus appeared in their midst, what would your reaction have 

been?  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Mark 16:13-14, Luke 24:33-43, John 20:19-31 

 

Jesus Appears to the Apostles 

Mark 16:13-14, Luke 24:33-43, John 20:19-23 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

31 AD, April 27th, Sunday night – Nisan 19 

And they arose that very hour and returned to Jerusalem and found gathered together the eleven and those 

who were with them, saying, "The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to Simon." And they began to 

relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread. And 

while they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

And He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who 

had seen Him after He had risen. But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a 

spirit. And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See My hands 

and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have." And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples therefore 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. And while they still could not believe it for joy and were marveling, He said 

to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" And they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate 

it before them. Jesus therefore said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send 

you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been 

retained." 
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Doubting Thomas 

Matthew 28:16-17, John 20:24-31 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

31 AD, May 5th, Monday evening – Nisan 27 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples 

therefore were saying to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I shall see in His hands 

the imprint of the nails and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 

believe." But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. And 

after eight days again His disciples were inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been 

shut, and stood in their midst, and said, "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here your 

finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving but 

believing." Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Because you have 

seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed." Many other signs therefore 

Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in 

His name. 

 

The Commands: 

❖ Peace be with you. 

❖ Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you. 

❖ Receive the Holy Spirit. 

❖ Peace be with you. 

❖ Be not unbelieving but believing. 

 

The Lesson: 

The sudden appearance of Jesus in the room startled the disciples so He immediately commanded them to be at 

peace. It had been just five days before, at the Last Supper that Jesus had told them, “A little while, and you will 

no longer see Me; and again, a little while, and you will see Me?” Yet they were surprised to see Him. Then 

Jesus reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they hadn’t even believed those who 

had seen Him after He had risen. 

 

At first the disciples thought they were seeing a ghost. But Jesus reassured them. First by showing them His 

nail-pierced hands and feet. And secondly, He invited them to touch Him and told them that a spirit did not have 

flesh and bones as He had. With the physical evidence as proof the disciples began to rejoice as they realized 

that it was truly Jesus who was standing in their midst. At the Last Supper, Jesus had also foretold of the 

disciple’s great joy. “But I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away 

from you.” 

 

Having eaten a piece of broiled fish that the disciples had given Him, Jesus told them “Peace be with you; as 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their sins haven been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they have been retained.” 

 

Group Discussion: 

3. What had the Father sent Jesus to do? (See Luke 4:18) Also to make disciples, use the gifts of the Spirit, 

obey the Father, love others, forgive people’s sins, etc. 

4. What does Jesus want His disciples to do? The same thing. 

5. Since Jesus had told the disciples on two different occasions at the Last Supper that He would be sending 

them the Holy Spirit, why do you think He had to command them to receive the Holy Spirit? Because the 

Holy Spirit is a gift and a gift must be received. (For example: God sent His Word, His prophets, His Son, 

and His salvation … all of them are gifts and must be received to be beneficial.  
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6. How do you believe Jesus’ last statement above applies to you?  

7.  Why do you think Jesus breathed on the disciples?  

 

The Lesson Continued: 

There are many opinions concerning why Jesus breathed on the disciples when He commanded them to “Receive 

the Holy Spirit.” We will attempt to cover the most predominant ones in this lesson. 

• In Hebrew, the term for the Holy Spirit is Ruwach Qodesh, literally the “breath of God”. Jesus breathing 

on His disciples would have 1) reminded them of what they knew . . . “The wind blows where it wishes 

and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone 

who is born of the Spirit” and 2) foreshadowed of what was to come . . . and suddenly there came from 

heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  

• Another thought is that Jesus was demonstrating how the Holy Spirit works; first you must receive a breath 

of air and then expel it. In other words, like a gift, you must receive it first before it can be given away. 

• Some believe this was a sign of being “born again”, since God breathed on Adam to give him life.  

• Others believe that Jesus actually imparted the Holy Spirit at that time and serves as evidence that all of 

His followers must receive the Holy Spirit to be saved. Then, at a later time, they would receive a baptism 

(immersion or overwhelming) with the Holy Spirit for the purpose of being clothed with power (equipped 

with spiritual gifts) in order to be effective witnesses. Bible scholars point to two different Scriptures that 

speak to life giving water (the Holy Spirit) in support of this idea. 

o The first Scripture, John 4:13-14 refers to Jesus imparting the Holy Spirit so that an individual might 

have eternal life. In the passage, Jesus is speaking to the woman at the well in Samaria. He says to her, 

“Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 

him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing 

up to eternal life.” This passage connects the idea that anyone who drinks the water that Jesus gives 

him (the Holy Spirit) has access to eternal life. In this case the water is enclosed in a container . . . the 

well. Also note that the water is contained within the individual. This supports the idea that the 

individual believer has access to this source of life or may give it to anyone who asks him for a drink 

of it. The water for the most part remains hidden. 

o The second Scripture, John 7:37-39 refers to Jesus baptizing (immersing or overwhelming) an 

individual with the Holy Spirit for the purpose of clothing the disciples with power (spiritual gifts) that 

they might be effective witnesses. Now on the last day, the great day of the feast (Tabernacles), Jesus 

stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. “He who believes in 

Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” But this He 

spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, 

because Jesus was not yet glorified. This passage speaks to believers who are giving away the life-

giving water (the Holy Spirit) In other words . . . witnesses. In this case it is not a single well of water 

but multiple streams.  And it is not just a spring bubbling up but large quantities of water . . . flowing 

rivers. The rivers of water are exposed for all to see and anyone may drink from them freely.    

 

When Jesus told the disciples to receive the Holy Spirit, they would have undoubtedly recalled the things that 

He had spoken to them about the Holy Spirit at the Last Supper. These statements form the core of our 

understanding on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  

 

What thoughts come to your mind concerning what Jesus said?  
 

• The Father is the giver of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:16) 

• The Holy Spirit will remain with Jesus’ disciples forever. (John 14:16) 

• The disciples will have an intimate knowledge of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:17) 

• The Holy Spirit will live with the disciples. (John 14:17) 

• The Holy Spirit will be inside the disciples. (John 14:17) 

• God the Father will send the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name. (John 14:26) 
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• The Holy Spirit will teach the disciples all things. (John 14:26) 

• The Holy Spirit will bring to remembrance everything Jesus has said to His disciples. (John 14:26) 

• Jesus, Himself sends the Holy Spirit. (John 15:26) John the Baptist also testified to this when he said, He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

• The Holy Spirit is truth. (John 15:26) 

• The Holy Spirit will bear witness of Jesus. (John 15:26) 

• The Holy Spirit will convict the world concerning sin because they do not believe in Jesus. (John 16:8,9) 

• The Holy Spirit will convict the world concerning righteousness because Jesus has been raised from the 

dead. (John 16:8,10) 

• The Holy Spirit will convict the world concerning judgment because Satan, the ruler of this world 

(kosmos–adornment/illusion) has been judged. (John 16:8,11) 

• The Holy Spirit will guide the disciples into all truth. (John 16:13) 

• The Holy Spirit will not speak on His own initiative. (John 16:13) 

• The Holy Spirit will speak only what He hears. (John 16:13) 

• The Holy Spirit will speak. (John 16:13) 

• The Holy Spirit will tell you about the future. (John 16:13) 

• The Holy Spirit will glorify Jesus. (John 16:14) 

• The Holy Spirit will give the disciples understanding of everything that Jesus possesses. (John 16:14) 

 

Jesus also made other statements to the disciples about the Holy Spirit, what thoughts come to your mind? 
 

• The heavenly Father gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him. (Luke 11:13) 

• No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of the Spirit (John 3:5)  

• When a person is born again by the Spirit it is like the wind. You don’t know where the wind came from or 

where it is going because it goes where it wishes . . . you just hear the sound of it. (John 3:8) 

• The Holy Spirit will clothe the disciples with power from on high. (Luke 24:49) 

 

Eight days after Jesus’ initial encounter with the disciples He appeared to them again while they were in the 

Galilee. This time Thomas was with them. After greeting them, Jesus proves His identity to Thomas and then 

commands them to believing, not doubting. Then He proceeded to place a prophetic blessing on all those who 

would not see Him, as the disciples had, but believe in Him anyhow. 

 

Group Discussion: 

8. Why do you think Jesus blessed those who would believe in Him even though they had never seen Him? 

(They were people of faith and deserving of reward because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 

word of God. Many are called but few are chosen.)  

9. According to the book of Acts the Holy Spirit can be bestowed upon individuals after they have been 

baptized in Jesus name through the laying of hands by an apostle. (Acts 8:18) Does that verse apply today? 

Why or why not?  

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

Be sure you receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

Application:  

Read the following passages of Scripture: 
 

• Acts 2:1-4 “clothing with power” 

• Acts 2:33 “hear and see” 

• Acts 2:38-39 “will receive” 

• Acts 2:43 “the apostles have power” 

• Acts 3:22-23 “Jesus is sent to you … obey or perish” 
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• Acts 4:29-31 “prayer for signs and wonders and a bold testimony” 

• Acts 6:5-8 “Stephen receives the laying on of hands and does signs and wonders” 

• Acts 8:5-19 “Philip goes to Samaria and the people are clothed with power” 

• Acts 9:17-18 “Paul receives the Holy Spirit and gets baptized” 

• Acts 10:43-48 “Cornelius and his household receive the Holy Spirit” 

• Acts 19:1-6 “John’s baptism versus baptism with the Holy Spirit” 

• 1 Corinthians, chapters 12 &14 “gifts of the Spirit” 

• 1 Timothy 4:14 “Timothy gets a gift” 

 

I Will Put My Spirit Within You  

Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 

26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk 

in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Journey with Jesus 

Eighteen of Jesus’ Most Pivotal Lessons 

Page 84 of 131 

 

 

Key2Changes.com 
 

Lesson 58 

 

The Great Commission 
 

Group Icebreaker: 

What is God’s will for your life?  

 

Introduction: 

Forty days had passed since Jesus was raised from the dead. During that time He told the disciples many things 

concerning the kingdom of God and opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. He explained to them that it 

was written that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead on the third day and that repentance for 

forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem. And He told them 

that they were to be witnesses of those things. 

 

On the fortieth day Jesus gathered the disciples together and led them out of Jerusalem to a place on the Mount of 

Olives near Bethany.149 When they arrived He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem until He had baptized 

them with the Holy Spirit a few days hence. Somewhat puzzled they inquired of Him if He was going to restore 

the kingdom to Israel at that time. He replied that it wasn’t for them to know the times or epochs established by 

the Father but that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them.  

 

Then He issued His last set of commands, which today has come to be known as the “Great Commission”. After 

that He blessed the disciples and ascended into heaven while they watched. They were awestruck! As Jesus 

continued to rise, a cloud150 received Him out of their sight. Then two angels appeared and told them that He 

would one day return to earth in the same manner that they had seen Him leave. 

 

Group Discussion: 

1. If you had been with the disciples that day, what questions would have been running through your mind?  

 

Reading the Scripture: 
 

Final Instructions – The Great Commission151 

Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-19, Luke 24:44-53, Acts 1:3-12 
Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 

 

31 AD, June 5th, Thursday – Iyyar 27 

Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 

which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." Then He 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 

behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high." And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and 

 
149 Bethany was the home on Lazarus, Mary and Martha. It is located on the southeastern side of the Mount of Olives about a two-

mile journey from Jerusalem. 
150 The specific cloud that is being talked about in Hebrew is called the Sh’khinah: the cloud of glory. It is the same cloud that led the 
Israelites in their wilderness wanderings, became a pillar of fire at night and filled the Temple of God. It always indicates the presence 

of God 
 

151 The Great Commission: The basic commission was to make new disciples. To this, Jesus specified the method involved in 
accomplishing that task. The fulfillment of the various components is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. Below is a list of the initial 

fulfillment of the individual components: 1) Go into all the world - Acts 2:1-6, 2), Preach the Gospel - Acts 2:22-36, 3) Baptizing - 

Acts 2:28-41, 4) Teaching them to observe all that Jesus had commanded them - Acts 2:42.                                        
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blessed them. And He said to them, "Go152 into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples153 of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. He who has believed and has been 

baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned. And these signs will accompany 

those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will 

pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 

and they will recover." So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, 

and sat down at the right hand of God. And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in 

the temple, praising God. And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and 

confirmed the word by the signs that followed. 
 

The Commands: 

❖ But you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. 

❖ Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

❖ Make disciples 

❖ Baptize them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

❖ Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.  

 

The Lesson: 

Jesus had a way of making His points memorable and they certainly weren’t subtle. When He issued His last set 

of commands to the disciples He coupled it with His ascension into heaven. Talk about emphasis! Most of us are 

readily able to recall the first and last items on a “to do” list we are given because are brains are wired that way. 

But Jesus made sure the disciples didn’t forget the first and last things He told them.     

 

Think back to Jesus’ first command154 to the disciples. It was “Follow Me”. And Jesus issued it in conjunction 

with a miraculous fishing trip. The point He was making to them was, “I want you to hear and obey my voice and 

when you do what I have told you miraculous things will happen that bring blessing.” With the command to 

“Follow Me” Jesus also promised the disciples that He would make then fishers of men. And now, three and one-

half years later Jesus was commissioning them to do that very thing. 

 

So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand 

of God. And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple, praising God. And 

they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs 

that followed. 

 

At the heart of the Great Commission is the imperative to make disciples. It was Jesus’ full time occupation from 

the day He entered ministry at His baptism until He ascended into heaven. During His 3½ years of ministry, Jesus 

modeled the process of making disciples and then commanded all those who had followed Him to do likewise. 

The discipleship process involves five steps. They are: 
 

 
152 Go. (participle) shouldn’t even be translated “go” but “as you are going” or “while going”.  
 

 

153 make disciples. See article on page 108 (“Go or Make?”) for a full explanation. 
 
 

154 This compares favorably with the very first command that God gave the Israelites at Mount Sinai, “Hear O’ Israel” (Hear. The 

Hebrew word ‘shema’. – See article on page 111 (“What does the Hebrew term ‘Shema’ mean?”) for a full explanation). Even though 

the Israelites had agreed to obey God’s voice, when He actually spoke to them they became fearful and pleaded that He speak to them 
no more. Instead, they said they would hear and obey Moses. But they didn’t do that either. 

 

In some ways those who profess to be Christians are like the Israelites. When they hear what Jesus wants them to do they become 

fearful and won’t follow Him. Instead, they say, “Pastor you tell us what we should do.” But then they won’t do that either. Jesus said, 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in 

heaven will enter. Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his 

house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:21 and 24) 
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1. Stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. 

2. Go into all the world. 

3. Preach repentance for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus name. 

4. Baptize those who believe the message … in the name of Jesus. 

5. Teach those who have been baptized to observe all that Jesus commanded. 

 

The disciples followed Jesus’ instructions perfectly and the initial results are played out in the pages of the book 

of Acts: 
 

1. Stay – Acts 1:12-14 

 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 

journey away. When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; 

that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the 

son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. These all with one mind were 

continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 

His brothers. 
 

2. Go – Acts 2:1-6 

 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from 

heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 

utterance. Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. And 

when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was 

hearing them speak in his own language. 
 

3. Preach – Acts 2:22-36 

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and 

wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know – this 

Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 

hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of 

death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD 

ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 

THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO 

WILL LIVE IN HOPE; BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW 

YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ Brethren, I may confidently say 

to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 

And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT 

one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the 

Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. This 

Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore having been exalted to the right hand 

of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this 

which you both see and hear. For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: ‘THE 

LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL 

FOR YOUR FEET.’ Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both 

Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 

4. Baptize – Acts 2:37-41 

 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 

promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to 
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Himself.” And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved 

from this perverse generation!” So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day 

there were added about three thousand souls. 
 

5. Teach – Acts 2:42 

 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 

 

Group Discussion: 

2. What is a disciple? (One who receives instruction, a learner or pupil.)  

 

The process of making disciples closely resembles the natural process that men and women go through to have 

and raise children. Let’s take a look at the comparison.  
 

1.  Stay (until you are capable of reproduction and have found a mate)  

2. Go (leave father and mother – Genesis 2:24) 

3.  Preach (plant a seed – Genesis 2:24) 

4.  Baptize (washing at live birth) 

5.  Teach (equip the child so he can be successful and raise his own children) 

a. The child is a disciple as he is the one who receives instruction. 

b. This maturing stage has three stages: 
 

 Spiritual Maturity – (1 John 2:13) Natural Maturity 
 

1. Child         Childhood 

2. Young man          Adolescence 

3. Father        Adulthood 

 

The Point of the Lesson: 

God has given us: 
 

• His Vision of what we are to become . . . like His son, Jesus. 

• The Mission we are to accomplish . . . to make disciples. 

• The Strategy we are to use . . .   

o Go into all the world. 

o Preach the message of forgiveness of sins in Jesus name 

o Baptize those who have believed the message. 

o Teach them to observe everything that Jesus commanded to do. 

• And the Ministry we are to perform . . . the ministry of reconciliation. 

 

In order to do this work He has also given us: 

• His Authority . . . to accomplish the mission and ministry. 

• His Power . . . the Holy Spirit. 

• His Tools . . . the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

• His Glory . . . the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

• His Equippers . . . apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. 

 

Application: 

As we close this last lesson, be reminded that you have now gone through the spiritual maturity process and the 

responsibility is yours to accomplish the will of your Father in heaven. The Journey With Jesus series of books 

will help give you a guideline to accomplish the task that is set before you. Will you do it?  
 

The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:2) 
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Overview of Jesus’ Relationship to His Disciples 
 

1. James* (“Jacob”): brother of Jesus. Authored the New Testament epistle: “James”. 

(Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3)  

2. Judas* (“Jude”): brother of Jesus. Authored the New Testament epistle: “Jude”. (Matthew 

13:55, Mark 6:3)  

3. James, son of Zebedee* (“Jacob”): cousin of Jesus, son of The Virgin Mary’s sister, 

Salome (Mark 15:40, 16:1). Also known as “Boanerges” or one of the “sons of thunder”. 

(Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:14-20; Luke 5:1-11, Mark 3:17)  

4. John* (“Jehohanan”): cousin of Jesus, son of The Virgin Mary’s sister, Salome (Mark 

15:40, 16:1). Also known as “Boanerges”, one of the “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17), “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23, 19:26, 21:7, 21:20), and former disciple of John 

the Baptist. Authored the New Testament “Gospel of John”, “1 John”, “2 John”, “3 John”, 

and “Revelation”. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:14-20; Luke 5:1-11, Mark 3:17)  

5. James, son of Alphaeus* (“Jacob”): cousin of Jesus, son of Joseph’s brother, Cleopas 

(Luke 24:13-35). (Cleopas’ wife was Mary (“Mariam”). She is also known as “the other 

Mary” at Jesus crucifixion and at the open tomb. – Matthew 27:61, 28:1, Luke 24:9-10). 

Also known as James the less or James son of Alphaeus (“Cleopas”). (Matthew 4:18-22, 

Mark 1:14-20; Luke 5:1-11)  

6. Thaddeus*: cousin of Jesus, son of Joseph’s brother, Cleopas (Luke 24:13-35). (Cleopas’ 

wife was Mary (“Mariam”). She is also known as “the other Mary” at Jesus crucifixion and 

at the open tomb. – Matthew 27:61, 28:1, Luke 24:9-10). Also known as Judas the son of 

James or Judas not Iscariot.  

7. Simon*: cousin of Jesus, son of Joseph’s brother, Cleopas (Luke 24:13-35). (Cleopas’ wife 

was Mary (“Mariam”). She is also known as “the other Mary” at Jesus crucifixion and at 

the open tomb. – Matthew 27:61, 28:1, Luke 24:9-10). Also known as the Zealot.  

8. Simon* (renamed by Jesus to “Peter”/“Petros”/“Rock”): partners in a fishing business 

with Jesus’ two cousins James and John, sons of The Virgin Mary’s sister Salome, and 

brother to Andrew. Also known as Simon bar Jonah (Matthew 6:17). Authored the New 

Testament epistles: “1 Peter” and “2 Peter”. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:14-20; Luke 5:1-

11)  

9. Andrew*: partners in a fishing business with Jesus’ two cousins James and John, sons of 

The Virgin Mary’s sister Salome, brother to Simon (“Peter”), and former disciple of John 

the Baptist. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:14-20; Luke 5:1-11)  

10. Matthew*: was the chief tax collector in Capernaum. He undoubtedly collected the taxes 

from the fishermen, including James, John, Peter and Andrew, when they brought in their 

catches to be sold at market. He may also have been the royal official from Capernaum, 

whose son Jesus healed. Also known as “Levi”. Authored the New Testament “Gospel of 

Matthew”. (Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27-32) 
 

The remaining Disciples have no immediate recorded relationship to Jesus: Philip*, 

Bartholomew, son of Talemai*, Thomas*, and Judas Iscariot*.                                                       .   
 

* Matthew 10:1-4, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6:12-16  
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‘Torah’ Defined 
 

Law is Hitting the Mark while Sin is Missing the Mark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 89 
 

What does it mean to Walk with God?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  page 90 
 

You Who Practice Lawlessness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 91 

 

 

Law is Hitting the Mark while Sin is Missing the Mark 
Insights from Hebrew 

 

LAW! Such a harsh word. A word disliked and abhorred by many Christians. But was this always the case? Why 

did David delight in the “Law”? (Psa 1:2, 119:70,77,174) Why did Paul – the misunderstood apostle say the same 

thing? “I delight in the law of God, in my inner being.” (Rom 7:22). A simple word study into the original 

Manuscripts of the Scriptures can help us understand God’s Law in new light. 

 

The word commonly translated as “LAW” in our English versions of the Scriptures is “Torah” in the Original 

Hebrew and derives from the root word “Yarah”: 
 

Strong’s Hebrew Concordance H8451 –   ורהת  – tôrâh  
 

From H3384; a precept or statute, especially the Decalogue or Pentateuch: – law. 
 

(Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew Lexicon – law, direction, instruction) 
 

Strong’s Hebrew Concordance H3384 –  ירה – yârâh   
 

A primitive root; properly to flow as water (that is, to rain); transitively to lay or throw (especially an arrow, 

that is, to shoot); figuratively to point out (as if by aiming the finger), to teach: – (+) archer, cast, direct, 

inform, instruct, lay, shew, shoot, teach (-er, -ing), through.                                                                . 
 

(Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew Lexicon – to throw, shoot, cast, pour) 

 

Looking at the definitions given on the Strong’s Concordance and BDB Lexicon, it is clear that Torah and its root 

word Yarah are connected to “teaching and instruction”. And not only is it connected to these ideas, it also 

denotes “shooting an arrow” or “taking aim”. A few examples of usage of the word “Yarah” is given below: 
 

Genesis 46:28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct (H3384) his face unto Goshen; and they came into 

the land of Goshen. 
 

1 Samuel 20:20 And I will shoot (H3384) three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. 
 

Psalm 64:7 But God shall shoot (H3384) at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded. 
 

Exodus 4:12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach (H3384) thee what thou shalt say. 
 

Leviticus 10:11 And that ye may teach (H3384) the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto 

them by the hand of Moses. 
 

Psalm 119:102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught (H3384) me. 

 

Since we have looked at the meaning of Torah, let us look at another word which is closely connected with it in 

Scripture – the word “SIN”. The word commonly translated as “SIN” in our English versions of the Scriptures is 

“Chatta’ah” in the Original Hebrew and derives from the root word “Chatta”: 
 

 

Strong’s Hebrew Concordance H2403 – חּטאת – chaṭṭâ’âh 
 

From H2398; an offence (sometimes habitual sinfulness), and its penalty, occasion, sacrifice, or expiation; 

also (concretely) an offender: – punishment (of sin), purifying (-fication for sin), sin (-ner, offering). 
(Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew Lexicon – sin, sinful, sin offering) 
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Strong’s Hebrew Concordance H2398 –  חטא -châṭâ’ 
 

A primitive root; properly to miss; hence (figuratively and generally) to sin; by inference to forfeit, lack, 

expiate, repent, (causatively) lead astray, condemn: – bear the blame, cleanse, commit [sin], by fault, harm he 

hath done, loss, miss, (make) offend (-er), offer for sin, purge, purify (self), make reconciliation, (cause, 

make) sin (-ful, -ness), trespassive.  
(Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew Lexicon – to sin, miss, miss the way, go wrong, incur guilt, forfeit, purify from uncleanness) 

 

Looking at the definitions given on the Strong’s Concordance and BDB Lexicon, it is clear that Chatta’ah and its 

root word Chatta are connected to “missing and going astray”. It denotes “missing the mark”. An 

example is given below: 
 

Judges 20:16 Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men left handed; everyone could sling stones at a 

hair breadth, and not miss (H2398) 

 

The relationship between Sin and Law 
 

As per John’s explanation in his 1st Epistle, Sin = Breaking the Law (1 John 3:4 “Everyone who makes a 

practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.”). 

 

While “Law” means to “shoot”, “take aim”, “direct” and “instruct”, “Sin” means to “miss” or “go astray”. If 

we put this thought in a picture form, “Torah” is an archer who aims/shoots at a target, while “Sin” is the same 

archer “missing the mark”. If we stop taking aim at the perfect instructions of God, we stand to miss the mark, 

thereby falling into “Sin”. 
– Word Study by Key2Changes.com 

 

What does it mean to Walk with God? 
 

It does not mean to have the intellectual understanding of the workings of God. No, I am walking with God . . 

. is like a dance . . . What does that mean?                                                                   .  

 

(defined) Torah law is the same word for “Walk”, Jewish law is not called any of the legal terms; Jewish law is 

called “the walk” . . . here we uncover the essences of Faith as it should be understood and lived according to 

the Scriptures . . . to live with faith is not only to live in action, but it is to live faithfully . . .                                                                                                              

  

 

. . . (the root of faith is) Emunah “Faith”, Emun “Practice”, Ne’eman “Loyalty” . . . Biblical faith directs us 

towards a living relationship with God, that’s the essence of Covenant; in relationships there is moments of 

intimacy, there is moments of distance, highs, lows, relationship is real, its dynamic, but to walk with God, to be 

wholehearted is to be “loyal” in our encounter with God.  We like, touch the ultimate good.  We align ourselves 

with that “Vision”, in that direction, and then the walk begins.  One step at a time.  We do not have all the 

answers. There is so much unknown, so much mystery, but we are always given enough to take the next step . . .  

  

Let’s look at the word “Israel”. Inside the word “Israel” is “struggle”, but the word itself “Israel” is made up of 

two words, one is “Straight” and then you have “God”, so think about what that is saying to us, what is it to live 

by the faith of Israel; it is to put God up in front of our “Vision”, and then “Straight”, we have a path, we have 

our eyes set on the Kingdom of God, our highest ideals, our values that will never be corrupted, we will . . . live 

out our lives with Laser like Focus, “Straight” ahead.                                                                                             .  

  

The default of this world is struggle, and the definition of Israel is to “Struggle and to Prevail”, we have the keys, 

how to persevere in the hard times and prevail . . . we have been gifted . . . “Israel” . . . we are going to be 

challenged and pushed to the ends of our limits and beyond; and that seems to be one of the fundamental 

purposes of life . . . to grow beyond ourselves, in the struggle I become more than who I am, maybe that is the 

purpose here, to become more than who you are . . . that is why Israel is called “to embrace the struggle, to 
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embody the struggle”, when you prevail you emerge triumphed, you emerge greater and stronger.  A life 

of Faith is not something that you can just casually say, “I believe” . . . that is not going to last, Biblical “Faith”, 

you contend with the world, you struggle with the world, you struggle towards God, you struggle with yourself, 

and in the struggle you discover your strength, you discover your character, your inner value, you discover 

yourself; the challenges of life are going to hit us and there is nothing we can do about that, but in confronting the 

suffering of life, you can do something honorable, admirable, knowable, worthy, glorious, powerful, helpful, 

upright . . . right there, that is the light of Israel . . . in that struggle you can bring the light of those amazing gifts 

to the world.  Faith is not trying to convince yourself of the existence of a transcendent power that you can believe 

in . . . that is a cognitive approach to faith, that is the approach to solving a scientific problem.  The prophets 

were not scientists . . . I do not believe that I love God, I live my love for God, and out of my loyalty and action, a 

deeper relationship is developed.  Faith is a life committed to action, to love . . . a covenant  . . . God makes a 

covenant with us. . . a covenant is a commitment . . . to be committed in practice, in action, to be loyal in your life, 

that is the root of what the word means, it means “Loyal”, it is to be loyal to the internal calling inside of you . . . 

there is a calling inside of all of us . . . God’s law is written in our heart if we just open it up and look in . . . 

  

What did Abraham have, “a Calling”, a move away from organized religion, and it is a return to a relationship, a 

return to a simple pure wholehearted “walk with God” . . . walking and living in alignment with God . . . with the 

highest ideal you could imagine . . . that is Biblical Faith . . . to live life with love as your driving force, with 

unshakable character, and the courage of Joshua to struggle and prevail and conquer the land of Israel . . .                                                                  

  

. . . we have no idea how much power you will discover in your walk through life as you start aiming towards the 

higher good, and in pursuit of your highest self, and in pursuit of the ultimate good, that’s where you will find the 

meaning in your life, when you start living with character, and you start walking with God aligned with your 

ideals, good things will happened, you will be blessed . . .                                                                                          

  

. . . that does not always mean you’re going to succeed in every endeavor or in every project, but “Committed”, 

living “Committed” to “walking with God”, ensures that every day in pursuit of that goal you will be blessed, 

even if the goal is never accomplished.  Everyone needs to take a strategy of how they are going to live life, this is 

the Biblical Strategy, this is the “Biblical Walk”, to walk uncompromisingly, “Straight with God” . . . that is the 

Deeper Meaning of the Biblical Promise:                                                                   . 
  

“He who Blesses Israel will be Blessed” - (meaning) If you live a life committed to manifesting the ultimate 

good, committed to building Zion, you will attract good into your life, that is the essences of what it means to 

walking with God.  To live in the Walk.  We have a covenant, and a commitment to the ultimate good.  We 

have temptations to our right and we have self-doubts to the left, and Biblical Faith is to walk in alignment 

with that Vision no matter.  That is the essence of loyalty to the King.                                                                 .                                                                                                              

.     
 

. . . What is that next stage, the Law is going to be written on our hearts.  What does that mean?  It is a mistake to 

say that this is a prophecy that has already been fulfilled, it must be fulfilled again, it must be fulfilled in our 

generation.  That’s the message.  Open your heart.  There is like a place inside of you that is calling you to be a 

higher being, and if all of us hear that calling, if all of us live by that, we manifest a joint destiny that all of us are 

collected to.  From the mountains of Judea to the Colorado Rocky’s, it’s like one destiny, a House of Prayer for 

all Nations, that will be a Blessing for all Nations.  So, “to walk with God”, may our Walk direct us to that 

ultimate Prophetic Vision . . . aligned with his Torah, may we all walk whole heartedly with God, all the way to a 

new rebuilt Jerusalem.  
– excerpts from an audio teaching of a Judaean Rabbi on the Biblical Definition of “Torah”  

 

You Who Practice Lawlessness 
Matthew 7:21-23 

Scripture excerpts from “Follow Me: A Message from God” 
 

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My 

Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
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and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' And why do you call Me, 

'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM 

ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'155  
 

Lawlessness (Strong’s No. 458 – translation: anomia) properly, without law; lawlessness; the utter disregard for 

God's law (His written and living Word). 1 John 3:4, “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.”  While “Law” means to “shoot”, “take aim”, “direct” and “instruct”, “Sin” means 

to “miss” or “go astray”. If we put this thought in a picture form, “Torah” (the teaching and instruction of God) is 

an archer who aims/shoots at a target, while “Sin” is the same archer “missing the mark”. If we stop taking aim at 

the perfect instructions of God (“Torah”), we stand to miss the mark, thereby falling into “Sin” (i.e. 2 

Thessalonians 2, The Man of Lawlessness).  

 

Jesus clearly tells His disciples that not everyone who declares that Jesus is Lord actually belongs to Him. He is 

cautioning His disciples about an error concerning salvation that will creep into the Church.  

 

Both the apostle Paul (Romans 10:8-21, “. . . But they have not all obeyed the gospel . . .”) and Peter (2 Peter 

3:16-18, “. . . care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.”) 

talk about this error, concerning the lordship of Jesus Christ, which involves giving only mental ascent to the fact 

that Jesus is Lord. People will simply say the words “Jesus is Lord” and believe they will be saved. To them the 

statement becomes a magical incantation or ticket to heaven. Whereas the truth of the matter is that when a 

person confesses that Jesus is Lord, he is in fact stating that he will do everything that his Lord commands 

him to do. When a person does not do as his Lord commands it shows that he is a hypocrite, saying one thing and 

doing another. His behavior reveals his character. He really doesn’t believe in his heart that Jesus is Lord or he 

would do what Jesus says. As James (James 2:17) puts it, “Faith without works is dead.” 

 

In John 12:46-50, Jesus reiterates this truth: 
 

I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.  And if 

anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, 

but to save the world.  He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the 

word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.  For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 

Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak.  And I know that His 

commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
155 'DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS'. Leviticus 26. Lawlessness here means living without law or in 
violation of the law. Followers of Jesus Christ are still under law . . . The Law of the Spirit of Christ, a higher standard of living, the 

Spirit of the Law. 
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Relationship to God 
 

It’s popular in preaching the gospel or sermons to tell people that they must have a personal relationship with 

God. But what does that mean? For example, what is the nature of the relationship, how does it get started, what 

expectations are there in the relationship and how does it work in a practical sense? These are all valid questions 

that race through a person’s mind but usually go unanswered.  

 

The name of the relationship is covenant and it is the basis for Biblical Faith. All denominations of Christians 

acknowledge this covenant relationship, yet many forget about it and what it means when it comes to arguing 

their particular point of view. Without knowledge of what a covenant is and how its parts work, much of what it 

means to be a Christian is difficult to understand. So let’s take a closer look at the key concept of covenant.  

 

The Covenant Relationship 
 

An individual becomes a Christian by entering into a covenant with God. The Biblical name of that covenant is 

the “New Covenant”156 and is referenced by Scripture in Jeremiah 31:31-34. “‘Behold, days are coming,’ 

declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not 

like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 

of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,’ declares the LORD. ‘But this is the 

covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will put My law 

within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not 

teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” for they will all know 

Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares the LORD, ‘for I will forgive their iniquity, and their 

sin I will remember no more.’”  

 

A covenant in its simplest terms is an agreement or promise between two or more parties. It is derived from the 

Hebrew word “berith”, which means to divide or cut in two. It has come to mean, “a coming together” which 

signifies a mutual undertaking between two or more parties each binding himself to fulfill obligations. It does not 

in and of itself contain the idea of joint obligation. It mostly signifies an obligation undertaken by a single person.  

 

Covenant is the way that God has chosen to enter into relationship with men. There are several of these 

covenants recorded in the Bible. Seven predominant ones are the: Adamic (Genesis 1:28-29; 2:15; 3:5, 14-15, 21), 

Noahaic (Genesis 6:18; 9:1-17), Abrahamic (Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15:4-21; Genesis 17:6-14; Deuteronomy 30:1-20), 

Mosaic (Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 26:17-18; Exodus 31:12-18), Palestinian (Deuteronomy 28:1, 15; 30:19), Davidic 

(1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 7:11-18; 1 Chronicles 17:10-14; Psalm 89:34-37; Jeremiah 33:20-21) and the New (meaning 

“Renew, Repair, Restore” – Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:26-27).  

 

Covenants have been used since ancient times as a way for people to come together. For example, friends would 

pledge their friendship forever, enemies would make peace and become friends, and conquerors brought the 

conquered into submission and worked out a friendly relationship with them.  

 

The key word in all these covenant agreements is friend. Our modern-day usage of the word friend has been 

corrupted. In most cases we should be using the term, “acquaintance”. The word friend, according to the 

dictionary, comes from prehistoric times and has a root meaning of “to love”. A friend is one who is attached to 

another by esteem or affection, or one that is not hostile, or one that is of the same nation, party or group. The 

most common form of covenant that people participate in today is marriage.  

 

Covenants are entered into by representatives who become functionally one and are bound together in an 

unbreakable treaty. They are in fact exchanging their lives with one another (Jesus, “I lay down my life . . . on my 

own accord” John 10:17-18 and His Followers, “whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be 

 
156 The Hebrew name for this covenant is “Brit Hadashah”. 
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My disciple” – John 13:34-35; Matthew 16:24-25; Luke 14:26-27). The representatives can be the actual people 

engaged in the covenant themselves or they can also represent their families, organizations, nations, the unborn or 

those who wish to be part of it.  

 

Covenants are formally binding agreements much like are modern day contracts however they differ in five 

primary ways:  
 

1.  A covenant is initiated based on the concept of friendship, whereas a contract is initiated to achieve an 

agreement.  

2.  A covenant is based on trust between the parties. (i.e. “I know you care for me.”) A contract is based on 

distrust for one another.  

3.  A covenant is based on unlimited responsibility. (i.e. “I will do everything in my power to bless you.”) A 

contract is based on limited liabilities.  

4.  A covenant cannot be broken if new circumstances occur, whereas a ccontract can be voided by mutual 

consent.  

5.  A covenant is made before impartial witnesses, whereas a contract needs only the agreement of the two 

participating parties.  

 

The Parts of a Covenant 
 

Every covenant, including the New Covenant has four basic parts:  
 

1.  The Choice  

2.  The Law or terms of the agreement  

3.  The Sacrifice  

4.  The Sign which is “a memorial” or “in remembrance of”  

 

The Choice 
 

The “Choice” consists of an invitation or proposal by one party to another to come into a covenant agreement. 

The stronger one usually makes the invitation or proposal since he has more to offer. The weaker one accepts the 

offer. This is why we historically see a man proposing marriage to a woman.  

 

In the New Covenant, God invites or proposes that an individual enter into a covenant relationship with Him. 

The invitation comes through the preaching of the gospel or as some would say by declaring the “good news” 

of Jesus Christ. It is God calling out to people to come to Him. When a person hears this invitation it is what 

the Scripture refers to as being “called” by God. Once a person accepts the invitation and enters into the New 

Covenant the terms chosen157 or elect apply to him.  

 

The choice also includes a discussion of what the parties’ relationship had been up to this time, what brought 

them together and what their relationship would be in the future.  

 

In the New Covenant the relationship of Christians had been that of enemies of God and sinners. The 

goodness of God is what brings them together and their relationship in the future will be that of friends and 

family.  

 

The choice also includes a preliminary exchange of gifts such as clothing, weapons, rings or dowry. This 

demonstrates the parties’ goodwill toward one another.  

 

In the New Covenant the exchange of gifts takes place around the sacrament of baptism. The individual 

brings his gifts of repentance from dead works and faith towards God when he gets water baptized. That is 

 
157 For example, “Many are called (invited) but few are chosen” (accept). (Matthew 22:14). 
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why water baptism is sometimes referred to as a baptism of repentance. God also brings His gifts … the 

forgiveness of sins and a new life for the individual or as some would say … the gift of eternal life. God 

evidences these gifts by giving the individual the Holy Spirit who then comes to dwell within the individual. 

This is called being baptized with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit serves as the seal of the covenant or in 

other words it is God’s way of “sealing the deal.”  

 

The Law 
 

The second element, “The Law” or “terms of the agreement” consists of a promise to exchange lives. For 

example, your debts are my debts, my bank account is your bank account, my house is your house, my strength is 

your protection and my body is your body. The legal term for this relationship of chosen bondage is 

“lovingkindness.”158  

 

The idea of an exchanged life with Christ through the New Covenant has huge implications for Christians. 

Basically they get to exchange everything they are or have for everything that Christ is and has. For example 

their sins for His righteousness, their physical talents and gifts for His spiritual gifts, their worldly reasoning 

for His wisdom and their sorrows for His joy. He also gets their obedience in exchange for His provision and 

their faith in what He says in exchange for His reward. Is that a good deal or what?  

 

Then the parties make vows or promises to one another. For example in a wedding ceremony we usually hear a 

promise of love and faithfulness to one another for better or worse, richer or poorer and in sickness and health as 

long as we both shall live.  

 

Christians hear similar words as the Apostle Paul reminds them in Hebrews 13:5 that Christ said: “I will 

never leave you or forsake you.”  

 

The Law also consists of curses and blessings. In other words, bad things happen to those who do not adhere to 

the terms of the covenant and good things happen when they do.  

 

We find some examples of New Covenant blessings and curses in the words of Jesus. For example, in the 

Beatitudes we hear these kinds of words: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the 

earth.” Jesus also expressed curses when He said: “Do not judge lest you be judged. If you do not forgive 

men, then your Father will not forgive your transgression. Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy 

shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.”  

 

The Sacrifice 
 

The third element, “The Sacrifice” consists of shedding the blood of at least one animal whose body is cut into 

pieces and divided into two separate piles of meat. This is done with the thought that the two bloody heaps of 

meat will stand as witnesses that the parties are giving each other to one another unto death. The sacrificial 

element of a covenant is foundational since the Hebrew word for covenant means to “divide” or “cut in two”.159   

 

The two bloody heaps of meat are meant to convey a couple of additional thoughts to the participating parties. 

They are: (1) If you dare break or become unfaithful to this covenant, may God do this to you and more and (2) In 

order to keep this covenant, I will die if necessary.  

 
158 Lovingkindness (covenant loyalty or faithfulness) is a tender (soft, delicate, yielding, mild, gentle, precious, considerate, dear) and benevolent (for 

the purpose of doing good, kindness, help) affection (to strive after). 
159 “divide” or “cut in two”: i.e. Genesis 15:1-18, “. . . When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram . . .” and Jeremiah 34:18, “And the men 

who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made before me, I will make them like the calf that 

they cut in two and passed between in parts.” 
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And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made before me, 

I will make them like the calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts. 

 

Once the meat is separated, the representatives walk through the pieces in a figure eight. The number eight has a 

dual meaning. In the Bible it represents a “new beginning”. From the book of Genesis we learn that God created 

the heavens and the earth in six days and on the seventh day He rested. From this we are to understand that the 

number seven represents the completion of the cycle, therefore the number eight represents “the starting another 

cycle” or “beginning something new.” A second meaning for the number eight arises when it is laid on its side. 

The number (∞) then becomes the symbol for “infinity” or “without end” or “eternal”.  

 

A great picture of covenant making is found in the Bible, when God makes a covenant with Abram. This is found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 15. A portion of that chapter reads as follows: So God said to him, “Bring Me a 

three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young 

pigeon.” Then Abram brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he 

did not cut the birds. It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a 

smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant 

with Abram. (Genesis 15:9, 10, 17 and 18)  

 

In the New Covenant, God provides the sacrifice . . . His son, Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God.” Jesus serves 

as a witness to the covenant. But God has called other witnesses as well. They are Heaven and Earth, the Law 

and the Prophets, heavenly angels and members of the congregation as well as the water, the blood and the 

Spirit as referenced in 1 John 5:7-8. 

 

The Sign 
 

The fourth element of a covenant is “The Sign.” It is also known as a “memorial” or “in remembrance of”, and is 

used to help the parties remember the covenant they have made with each other. Throughout history people have 

used several different types of signs and memorials. For example: They heaped up stones, or planted a forest, or 

exchanged herds of animals and in marriages they exchanged rings.  

 

Many times they exchanged names and when the covenant was complete they would eat a meal. The meal was 

usually a light one . . . symbolic in nature consisting of bread and wine or water. This memorial meal can easily 

be identified at weddings. It’s when the bride and groom feed each other a piece of cake and share a glass of 

champagne.  

 

When an individual enters the New Covenant he takes another name, “Christian" and participates in the 

covenant meal, which is known as “communion”.  

 

After Jesus’ death the New Covenant was offered immediately to the Jewish people, which was in accordance 

with the Scripture. In Jeremiah 31:31 God had declared, “I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and with the house of Judah.” Some ten years later the New Covenant was offered to the Gentiles. The story 

of how this occurred is the subject of is the subject of chapter 10, in the book of Acts. 
– Teaching by Michael Gibson of Key2Changes.com 
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The Story of Elijah and Elisha 
A Picture of Baptism 

 

The relationship of Elijah, a spiritual father to Elisha, a spiritual son . . . serves as a picture of the relationship of 

Jesus to believers.  

 

Background 
 

Elijah ministered as a prophet of God to the Israelites from 883 BC to 868 BC. He was from Tishbe in the Gilead. 

At the beginning of his ministry Ahab and Jezebel ruled the northern kingdom of Israel consisting of ten tribes: 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun and Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh). 

Jehoshaphat ruled over the southern kingdom of Judah, consisting of two tribes: Judah and Benjamin. In 879 BC, 

Elijah challenged 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah to a showdown on Mount Carmel. Sometime 

after this he recruited Elisha as his servant at Abel-meholah.  

 

Elijah Calls Elisha to Follow Him 
 

So Elijah departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, while he was plowing with twelve pairs of 

oxen before him, and he with the twelfth. And Elijah passed over to him and threw his mantle on him. (1 Kings 

19:19) 

 

READ: 1 Kings 19:1-21 

 

From the text we see that Elisha was just an ordinary man . . . he was a farmer. 

 

The word mantle in Hebrew is the word “addereth” and means something ample (large or wide) and is used to 

describe the following: garment – robe – glory. You might think of it like "Joseph's coat of many colors." When 

Elijah placed his mantle upon Elisha he was in fact calling him to be a prophet and adopting him as his son. In 

other words he was giving him his glory.  

 

Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow 

you.” And Elijah said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” So Elisha returned from following 

him, and took the pair of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and 

gave it to the people and they ate. Then he arose and followed Elijah and ministered to him. (1 Kings 19:20-21) 

 

Elisha’s request and Elijah’s initial response have a familiar ring to them. Listen to Jesus as He interacts with 

those he wants to follow Him. And Jesus said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go 

and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to 

say good-bye to those at home.” But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking 

back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:59-62) 

  

Upon hearing Elijah’s response to his excuse, Elisha slaughtered his oxen, made a fire with his equipment, cooked 

the oxen and fed the men. In doing so Elisha showed he was willing to give up all that he had been . . . to do 

what Elijah wanted him to do. 

 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10 . . . what is your commitment level to follow the Lord Jesus Christ? Be honest with 

yourself . . . as God already knows. 

 

 

 

 



A Journey with Jesus 

Eighteen of Jesus’ Most Pivotal Lessons 

Page 98 of 131 

 

 

Key2Changes.com 
 

What Did Elijah Look Like? 
 

They said to King Ahaziah, A man came up to meet us and said to us, “Go, return to the king who sent you and 

say to him, Thus says the LORD, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-

zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but shall 

surely die.’ “King Ahaziah said to them, “What kind of man was he who came up to meet you and spoke these 

words to you?” They answered him,” He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins.” And 

King Ahaziah said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.” (2 Kings 1:6-8) 

 

Interestingly, some 900 years later we meet another biblical character who has the same appearance as Elijah . . . 

John the Baptist. He had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. (Matthew 3:4) John, the Baptist was clothed the same way as Elijah. He had the glory of 

Elijah and was clothed with it before he began his ministry. 

 

Jesus also was clothed with glory. The Scriptures say that the Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a dove 

at His baptism. Jesus received His new mantle (His Father's glory - the Holy Spirit) before He began His 

ministry as well. And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through 

all the surrounding district. And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. (Luke 4:14-15) 

 

In 868 BC, Elijah was taken up to God in a flaming whirlwind and Elisha took his place. 

 

The Faithfulness of Elisha 
 

And it came about when the LORD was about to take up Elijah by a whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went with 

Elisha from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here please, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 

Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. Then 

the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD 

will take away your master from over you today?” And he said, “Yes, I know; be still.” Elijah said to him, 

“Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 

yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho 

approached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over you 

today?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be still.” Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has 

sent me to the Jordan.” And he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the 

two of them went on. Now fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them at a distance, while 

the two of them stood by the Jordan. (2 Kings 2:1-7) 

 

This part of the story shows us something of the character of Elisha. Twice it was prophesied that God was going 

to take Elijah from being his master. And three times Elijah told him to stay behind. But Elisha refused. He was 

dedicated to Elijah and persistent in regards to his call to serve him, even to the very end. 

 

2. How persistent are you in sticking with the things God has called you to do? 
 

Elijah Parts the Waters of the Jordan River 
 

Elijah took his mantle and folded it together and struck the waters, and they were divided here and there, so that 

the two of them crossed over on dry ground. (2 Kings 2:8)  

 

Elijah and Elisha had walked from Bethel via Jericho to the Jordan River. This was a full day’s journey of some 

twenty-five miles and they would have arrived at their destination late in the afternoon or early evening. When 

they arrived at the Jordan River, Elijah struck the waters with his mantle. The waters parted and the two of them 

walked across the river to the eastern side.  
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The parting of the waters is a picture of baptism. It indicates that a person has gone through the waters but 

has not perished and has separated himself from where he had previously been. The Israelites did not die 

when they passed through the parted waters of the Red Sea and they were separated from their enemies, the 

Egyptians and their former way of life. The Apostle Paul puts it this way, “For I do not want you to be unaware, 

brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud (the Shekinah) and all passed through the sea; and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud (the Shekinah) and in the sea.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-2) 

 

However, God was not pleased with most of the Israelites who had come out of Egypt and they died in the 

wilderness before entering the Promised Land. So before the younger Israelites who had been born in the 

wilderness could enter the Promised Land, they had to be baptized as well. This time the Israelites went 

through the parted waters of the Jordan River led by Yahushua (Jesus) and the priests.  

 

Oh and by the way . . . this was the same place where Elijah and Elisha would cross some 550 years after 

the Israelites arrived at the Promised Land and where Jesus would be baptized by John the Baptist 900 

years after that. 

 

REMEMBER: Because Moses had sinned he was not permitted to lead God's people into the Promised Land. So 

before Moses died God appointed Yahushua (Jesus) to lead the people into Promised Land. (READ: Numbers 

27:12-23) This serves as a sign . . . that by following Moses no one can enter the Promised Land. Access to the 

Promised Land is only gained by following Yahushua (Jesus). 

 

At the time of John the Baptist, the Jewish people were well aware of the story of Elijah. In fact, the last recorded 

words ever written in the Old Testament portion of Scripture refers to him and the Jewish people were waiting for 

his arrival:  

 

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 

He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I 

will not come and smite the land with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6) 

 

The Jews also knew several other things about Elijah: what he looked like, the area that he had last been seen in, 

that he had gone through the parted waters and that he had not died, but simply went to be with God. So when 

John the Baptist appeared dressed the same way as Elijah, in the same area and was baptizing people (parting the 

waters . . . separating them from their former lives.) they naturally asked if he was Elijah, the prophet. They 

asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 

“No.” (John 1:21) However, Jesus said of him, “If you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was 

to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matthew 11:14-15) 

 

A Prophet's Reward 
 

When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you.” And 

Elisha said, “Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” He said, “You have asked a hard thing. 

Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.” (2 

Kings 2:9-10) 

 

Elijah invited Elisha to ask him for something before he departed. It was his way of blessing or rewarding Elisha 

for having received him as a prophet. When anyone receives a godly person, they in turn receive a blessing or 

reward. Jesus said, “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  He 

who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a 

righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.” (Matthew 10:40-41) 
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Elijah conditioned granting Elisha’s request based on whether Elisha saw him depart or not. Jesus does not 

condition our requests based on our sight but on our having received him as Lord and God. After His resurrection 

from the dead Jesus told Thomas, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not 

see, and yet believed.” (John 20:29)  

 

Jesus invites us, His disciples to ask Him for a reward also. “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9) Jesus also said, “For everyone who 

asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened. (Luke 11:10) 

 

In the larger context of the passage of Scripture in which these words of Jesus are found, we see that He is 

encouraging His disciples to ask for more of the Holy Spirit (Christ's glory - the glory of God - the 

Shekinah) just as Elisha had done. “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) And later, Jesus 

would go on to say, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and 

greater (double?) works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. (John 14:12) 

 

3. What have you been asking the Lord for?  
 

Elijah and the Chariot of Fire 
 

As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated 

the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven. (2 Kings 2:11) 

 

Since it was nearing evening when this event occurred it must have been an awesome sight. Fire everywhere! A 

chariot and horses bathed in fire and a fiery whirlwind that takes them all to heaven! Wow . . . what an 

unforgettable experience. 

 

From the description we know that what Elisha saw was the Shekinah . . . or “the glory of God.” When the 

Shekinah appears it indicates the presence of God. To the Israelites who left Egypt it appeared as a cloud by 

day and a pillar of fire by night. The LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the 

way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. He did not take 

away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. (Exodus 13:21-22) 

 

Although there are several appearances of the Shekinah (e.g. Mt. Sinai, Solomon’s Temple and Mt. of 

Transfiguration) I want to specifically focus on one other significant appearance. Just as the Shekinah separated 

Elijah from Elisha, it also separated Jesus from His disciples when He ascended into heaven. And after Jesus had 

said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (Acts 

1:9) 

Elisha Receives the Mantle … the Glory of Elijah 
 

Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw Elijah no 

more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. He also took up the mantle of Elijah that 

fell from him and returned and stood by the bank of the Jordan.  

 

When Elisha saw Elijah ascend into heaven he knew that he would receive a double portion of Elijah’s 

spirit. That portion or anointing came in the form Elijah’s mantle (his glory), which had fallen from him when he 

ascended into heaven. Now he had something better to wear so he tore his old clothes in two, picked up 

Elijah’s mantle (glory) and put it on. 

 

4. After Elijah ascended into heaven, what was the first thing Elisha did? Tore his own clothes in two  
 

5. Where did Elisha’s new mantle (glory) come from? Heaven 
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6. What did Elisha have to do to get his new mantle (glory)? He had to receive it by picking it up and putting it 

on.  
 

7. What would have happened if he had not picked up the mantle? Nothing  
 

Elisha Uses the Mantle . . . Which Is Now His Glory 
 

He took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and struck the waters and said, “Where is the LORD, the God 

of Elijah?” And when he also had struck the waters, they were divided here and there; and Elisha crossed 

over. (2 Kings 2:12-15) 

 

8. What did Elisha do with his new mantle (glory)? He parted the waters of the Jordan River 
 

9. What would have happened to Elisha if he had just worn the mantle (glory) as clothing and not used it for 

another purpose? Nothing  

 

After Elisha put on the mantle he walked back to the Jordan River and struck the waters, as he called upon God. 

The waters parted and he walked back through them to the other side. In doing so he provided us with a 

complete picture of baptism: 
 

• Elisha went through the waters the first time with Elijah as an ungifted ordinary man.  
•  

• But when he came back through by himself he was supernaturally equipped to do the work of the 

ministry.  

 

Our Mantle … The Holy Spirit 
 

As Christians this teaches us about the dual nature of our own baptism:  
 

• When we get baptized we are separating ourselves from our old life and looking forward to the new life we 

will partake of . . . from an ordinary person to a supernatural one. Elisha entered the water the first time with 

Elijah but came back out with only Elijah’s mantle (his glory).  
•  

• Christians enter the water with Jesus and come back out of it with only Jesus’ mantle (His glory) . . . the 

Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul put it this way. Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into 

death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father (The Shekinah – the Holy 

Spirit), so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4) 

 

"And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high." (Luke 24:49) 

 

When a Christian gets baptized he parts the water the first time when he is immersed and he parts the 

water a second time when he comes forth.  

 

What many Christians fail to realize is they are supposed to pick up their mantle (Christ's glory – the Holy 

Spirit) before they come back up out of the water. They do this by faith, believing they have received what the 

Lord promised them. And of course they are to put it on just as the Scripture says. Put on the new self (man), 

which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. (Ephesians 4:24) 

 

Are You Still Looking For Jesus? 
 

Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite Elisha saw him, they said, “The spirit of Elijah 

rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet Elisha and bowed themselves to the ground before him. They said to him, 

“Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong men, please let them go and search for your master; 

perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has taken him up and cast him on some mountain or into some valley.” And 

Elisha said, “You shall not send.” But when they urged Elisha until he was ashamed, he said, “Send.” They sent 
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therefore fifty men; and they searched three days but did not find Elijah. They returned to Elisha while he was 

staying at Jericho; and he said to them, “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not go’?” (2 Kings 2:15-18) 

 

The sons of the prophets did not know where Elijah had been taken so they wanted to search for him … but Elisha 

knew that God had taken him to heaven until the appointed time, therefore it would be futile to look for him.  

 

When Jesus ascended into heaven a similar event took place. And the disciples were gazing intently into the sky 

while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11) The two angels had to remind the disciples 

that Jesus would not return until the appointed time. 

 

Upon hearing the angels’ words the disciples returned to Jerusalem and waited for their new mantle (Christ's glory 

– the Holy Spirit) to fall from heaven as the Lord had just commanded them. Gathering them together, He 

commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you 

heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.” (Acts 1:4-5)  

 

Ten days later, on the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) their new mantles (Christ's glory – the holy Spirit) fell from 

heaven in a fiery whirlwind. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 

themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. (Acts 2:2-4) 

 

The disciples had quit looking for Jesus and went to work using their new mantle . . . Christ's glory . . . the 

Holy Spirit . . . the glory of God. 

 

•     •     • 

 

Then the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold now, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but the 

water is bad and the land is unfruitful.” Elisha said, “Bring me a new jar, and put salt in it.” So they brought it 

to him. He went out to the spring of water and threw salt in it and said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘I have purified 

these waters; there shall not be from there death or unfruitfulness any longer.’" So the waters have been 

purified to this day, according to the word of Elisha which he spoke. (2Ki 2:19-22) 

 

The Purpose of Baptism is not Cleansing, but Purifying, making something that is Unholy, Holy, pure. 

 

10. When did Elisha begin his ministry? After his baptism 
 

The people of Jericho recognized the anointing of Elijah upon Elisha and received him as a prophet. So 

when they asked Elisha for help with the bad water in their spring, he gave them a prophet’s reward. He 

purified the spring of water and from that time until today, Jericho has had pure water and the land is 

productive. The spring is called Elisha’s spring and it has become a major tourist attraction. 

 

11. When did you begin your ministry? __________________________________ 
 

12. Have you picked up your mantle (Christ's glory - the Holy Spirit)? __________ 
 

13. How do people receive you? ________________________________________ 
 

14. How many witnesses were there to Elisha’s baptism? Fifty   
 

15. How many witnesses were there at your baptism? _______________________ 
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The Apostle Paul said, "My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the 

power of God." (1 Corinthians 2:4-5) 

 

An Exchanged Life 
 

Following is an illustrated teaching of Jesus’ on this principle, of an Exchanged Life, with the spiritual issues of 

communion at the beginning of His ministry when He turned water to wine at the wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11). 

It was the first of His signs and He used it to convey the basic concept of an exchanged life (“I have been 

crucified with Christ [symbolized by baptism – water]; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me 

[symbolized by communion – wine]; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” Galatians 2:20) by changing water to wine (blood). Let's briefly look 

at the power of Jesus' First Miracle, at a Wedding (spiritually a picture of the beginning of our Faith in God and 

its lifetime commitment to Eternity), of the meaning of an Exchanged Life:     
 

1. Jesus used six (Six is the number of man) large water pots that were set aside for purification purposes.  

2. A pot represents a container for something. 

3. Throughout Scripture, men are referred to as containers. (Vessels, pots, houses, temples, wine skins, white 

washed sepulchers, etc)  

4. The container is important but in no way compares to the contents for which the container was designed for 

and made.  

5. When a purification pot was filled with water (immersed in or baptized) it became useful for purification of 

others.  

6. Jesus however changed the water to wine.  

7. Wine is a symbol for blood, life, the Holy Spirit and joy (see Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types for a full 

explanation). 

8. Jesus was indicating that true purification would come by blood, an exchanged life, the infilling of the Holy 

Spirit and that the outcome would produce great joy. 

9. The change in the contents of the purification pot indicates a change in the nature of the individual. No 

longer would water be poured out, but the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39).  

10. Wine produces a change in a person’s behavior. Alcoholic beverages are sometimes referred to as “spirits” 

because of the change it produces in one’s behavior. 

11. When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit they were accused of being drunk. 

12. The purification pots (men) that had been filled (immersed in or baptized) with purification water would be 

changed inwardly (spirit-filled) and then be poured out to effect change in others. 

 

The point of the lesson is true purification comes by blood, an exchanged life, the infilling of the Holy Spirit and 

that the outcome would produce great joy, sharing in Christ’s strength, holiness, wisdom, and character. 
– Teaching by Michael Gibson of Key2Changes.com 

 

Mikveh lit. "a collection": is a bath used for the purpose of ritual immersion in Judaism. In the Hebrew Bible, 

the word is employed in its broader sense but generally means a collection of water. Several biblical regulations 

specify that full immersion in water is required to regain ritual purity after ritually impure incidents have 

occurred. A person was required to be ritually pure in order to enter the Temple. In this context, "purity" and 

"impurity" are imperfect translations, respectively, in that the negative connotation of the word impurity is not 

intended; rather being "impure" is indicative of being in a state in which certain things are prohibited until one has 

become "pure" again by immersion in a mikveh. 

 

Traditionally, the mikveh/baptism was used by both men and women to regain ritual purity after various events, 

according to regulations laid down in the Torah/teaching and instruction of the Lord. The Torah/teaching and 

instruction of the Lord requires full immersion. 
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Leviticus 15:24-27, Leviticus 16:24: Most expressively, it turns out that original Hebrew wording of the verse in 

question was subtly but distinctively mistranslated. The Hebrew word used in this verse is not the word "unclean," 

but the word which means “impure." This is the same wording used in reference to the High Priest's need to go to 

the mikvah (Leviticus 21:4). This lack of purity has no unique connection with women, nor does it have anything 

to do with being physically dirty. Rather, the "purity" referenced in both places indicates a spiritual state (of 

impurity) that both the High Priest and the menstruating woman experience. So what is the mikvah really about? 

 

Going to the mikvah is not about getting clean. It’s about getting alive. 

 

We see the Torah/teaching and instruction of the Lord obsessing with "purity" because the Torah/teaching and 

instruction of the Lord is obsessed with "life" itself.  The spirituality of the Torah/teaching and instruction of the 

Lord is anchored with "Keep my statutes . . . and live by them" (Leviticus 18:5). 

 

The High Priest and the menstruating woman go to the mikvah when encountering "death" and embracing new 

"life." 

 

For it is not in death that we find the highest form of spiritual fulfillment. It is in the everyday struggle to 

do the right thing that you and I become "created in the image of God" (Genesis 1:27). 

 

Although the act described in these Old Testament passages was not specifically called “baptism,” it does 

highlight how important and holy ceremonial (and practical) cleansing is to God. The Lord taught the significance 

of baptism to the extent that He Himself was baptized by John the Baptist at the start of His ministry (Mark 1:9). 

 

READ: Colossians 3:1-17 (Put On the New Self) 

 

Acts 19:4 -7, 4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one 

coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When 

Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There 

were about twelve men in all. 

 

The New Testament clearly points out that the baptism of John was from God. It came from heaven (Matt 21:25). 

It was administered for the spiritual purpose of proclaiming repentance and receiving forgiveness of sins (Mark 

1:4). 

 

Requirements during use of a mikveh 
 

Immersion in a mikveh is obligatory in contemporary Orthodox Jewish practice in the following circumstances: 
 

• Women  

o Following the period after menstruation, prior to resuming marital relations 

o Following the period after childbirth, prior to resuming marital relations 

o By a bride, before her wedding 

• Either gender  

• Converts to Judaism are required to undergo full immersion in water. 

 

Customary immersion in Orthodox Judaism 
 

Immersion in a mikveh is customary in contemporary Orthodox Jewish practice in the following circumstances: 
 

• Men  

o By a bridegroom, on the day of his wedding, according to the custom of some communities 

o By a father, prior to the circumcision of his son, according to the custom of some communities 

o By a High Priest prior to a service in which he will recite the priestly blessing, according to the custom of 

some communities 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Judaism
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o Before Yom Kippur, according to the custom of some communities 

o Before a Jewish holiday 

o Weekly before Shabbat 

o Every day, under Hasidic customs 

 

The parallel of the purpose a woman having to mikvah/baptize and our Spiritual Rebirth: The menstruating 

woman honors the egg that has been shed, which will never house a human soul, as she embraces a fresh potential 

for life that she can now bestow unto the world. This is the magic of the woman, "mother of all life" (Genesis 

3:20), as her monthly cycle represents a lesson that even the highest of priests must model – that we can honor the 

death of lost opportunities but treasure the life that our new choices create. And through the birthing process, 

we are Baptized when the water breaks and we must move through the conversion process, which is a 

separation, through the narrow path, of the Old life to the New Life, which is what we Celebrate Today. 

 

Far from being "dirty," the woman's cycle is of the highest purity, for it reminds us that it is the cycles, changes, 

and opportunities of this physical life that defines our greatest spirituality. In other words, the spiritual rebirth of 

going to the mikvah/baptism is one of refocusing on life and fresh beginnings. 

 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 (John the Baptist Prepares the Way), "15 As the people were in expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I 

baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire . . . 21 Now 

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were 

opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You 

are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. " 

 

A Word of Caution: 

In the course of time Elisha obtained a servant named Gehazi. When Elisha healed Naaman, an Aramean, of his 

leprosy he declined any payment for the miracle. However, Gehazi, who was greedy for money, ran after Naaman 

and told him a lie. Gehazi said that Elisha had changed his mind and would receive some payment for the miracle. 

Naaman gladly gave it! When Gehazi returned to Elisha, his treachery was revealed and Elisha put Naaman’s 

leprosy of Gehazi and his descendents after him. This story reminds us of what Jesus said, “Heal the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give,” (Mathew 10:8). 
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The True Meaning of Lukewarmness 
 

15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you 

are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have 

prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel 

you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe 

yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may 

see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. (Revelation 3:15-22) 

 

The Letter to the Church at Laodicea  

(the church of “human rights – 1948 to The Second Coming of the Messiah (Christ)) 
 

“Lukewarm” – Jesus’ words here, rather than a call to hot personal commitment and revival, confront a social 

sickness in the church the “Springs” from embracing the lifestyle for the Wealthy and Elite.  This sickness is 

especially hard to detect because the church appears to be numerically healthy and self-sufficient.  But with 

respect to the gospel and the Kingdom mission, it is “Wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked”. 

 

To be spiritually healthy is to be either “Cold” or “Hot”.  To be spiritually sick is to be “Lukewarm”.  

Lukewarmness is not an ancient metaphor for indifference.  “Lukewarm” here means so Prosperous and 

supposedly Self-Sufficient as “to be completely out of fellowship with Jesus”. 

 

The Lukewarm Laodicean church was compromised by the status quo ways of the Roman Empire, fully 

embracing the lifestyle and value of the elite and powerful; and thus, lukewarmness is a “Temptation” that the 

church has always faced.  

 

The living water that Jesus offers can quickly become tainted by Indulging in the Wealth and Power of the Empire 

(kingdoms of this world).  And that’s because Empire Wealth and Power are “Signs” of “Allegiance” to a 

kingdom (Pearl) other than the Kingdom of God (Pearl of Great Price – parallel Kingdom Parable to this time in 

Church History – Matthew 13:45-46). 

 

The Laodicean’s spiritual disease and disorder of the body and mind was not a lack of individual moral or 

spiritual commitment, but the collective compromise with Empire (an all-embracing group under a single supreme 

authority or controlled by one person) Values that put them out of step with the Kingdom (teaching, instruction, 

rule) of God. 
- Biblegateway.com/blog/2017/06/what-lukewarm-in-laodicea-really-means 

 

How to Overcome: 
 

21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 

Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” (Revelation 3:21-

22) 
 

1.  “Be Zealous and Repent” v. 19 (passionately stop doing life your way and passionately start doing 

life God’s Way, ex. Revelation 3:17, “For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not 

realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”) 

2.  “Buy” (to frequent the literal “Kingdom of God” marketplace and properly buy): 

a.  Buy from Me . . . Gold Refined by Fire, “Gold” spiritually meaning “Wisdom & Love” (ref. Proverbs 

3:13-14, 16:16; Psalm 19:7-11, 119:127; Job 23:10, 28:12-15), ex. Revelation 3:18 “I counsel 

you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich.”). 

b.  Buy from Me . . . White Garments, “White Garments” spiritually meaning “His Commandments” 

(teaching & instruction) (ref. (KJV) Revelation 7:14, 12:17, 14:12, 22:14), ex. Revelation 3:18 “I 

counsel you to buy from me . . . white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of 

your nakedness may not be seen.”). 
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c.  Buy from Me . . . Salve, “Salve” (eye ointment to promote healing and protection) spiritually 

meaning “Understanding & Obedience” (ref. Ephesians 6:6, Colossians 3:22, Matthew 6:22-23, 

13:16; Isaiah 6:10), ex. Revelation 3:18 “I counsel you to buy from me . . . salve to anoint your 

eyes, so that you may see.”) 

 

Present Day Biblical Illustration of the Feast of Atonement, the Church of the End-Times, during the 

Feast of Atonement/Second Coming of the Messiah: 
 

Revelation 3:14-22  
To the Church in Laodicea 
14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the beginning of God's creation. 
15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold (refreshing) nor hot (healing). Would that you were either 

cold (refreshing) or hot (healing)! 16 So, because you are lukewarm (spiritually sick – not relevant anymore (not 

refreshing or healing anymore)), and neither cold (refreshing) nor hot (healing), I will spit you out of my 

mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are 

wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold (wisdom & love – 

Proverbs 16:16, Psalm 19:7-11, 119:127, Job 28:12-15, 23:10) refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white 

garments (doing His Commandants – Revelation 7:14, 14:12, 12:17, 22:14, Matthew 22:11-14 – also a picture of the attire 

that is only worn during the Feast of Atonement) so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your 

nakedness may not be seen (a picture of the Feast of Trumpets, of one of the priest’s that has fallen asleep in the 

temple while waiting for the observation of the New Moon, and the High Priest has hit him on the head with his staff to 

wake him up, proceeded with the High Priest lighting his garments on fire, and the priest running out of the Temple, and his 

nakedness, of his sin (falling asleep), being made known to all the Temple Courts), and salve to anoint your eyes 
(understanding with favor and ointment to promote healing and protection – Ephesians 6:6, Colossians 3:22, Matthew 6;22-

23, 13:16), so (discernment) that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline (Hebrews 

12:4-11, Proverbs 3:12), so be zealous and repent (repent: stop doing it your way and start doing it God’s 

way). 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock (a picture of a Biblical Groom returning from preparing a place for 

his bide, returning to marry and take to their new home – John 14:3, Song of Solomon 5:2-4). If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door (ex. 10 Virgins – Matthew 25:1-13), I will come in to him and eat with him, and 

he with me (Wedding Feast of the Lamb – Revelation 19:6-9, Matthew 22-1-14, Luke 14:15-24). 21 The one who 

conquers (John 16:33), I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down 

with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.’” 
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Go or Make?  
A Discussion around the Great Commission 

by John Zachman 

 

I.  Matt 28:19-20 Go or Make?  
 

A. I am not making the case that this is, but rather that there is a possibility for a different 

interpretation.  
 

1. You will have to decide. 
 

2.  Certainly don’t want to unravel anyone’s theology, but let’s look at the depth of this passage.  

 

B. 19 πορευθέντες οὖν μαθητεύσατε πάντα τὰ ἔθνη, βαπτίζοντες αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ πατρὸς καὶ 

τοῦ υἱοῦ καὶ τοῦ ἁγίου πνεύματος, 20 διδάσκοντες αὐτοὺς τηρεῖν πάντα ὅσα ἐνετειλάμην ὑμῖν· καὶ 

ἰδοὺ ἐγὼ μεθ’ ὑμῶν εἰμι πάσας τὰς ἡμέρας ἕως τῆς συντελείας τοῦ αἰῶνος.  
 

1.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

a)  what are the verbs in this statement?  

(1)  (have class pick them out)  

(2)  English speakers (and the english language) tell us that there are four verbs (which these 

words are in English):  

(a) Go  

(b) Make  

(c) Baptize  

(d) Teach  

b)  Grammar:  

(1)  Go: πορευθέντες – AAP-NPM  

(2) Disciple: μαθητεύσατε – AAM2P  

(3)  Baptize: βαπτίζοντες – PAP-NPM 

(4)  Teach: διδάσκοντες – PAP-NPM  

 

C. The misconception  
 

1.  There are not four verbs (because the english language does not translate participles very well), but 

one main verb and 3 supporting participles.  

a)  “Go” (participle) shouldn’t even be translated “go” but “as you are going” or “while going”  

(1) "Go" is an aorist, passive, participle, and "baptizing", and "teaching" are both "present, 

active, participles" all in support of the main verb.  
 

2.  “Make disciples” or “disciple” is the main (and only) verb in the statement and it is an 

IMPERATIVE (limited usage in the NT) - an actual command in the statement  

a)  The imperative tense in the Greek does not make a suggestion but a COMMAND  

(1) The emphasized command is to "teach, instruct… to make disciples." 
 

3.  Additionally, “go” is in the aorist tense which is generally punctiliar - “at one point in time", and 

generally in "time past”  

a)  Which the grammar certainly de-emphasizes the “going” here  

b)  Clearly this passage is about something else.  
 

4. “Baptizing” and “teaching” are in the present tense  

a)  Both “baptize” and “teach” have a CONTINUAL action aspect to them  

b)  Which begs the question, “how do you ‘continually’ water baptize someone?”  
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(1) “Baptize” means: to immerse  

(a) This doesn’t necessarily mean “immerse in water.” You could “immerse” into 

something else.  

 

D.  Which leads to another potential misconception  
 

1. Is Jesus talking about water baptism here?  

a) Our English minds hear the word “baptism” and immediately assume “water baptism.”  

b) We often water baptize people in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

(1) If we look at all the other places in Scripture where water baptism is referred to, 

NOWHERE does it say the apostles baptized in the Name of the F, S and HS  

(a) They baptized in the Name of Jesus or in the Name of the Lord  

(b) Why did Peter instruct baptism "in the name of Jesus Christ" in Acts 2:38? 

 i) And if this was wrong, why didn’t the other eleven apostles who were with him 

(Acts 2:14) rebuke him?  

(1)  Jesus promised when the Holy Spirit came, he would "bring to your 

remembrance all things that I said to you." (John 14:26).  

(a)  So if using "the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" 

was the correct formula for water baptism, why didn't the Holy Spirit bring 

it to their remembrance at this time, and correct Peter?  

(c) Why did Philip baptize the Samaritans "in the Name of the Lord Jesus." (Acts 8:16)?  

(d) Why did Peter command the baptism of Cornelius and his household "in the name of 

the Lord." (Acts 10:48)  

i)  and if this was wrong, why didn’t the other six Jewish brethren from Joppa (Acts 

10:23; 10:45; 11:12) object?  

ii) Also when the angel instructed Cornelius to send for Peter, he said to him, "he shall 

tell you what you ought to do." (Acts 10:6)  

(1)  Do we now assume that the angel instructed Cornelius wrongly, because Peter 

gave the instruction for baptism "in the name of the Lord?”  

(e) Why did Paul re-baptize the Ephesians "in the Name of the Lord Jesus." (Acts 19:5)? 

(2)  Were the apostles being deliberately disobedient?  

(a)  Or was it that they had a better understanding of the language than the modern 

churches today?  

(b)  Did they know that Jesus was not referring to WATER baptism when He said this?  
 

2. Consider the context  

a) The whole context of this passage may not have anything to do water baptism, but with the 

Authority that Jesus had (Matthew 28:18), which He passed on to His disciples (Matthew 10:1; 

Luke 9:1; 10:19).  

(1) He was now instructing them how to bring others to the place to receive the fullness of God 

through discipleship.  

(a) By not considering the context, the true meaning of this Scripture has been missed by 

those who use it to indicate the method of water baptism.  

b) Prepositions used support this  

(1) εις vs εν  

(a) εν (in): It would appear that here and Acts 2:38 & 10:48 the WATER receives the 

action of the verb and the NAME does not since it is the dative (indirect object)  

(b) εις (into): but in Matt 28, Acts 19:5 and Act 8:16 the NAME receives the action of the 

verb since it is in the accusative (direct object)  

 

E.  The point to note is that, the main verb of the sentence, is "make" and not "Go you.” Following 

the main verb we have two other participles that support this idea, "baptizing" and “teaching."  
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1.  But water baptism is relatively instantaneous (aorist tense) NOT continual (present tense), so what 

is Jesus saying here?  

a)  The present tense participle usually refers to an action simultaneous with the main verb, 

indicating that the teaching, the baptizing, and the discipling are all going on at the SAME 

TIME.  

b)  It also indicates that the "baptizing" and the "teaching" are both going on for the same length of 

time as the "make disciples of.” This should make it clear that the word "baptizing" (Matthew 

28:19) is not referring only to the relatively instantaneous action of water baptism, but rather to 

the much longer process of being spiritually baptized into:  

(1)  word, and deed (Romans 15:18). This is done as the Word of God is  

(2)  written in our hearts (2 Corinthians 3:3), and  

(3)  we learn to "observe all things" (Matthew 28:20) that Jesus has commanded us.  

(4)  to obedience in thought (2 Corinthians 10:5)  
 

2.  Therefore, "the NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" is what the believer 

IS BEING BAPTIZED INTO, and not that which is used to perform the act.  

a)  They are being baptized INTO (preposition εις as opposed to the preposition εν) the Person of 

God, the Trinity, not IN water.  

(1)  INTO the Father, Son and the HOLY Spirit 

(2)  INTO the Trinity  

(3)  INTO the essence of God  

(a)  and it’s continually happening over and over, not instantaneously.  
 

3.  SO… If the thrust of this passage is to “make disciples,” wouldn’t it make sense that Jesus used 

“teaching” and “baptizing” as support to “making disciples?” Is it possible that He was saying to 

immerse people continually into the essence of the Person of God as a way to “disciple,” rather 

than talking about the ordinance of water baptism?  

 

F.  Is it wrong to water baptize someone in the name of the F, S & HS?  
 

1.  NO! a) But the great commission MAY NOT be about water baptism IN the Name of the F, S & 

HS but Person baptism INTO the NAME of the F, S & HS  

 

II.  The call to ministry as Christians  
 

A. So what happens to US when we minister and disciple people INTO the Name of the F, S & HS?  
 

1. Isaiah 58:6-12  

a) “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy 

burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your 

bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When you 

see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own flesh? Then your light 

shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring forth speedily, And your 

righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  Then you 

shall call, and the Lord will answer; You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’  

b) “If you take away the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, and speaking 

wickedness, If you extend your soul to the hungry And satisfy the afflicted soul, Then your 

light shall dawn in the darkness, And your darkness shall be as the noonday. The Lord will 

guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in drought, And strengthen your bones; You shall 

be like a watered garden, And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. Those from 

among you Shall build the old waste places; You shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Streets to 

Dwell In. 
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What does the Hebrew term ‘Shema’ mean? 
 

“I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in 

your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed (shema) my voice and 

kept my charge,  

my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” Genesis 26:4–5 

 

The English word “obey” is nasty and polluted by our preconceived cultural connections to fundamentalism. 

Beneath this construction is our shameless scoffing towards authority. We hate to be told what to do, but even 

more, we hate to be told we have to do anything. “Obey” is not the most accepted word for human 

consumption as a whole. 

 

We will often say we hate authoritarianism and totalitarian leaders who lord over us telling us to “obey”. But 

the truth is, we don’t hate authority at all, we love it all too much – we worship it. You see, we hate being told 

what to do, unless we’re the ones telling ourselves to do it. We don’t hate authority; we just love it so much we 

want it all for ourselves. This is why the word “obey” isn’t the cleanest English word. We don’t like it alone. 
 

“16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from 

the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,18 and, having been set free from sin,  

have become slaves of righteousness.” Romans 6:16-18 

 

But the Hebrew word for “obey” isn’t as nasty as the English – it’s way cleaner in the Old Testament. In fact, 

the Hebrew is easier than English because, well, there is no Hebrew word for “obey”. That’s right, they 

actually do not have a word for it. 

 

The humanity in me loves this, until I realize that (depending on your translation) the word “obey” shows up 

around 130 times in our English translation of the Old Testament. How can we put in a word in the Old 

Testament over 130 times that’s never even there in the original manuscript’s language? 

 

Because the word in Hebrew we translate as “obey” is usually the term shema. This Hebrew word here is 

actually kind of famous and you may have heard it before. The term shema is actually more accurately 

translated as “listen” or “hear”. The famous “Shema” from Deuteronomy 6 gets its name from this beautiful 

Hebrew word. The Shema begins, “Hear, O Israel, the LORD your God, the LORD, is one!” That, “Hear”, is 

the Hebrew term shema, and would be more accurately translated in English as ‘hear’, ‘listen’, ‘heed’, or ‘pay 

attention’.  

 

But hearing isn’t obeying – so how did we get from “listen” to “obey”? 

 

This is the beauty of an ancient culture and the gift of the Scriptures. The Jewish tradition and particularly the 

Old Testament culture, did not differentiate between “hearing” and “doing” or between “listening” and 

“obeying”. We came up with that. 

 

We started to realize that you could hear and not do, that you could listen to words and not put them into 

action. We probably did this as human beings because we love finding shortcuts, taking the easy way out. 

 

But God asks us to shema. God wants a heart where the listening is inextricably linked to the obeying. 

 

And this goes deeper than just a Hebrew word study. When He walked the earth, the Lord Jesus closed his 

most famous sermon with these words: 
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 

not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 

not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it”  
Matthew 7:24–27 

 

To Jesus, listening without obedience is foolish. His brother, James, would tell us later: 
 

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at 

himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, 

the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts,  

he will be blessed in his doing” 
James 1:22–25 

 

The New Testament writers seem to be trying to explain to us the deep connection between listening and 

obeying. Maybe, then, we are only truly listening to God when we are obeying Him. This seems to be what 

it means to Shema (Listen or Hear). And anyways, isn’t that a better word?  
 – Adapted from a teaching of a Judaean Rabbi  

(New Testament references and commentary not in original teaching) 
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Discipleship Lessons by Verse 
 
John 1:35-51, Luke 5:1-11, 27-28, Matthew 4:18-22, 9:9, Mark 1:16-20, 2:14 

Lesson 1 
 

John 4:1-42 

Lesson 2 
 

Matthew 5:1-12, Luke 6:20-26 

Lesson 3 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 

Lesson 4 

 
Mathew 5:17-20 

Lesson 5 

 
Matthew 5:21-26 

Lesson 6 

 
Matthew 5:27-32 

Lesson 7 

 
Matthew 5:33-37 

Lesson 8 
 
Matthew 5:38-42, Luke 6:29-30 

Lesson 9 
 
Matthew 5:43-48, Luke 6:27-28, 31-35 

Lesson 10 
 

Matthew 6:1-18 

Lesson 11 
 

Matthew 6:9-15 

Lesson 12 
 

Matthew 6:19-23 

Lesson 13 

 
Matthew 7:1-5, Luke 6:36-42 

Lesson 14 

  
Matthew 7:6 

Lesson 15 

 
Matthew 7:7-14 

Lesson 16 

 
Matthew 7:15-29, Luke 6:43-49 

Lesson 17 
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Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, Luke 8:4-15 

Lesson 18 
 

Mark 4:21-29, Luke 8:16-18 

Lesson 19 
 

Matthew 13:24-52, Mark 4:30-34 

Lesson 20 

 
Matthew 8:23-34 & 9:35-38, Mark 4:35-5:20, Luke 8:22-39 

Lesson 21 

 
Matthew 10:1-15, Mark 6:7-13, Luke 9:1-6, 10:1-16 

Lesson 22 

 
Matthew 10:16-23, Luke 10:3 

Lesson 23 
 
Matthew 10:24-42 

Lesson 24 
 
Matthew 14:15-21, Mark 6:35-44, Luke 9:12-17, John 6:3-14 

Lesson 25 
 
Matthew 14:24-33, Mark 6:47-52, John 6:14-21 

Lesson 26 
 

Matthew 15:1-20, 16:5-12, Mark 7:1-23, 8:13-21 

Lesson 27 
 

Matthew 16:13-28, 17:22-23, Mark 8:27-9:1, 9:30-32, Luke 9:18-27, 9:43-45 

Lesson 28 
 

Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:2-13, Luke 9:28-36 

Lesson 29 

 
Matthew 17:14-18:6, Mark 9:38-41, Luke 9:49-50 

Lesson 30 

 
Matthew 18:6-9, Mark 9:42-48 

Lesson 31 

 
Matthew 18:10-20 

Lesson 32 

 
Matthew 18:21-35, Mark 9:49-50, Luke 17:1-10  

Lesson 33 
 
Matthew 11:25-30, Luke 10:17-24 

Lesson 34 
 
Luke 11:1-13  

Lesson 35 
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Luke 12:1-3 

Lesson 36 
 

Luke 12:4-12 

Lesson 37 
 

Matthew 6:24-34, Luke 12:21-31 

Lesson 38 

 
Luke 12:32-59 

Lesson 39 

 
Luke 17:20-37 

Lesson 40 

 
Luke 18:1-8 

Lesson 41 
 
Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17 

Lesson 42 
 
Matthew 20:17-19, Mark 10:32-34, Luke 18:31-34 

Lesson 43 
 
Matthew 21-20-22, Mark 11:20-26 

Lesson 44 
 

Matthew 23:1-12, Mark 12:38-40, Luke 20:45-47 

Lesson 45 
 

Matthew 24:1-25:46, Mark 13:1-37, Luke 21:5-36 

Lesson 46 
 

Matthew 24:4-14, Mark 13:5-13, Luke 21:8-11 

Lesson 47 

 
Matthew 24:15-31, Mark 13:14-27, Luke 21:25-28 

Lesson 48 

 
Matthew 24:32-25:13, Mark 13:28-37, Luke 21:29-36 

Lesson 49 

 
Matthew 26:20-30, Mark 14:17-26, Luke 22:14-30, John 13:1- 17:26 

Lesson 50 

 
Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-20 

Lesson 51 
 
John 13:12-17, 34-35, 15:12-17 

Lesson 52 
 
John 13:36 - 14:31 

Lesson 53 
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John 15:1-11 

Lesson 54 
 

John 15:18 – 16:33 

Lesson 55 
 

Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42, Luke 22:39-46 

Lesson 56 

 
Mark 16:13-14, Luke 24:33-49, John 20:19-29 

Lesson 57 

 
Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-20, Luke 24:44-53, Acts 1:3-12 

Lesson 58 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Entire Study can be Found at: Key2Changes.com 
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The 226 Commands of Jesus 
Jesus says, "If you love me, you will obey what I command . . . Whoever has my commands and 

obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 

will love him and show myself to him . . . He who does not love me will not obey my 

teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me . . . If 

you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands 

and remain in his love." (John 14:15-15:10).      
                                             . 

". . . Go and Make Disciples . . . baptizing them . . . teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you." (Matthew 28:19-20): 
 

1. Follow Me 

 Lesson 1 
 

2. Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. 

Lesson 2 
 

3. Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great. 

Lesson 3 
 

4. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

Lesson 4 
 

5. Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but 

to fulfill. 

Lesson 5 

 

6. Leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and present your offering. 

 

7. Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way. 

Lesson 6 
 

8. And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you. 

 

9. And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you. 

Lesson 7 

 

10. Make no oath at all. 

 

11. Let your statement be, Yes, yes or No, no. 

Lesson 8 

 

12. Do not resist him who is evil. 

 

13. Turn to him the other cheek also. 

 

14. Let him have your coat also. 

 

15. Go with him two miles. 

 

16. Give to him who asks of you. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014:15-15:10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028:19-20&version=NIV
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-9-giving-up-your-rights.html
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17. Do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 

Lesson 9 

 

18. Love your enemies. 

 

19. Do good to those who hate you. 

 

20. Bless those who curse you. 

 

21. Pray for those who mistreat you. 

 

22. Do good and lend expecting nothing in return. 

 

23. And just as you want people to treat you, treat them the same way. 

 

24. Therefore you are to be perfect. 

 Lesson 10 

 

25. Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them. 

 

26. Do not sound a trumpet before you. 

 

27. Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 

 

28. You are not to be as the hypocrites. 

 

29. Go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in 

secret. 

 

30. Do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do. 

 

31. Do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do. 

 

32. Anoint your head, and wash your face so that you may not be seen fasting by men. 

Lesson 11 

 

33. Pray then in this way. 

Lesson 12 

 

34. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth. 

 

35. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. 

Lesson 13 

 

36. Be merciful. 

 

37. Do not judge and you will not be judged. 

 

38. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

 

http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-10-love-your-enemies.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-10-love-your-enemies.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-10-love-your-enemies.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-10-love-your-enemies.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-11-receiving-honor.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-13-acquiring-treasures.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-13-acquiring-treasures.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
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39. Pardon, and you will be pardoned. 

 

40. Give, and it will be given to you. 

 

41. First take the log out of your own eye. 

Lesson 14 

 

42. Do not give what is holy to dogs. 

 

43. Do not throw your pearls before swine. 

Lesson 15 

 

44. Ask, and it shall be given you. 

 

45. Seek, and you shall find. 

 

46. Knock, and it shall be opened to you. 

 

47. However you want people to treat you, so treat them. 

 

48. Enter by the narrow gate. 

Lesson 16 

 

49. Beware of false prophets. 

Lesson 17  

 

50. Behold. Listen to this. 

 

51. He who has ears, let him hear. 

 

52. Hear then the parable of the sower. 

Lesson 18 

 

53. If any man has ears to hear, let him hear. 

 

54. Take care what you listen to. 

Lesson 19 

 

55. He who has ears, let him hear. 

Lesson 20 

 

56. Let us go over to the other side of the lake. 

 

57. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest 

to send out workers into His harvest. 

Lesson 21 

 

58. Do not go in the way of the Gentiles. 

 

59. Do not enter any city of the Samaritans. 

 

http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-14-scales-of-justice-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-15-developing-discernment-part-1.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-15-developing-discernment-part-1.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-16-how-to-live-forever.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-18-kingdom-parables-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-18-kingdom-parables-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-18-kingdom-parables-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-18-kingdom-parables-part-1-of-2.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-19-growing-in-understanding.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-19-growing-in-understanding.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-21-going-into-harvest-field.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-21-going-into-harvest-field.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-22-evangelism.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-22-evangelism.html
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60. Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

61. Go to every city to which I am about to come. 

 

62. As you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand”. 

 

63. Heal the sick. 

 

64. Say to them, “the kingdom of God has come near you”. 

 

65. Raise the dead. 

 

66. Cleanse the lepers. 

 

67. Cast out demons. 

 

68. Freely you received, freely give. 

 

69. Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts. 

 

70. Do not acquire a bag for your journey. 

 

71. Do not acquire even two tunics. 

 

72. Do not acquire sandals. 

 

73. Do not acquire a staff. 

 

74. Greet no one on the way. 

 

75. Into whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it. 

 

76. Abide there until you go away. 

 

77. Eat what is put before you. 

 

78. As you enter the house, give it your greeting, “peace be to this house!” 

 

79. If the house is worthy (a man of peace is not there), let your peace return to you. 

 

80. Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that 

city, shake off the dust of your feet. 

 

81. Go into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet, we wipe off 

in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come near you.” 

Lesson 22 

 

82. Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, 

and innocent as doves. 

 

http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-22-evangelism.html
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83. Beware of men. 

 

84. But when they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what you will speak; 

for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak. 

 

85. But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to the next. 

Lesson 23 

 

86. Therefore, do not fear them. 

 

87. What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light. 

 

88. What you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 

 

89. And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul. 

 

90. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy body and soul in hell. 

 

91. Therefore, do not fear. 

 

92. Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. 

Lesson 24 

 

93. Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while. 

 

94. You give them something to eat. 

 

95. How many loaves do you have? Go look! 

 

96. Bring them here to Me. 

 

97. Have them recline to eat in groups of about fifty each. 

 

98. Gather up the leftover fragments that nothing may be lost. 

Lesson 25 

 

99. Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid. 

Lesson 26 

 

100. Listen to Me, all of you, and understand. 

 

101. If any man has ears to hear, let him hear. 

 

102. Let them alone. 

 

103. Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Lesson 27 

 

104. Let these words sink into your ears. 

Lesson 28 

http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-23-serpents-and-doves.html
http://appointedtime.blogspot.com/2007/07/lesson-23-serpents-and-doves.html
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105. THIS IS MY SON, MY CHOSEN ONE; LISTEN TO HIM! 

 

106. Arise, and do not be afraid. 

 

107. Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead. 

Lesson 29 

 

108. Do not hinder him. 

Lesson 30 

 

109. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. 

 

110. If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. 

 

111. If your eye causes you to stumble, cast it out. 

Lesson 31 

 

112. See to it that you do not despise one of these little ones. 

 

113. Go and reprove him in private. 

 

114. Take one or two more with you. 

 

115. Tell it to the church. 

 

116. Let him be to you as a gentile and a tax-gatherer. 

Lesson 32 

 

117. Have salt in yourselves. 

 

118. Be at peace with one another. 

 

119. Be on your guard. 

 

120. Rebuke him. 

 

121. Forgive him. 

 

122. Say. 

Lesson 33 

 

123. Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you. 

 

124. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you. 

 

125. But rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.  

 

126. Come to Me. 
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127. Take My yoke upon you. 

 

128. Learn from Me. 

Lesson 34 

 

129. When you pray say. 

 

130. Ask. 

 

131. Seek. 

 

132. Knock. 

Lesson 35 

 

133. Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. 

Lesson 36 

 

134. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body. 

 

135. Fear the One, who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell. 

 

136. Yes, I tell you, fear Him. 

 

137. Do not fear. 

 

138. Do not become anxious about how or what you should speak in your defense, or what you 

should say. 

Lesson 37 

 

139. Do not be anxious for your life. 

 

140. Consider the ravens. 

 

141. Consider the lilies. 

 

142. Do not seek what you shall eat, and what you shall drink, and do not keep worrying. 

 

143. But seek for His kingdom. 

 

144. Therefore, do not be anxious for tomorrow. 

Lesson 38 

 

145. Do not be afraid, little flock. 

 

146. Sell your possessions. 

 

147. Give to charity. 

 

148. Make for yourselves purses, which do not wear out. 
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149. Be dressed in readiness. 

 

150. Keep your lamps alight. 

 

151. Be like men who are waiting for their master. 

 

152. You too be ready. 

Lesson 39 

 

153. Do not go away. 

 

154. Do not run after them. 

 

155. On that day, let not the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house go 

down to take them away. 

 

156. Likewise let not the one who is in the field turn back. 

 

157. Remember Lot’s wife. 

Lesson 40 

 

158. Hear what the unrighteous judge said. 

Lesson 41 

 

 

159. Permit the infants to come to me. 

 

160. Do not hinder them. 

Lesson 42 

 

 

161. Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. 

Lesson 43 

 

162. Have faith in God. 

 

163. Believe that you have received them. 

 

164. Forgive, if you have anything against anyone. 

 Lesson 44 

165. Therefore all that they tell you, do and observe. 

 

166. But do not do according to their deeds. 

 

167. Do not be called Rabbi. 

 

168. Do not call anyone on earth your father. 

 

169. Do not be called leaders. 

 Lesson 45 
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170. See to it that no one misleads you. 

 

171. So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves. 

 

172. Recognize that her desolation is at hand. 

 

173. See to it that you are not frightened. 

 Lesson 47 

 

174. Let the reader understand. 

 

175. Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

 

176. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his house. 

 

177. Let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. 

 

178. Pray that your flight may not be in the winter or on a Sabbath. 

 

179. Do not believe him. 

 

180. Behold, I have told you in advance. 

 

181. Do not believe them. 

 

182. Straighten up and lift up your heads. 

 Lesson 48 

 

183. Now learn the parable of the fig tree. 

 

184. Recognize that He is near, right at the door. 

 

185. Therefore be on the alert. 

 

186. But be sure of this. 

 

187. For this reason you be ready too. 

 

188. Take heed, keep on the alert. 

 

189. Therefore be on the alert. 

 

190. Be on the alert. 

 

191. Be on guard. 

 

192. But keep on the alert at all times, praying. 

 Lesson 49 

 

193. Take this and share it among yourselves. 
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194. Do this in remembrance of Me. 

 

195. Take, eat, this is my body. 

 

196. Drink from it, all of you. 

 Lesson 51 

 

197. You also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

 

198. A new commandment I give you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you. 

 

199. Love one another, just as I have loved you. 

 

200. Love one another. 

 Lesson 52 

 

201. Let not your heart be troubled. 

 

202. Believe in God. 

 

203. Believe also in me. 

 

204. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me. 

 

205. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

 Lesson 53 

 

206. Abide in Me, and I in you. 

 

207. Abide in my love. 

 Lesson 54 

 

208. Remember the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his master.” 

 

209. Ask and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. 

 

210. But take courage. 

 Lesson 55 

 

211. Sit here until I have prayed. 

 

212. Remain here and keep watch. 

 

213. Keep watching and praying. 

 

214. Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation. 

 

215. Arise, let us be going. 

 Lesson 56 
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216. Peace be with you. 

 

217. Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you. 

 

218. Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

219. Peace be with you. 

 

220. Be not unbelieving, but believing. 

 Lesson 57 

 

221. Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

 

222. But you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power form on high. 

 

223. Go. 

 

224. Make disciples. 

 

225. Baptize them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

226. Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you. 

 Lesson 58 
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“Behold the Man with Nail Pierced Hands” 
The Great Name of God  

 

Our Bibles start at Genesis 1:1 with this statement, "In the beginning God."  The Hebrew the word for the 

book of Genesis is B'reshite and means, "In the Beginning." The word for God used in this opening 

statement is … Elohim, a plural word indicating that God, although one exists in parts or aspects. We 

have come to know the three parts or aspects of God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And since every 

man was created in the image of God we too are each individuals having three parts … a spirit, a soul and 

a body.  

 

God also has an actual name and it is revealed for the first time in Genesis 2:4 and is used over 7,000 

times in the Old Testament.  

 

However, our Bibles don't use the name but insert a special designation for it such as … "Lord God" 

when the name is being used. This happened when the Hebrew people were taken captive to Babylon 

around 600 BC. Their leaders purposely hid the name of God so it would not be profaned among the 

nations.  

 

The Hebrew people now refer to God's name as Ha Shem, meaning "The Name". They do not speak His 

name but are taught to say Adonai, meaning "Lord" in its place. They do not write God's name but instead 

substitute the tetragrammaton, YHVH, the four Hebrew letters that make up the name. God's name is 

"Yah-u-wah", which basically means "I AM THAT I AM".  

 

Let's take a look at something very special about His name by just using the tetragrammaton, YHVH:  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we see here, the very name of God that was hidden over 2,500 years ago, to prevent it from being 

profaned among the nations, has consequently also hidden its “True Meaning” of God’s name, as read 

above, “Behold the Hands of the Man with Raised Hands, Behold the Nail Pierced Hands of the Man 

with Raised Hands”, who will one day be identified by his “Raised Nail Pierced Hands” our Messiah, 

our Lord, our Savior, our Redeemer, our Hope. 
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Modern Day Example of the letter “yad”, literally meaning, “hand”: 
 

 
Reading the Torah scroll with a pointer called a yad (literally, hand). 

  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

“19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 

were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands (declaring his hidden name of nearly 600 

years, the “True Meaning” of God’s name, as read above, “Behold the Hands of the Man with 

Raised Hands, Behold the Nail Pierced Hands of the Man with Raised Hands”) and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed* on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” John 20:19-31  
 

* “breathed”: The very name of God is “Yahweh”, the proper name of “God” as read in Exodus 6:3, “God said, ‘I 

used to appear to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El Shaddai, but I did not make myself know to them by my name 
YHWH (Yahweh),’” which is pronounced as the sound of one breathing, “Yah – Weh”, as we also see identified in 

the name change and destiny of Abram (“Exulted Father”) and Sarai (“my princess”), when God gave them his own 

name, and changed their names to Abra“ha”m (“Father of Many Nations”) and Sara“h” (“Mother of Nations”), the 

very Breath of God, “Yah – Weh”, as read in Genesis 2:7, “7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.”  It is here, in like 

manner, that Jesus too, breathes on his disciples and changes not only their names from “Fishermen”/”Followers” 

to “Fishers of Men”/”Apostles” (sent ones), but their destinies too, from “Disciples” to “Disciple Makers”.  

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!” Psalm 150:6 

 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 
24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands (declaring his hidden name of nearly 600 years, the 

“True Meaning” of God’s name, as read above, “Behold the Hands of the Man with Raised Hands, 

Behold the Nail Pierced Hands of the Man with Raised Hands”). Reach out your hand and put it 

into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:24-29  
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Spiritual Warfare Origin 

 

"Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 

myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands," Revelation 

5:11 

 

 

Spiritual Warfare Broken Down 

 
Myriads of Myriads:  10,000 times 10,000 equals 100,000,000 (hundred billion) 
Thousands of Thousands:  1,000 times 1,000 equals 1,000,000 (one billion) 
Total Number of Angels:  10,000,000 times 1,000,000 equals 100,000,000,000,000  

(hundred trillion) 

 

 

Spiritual Warfare Inside the Numbers 
 

"His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so 

that when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught 

up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and 

there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, 

the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 

saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been 

thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 

for they loved not their lives even unto death." Revelation 12:4-11 

 

 

 

Spiritual Warfare Strategy of God 

 

"How could one have chased a thousand, and two have put ten thousand 

to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had given them 

up?" Deuteronomy 32:30 

 

Spiritual Warfare Mission 

 

"Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the works of the devil." 1 John 3:8 

 

"And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will 

cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues," Mark 16:17 

  

  

 

 

Spiritual Warfare by the Numbers 
 

1  Believer puts to flight 1,000 (one thousand) 

2  Believers puts to flight 10,000 (ten thousand) 

3  Believers puts to flight 100,000 (hundred thousand) 

4  Believers puts to flight 1,000,000 (one million) 

5  Believers puts to flight 10,000,000 (ten million) 

6  Believers puts to flight 100,000,000 (hundred million) 

7  Believers puts to flight 1,000,000,000 (one billion) 

8  Believers puts to flight 10,000,000,000 (ten billion) 

9  Believers puts to flight 100,000,000,000 (hundred billion) 

10  Believers puts to flight 1,000,000,000,000 (one trillion) 

11  Believers puts to flight 10,000,000,000,000 (ten trillion) 

12  Believers puts to flight 100,000,000,000,000 (hundred trillion) 
 

*  The meaning of 10, viewed as a complete and perfect number, as is 3, 7 and 12. It is made up of 4, the number of the physical creation, and 6, the number of man. As such, it signifies 
testimony, law, responsibility and the completeness of order. (ex. In Genesis 1 we find the phrase "God said" 10 times, which is a testimony of His creative power. God gave the 10 

Commandments to man. Ten therefore represents man's responsibility to keep the commandments. A tithe is a 10th of our earnings and is a testimony of our faith in the Lord.  The 
Passover lamb was selected on the 10th day of the 1st month (Exodus 12:3), as was Jesus, the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world (John 12:28 - 29; 1Corinthians 5:7). The 10th 

day of the 7th month is the Holy Day known as the Day of Atonement. This unique day of fasting pictures the removal of Satan, the author of sin, before the Millennial reign of Jesus 
begins (Revelation 20:1 - 2). The last great world-ruling kingdom of man under Satan is symbolized prophetically by the 10 toes of Daniel 2 and the 10 horns of Revelation 13 and 17). 

 

*  The meaning of 12, which is considered a perfect number, is that it symbolizes God's power and authority, as well as serving as a perfect governmental foundation. It can also symbolize 

completeness or the nation of Israel as a whole (ex. Leviticus 24, God's divine authority - Matthew 28:18, Revelation 7, 14:1-5, 12, 21:16-17). 

Spiritual Warfare Picture 

 

"When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, 

behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the 

servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”  He said, “Do not be afraid, 

for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  Then Elisha 

prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD 

opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain 

was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha." 2 Kings 6:8-24 
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Testimonials 
 

Thanks for sharing the work of God in Odisha (eastern India) … it was a real life transforming moment 

for me. In your teaching and training I could see and feel the fullest power and the presence of God. I take 

special delight in studying your designed notes and explain them to my disciples and many others … I am 

using your discipleship material very well in my effort … I have committed and dedicated my life to 

making disciples of Jesus Christ here in Odisha, India. 
Rev. Kartik P.  
Disciple Maker and Pastor in Eastern India 

 

I was a Youth & Young Adult Pastor for 10 years, attended some of the best training & courses, steeped 

in the best ministry the world had to offer. Then I began to walk through this discipleship material, 

learning the teachings of Jesus … I was undone. No church, seminar, book, curriculum, speaker, class, or 

convention has EVER taught me what I have learned through this material – what our Messiah was 

REALLY saying to us … and WHY. I am forever changed – I have come awake, come alive, & I want 

more! 
Brandon S.  
Financial Advisor & Former Youth/Young Adults Pastor 

 

The discipleship series A Journey with Jesus changed my life. If you really want to learn how to live and 

walk as Jesus did and learn how to become a disciple maker, this study is it. It can truly change your life. 
Michelle M.  
Homemaker, Mom & Disciple Maker 

 

A Journey with Jesus curriculum is entirely Christ centered and God honoring. I highly recommend to 

people that are making the decision to follow Jesus Christ as a believer to commit to reading and studying 

the Word of God using this tool. 
Noah G.  
Entrepreneur & Former Missionary 

 

Now I am discipling others and I find the teaching component to be even more of a blessing then when I 

was on the learning end. It is a straightforward practical guide to discipleship that is needed in today’s 

church. This is a great way to jump start the calling on every Christians life to carry out the Great 

Commission. 
Brandon B.  
Realtor & Disciple Maker 

 

Testimonials Continued: “The Heartbeat of Discipleship” – Read More Amazing Testimonials from 

around the World (www.key2changes.com/testimonials-continued.html) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


